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JOURNAL 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Housrox, 9th April, 1838. 

Ia compliance with a resolution passed during the last ses- 
sion, the house met. u 

Present, Messrs. Speaker, of San Augustine, Billing-ly of 
Mina, Gazley of Harrisburg, Grigsby of Jefferson, Hardiman of 
Matagorda, Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin of Houston, Menifee 
of Colarado, McKinny of Red River, Pierpont of Shelby, Pon- 
ton of Gonzales, Power of Refugio, Sutherland of Jackson, and 
Thornton of Goliad. : 

There not being a quorum present, on motion, the house 
adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o'clock, a. M. 

| Tuespay, April 10th, 1828. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

A prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Newell: after which 
the roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz:—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Billingsly, Bren- 
nau, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Aust n, Jones of 
Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, Pon- 
ton, Power, Sutherland, Thornton, and Walker. 

The honorable Peyton S. Wyatt, a representative from 
Red River, was then sworn in and took his seat as a member. 

There not being a quorum present, . 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the house adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wenpnespay, April lith, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
by a prayer from the Rev'd. Mr. Newell. 

The roll was then called: there not being a quorum pre- 
sent, a motion was made by Mr. Gazley that the house adjourn 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock, which was lost. 

A motion was then made that the house adjourn until three 
o'clock, pe. m., which was carried. 
The Speaker then adjourned the house until three o'clock 
this afternoon. 
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Wednesday Afternoon, 11th April, 1838, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

There not being a quorum presént: - 

On motion of Mr. Thorntor, the house adjourned until to- 
morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

“Puurspay, April 12th, 1858. 

‘THe house met putguant £o adjournment, and: was opened 
by a prayer from the Rev’d Mr. Newell. 

A quorum being presént, thé house proceeded to business. 

Mr. Timothy Swift appeared and presented a certificate, 
shewing that he was duly elected a member of ihis heuse for 
the county of Jasper, to fill the vacancy oceasioned by the 
death of the honorable Sunmel S. Lewis; he was: ‘therefore 
qualified and took his seat. .. - s 

Mr. Branch and Mr. Jones, of Asti: having been ap- 
poinied tellers: 

On motion, the house proceeded to elect’ an assistant clerk. 

The following persons were put in nomination: John Fitz- 
gerald, James D. Owen; M. B. Wolf, and — Henderson. 

After balloting, the votes stood: for Fitzgerald 2; James 
D. Owen 20; Hendeérsoti 1; Wolf none. 

Whereupon, James’ D. Owen was declared duly elected: 
was presented, took the oath required by law, and entered up- 
on the dàties of the Office. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house proceeded to elect an 
engrossing clerk. 

The following persons were put in nomination: John É, 
Hurndon and C. H. Gillon. 

After balloting, the vote stood: for Hurndon 93, for Gil. 
lon none. 

Whereupon, John H. Haurndon was duly elected engross- 
ing clerk: was presented, took the oath required by law, and 
entered on the discharge of the düties of his office. ` 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house procecded to the elec- 
tion of a reporter. 

Mr. Conway and James W. Simmors were put in nomina- 
tion. 

After balloting, the votes stood: for Mr, Causas 6; for Jas. 
W. Simmons I7. 

- Whereupon, James W. Simmons was declared duly clect- 
cd, was qualified, and entered on the duties of his office. 

On motion; the house proceeded to the election of a door: 
keeper. | 


5 


The following persons were put in nomination:—Marshal 
Mann, Mr. Novell, John H. Singleton, Walker Wilson, Chas. 
Sage, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Carter.” T | 

After balloting, the vote stood: fór Marshal Mann 13; for 
Novell 1; for Singleton 1; for Wilson 2; for Pagé 1: for Haimil- 
ton 3; for Carter 1. p i Ae 

Whereupon, Marshall Mann was declaréd duly elected;— 
was presented, qualified, ahd éntéred on the dutics of his office. 

A message was received froin the Senate, informing the 
house that they had organized and elected the following officers 
—Mi. S. H. Everett, President pro tem. ; William Fairfax Gray 
secretary; Edward H. Winfield, assistant secretary; William F. 
Brashear, engrossing clerk; JMaüassah Seevy, enrolling clerk; 
N. T. Byars, sargeant-at-arms; aud W. G. Wilkinson, door- 
keeper. Án1 also, that they had appointed a committee of three 
composed of Messrs. Everett, Barnett and Wilson, to wait upon 
his Excellency the President, and to inform him that the senate 
was organized and ready to reccive any communication he may 
wish to make, and asked the concurrence of the house. 

„Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, then offered tlie following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted. — . | 

Resolved, That a committee of three bé appointed, to act 
with the committee appointed by the Senate, to wait on his Ex- 
cellency the President, and inform him that the two houses of 
Congress are now organized, and ready to receive any commu: 
nications he may ave to make. | 

Whercupon, Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Branch and Pat- 
ton were appointed by the chair to form’ said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Jones. of Brazoria, a message was sént 
to the senate informing them that the’ house was organized, and 
that a committee of three were appointed to act in concert with 
jhe committee appointed by the scnate for that purpose, to 
wait on his Excellency the President, and inform him that the 
two houses are organized, and ready to receive any communi- 
cation he may have t- make. l 

_.On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the house adjourned 
till 3 o'clock p. a. 
. Tuprspay Eventne, Apri 12, 1338, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, chairman of the committee appoint- 
ed to wait on his Excellency the President, reported that the 
committee had performed that duty, and that the President 
would meet the two houses af 10 o'clock to-morrow morning, 


- 
* 


vorm ae tee agape edits 


- æ e~ æ M 


6 


On motion, the house adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o'clock. i: 

Fray Morntne, Aprit 13, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjonrnment, and was opened - 
by prayer from the Rev. Newell. | 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, a committee of three were ap- 
pointed to wait upon the senate and inform them that the house 
was in session and ready to receive them. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Gazley, Douglass and Linn to 
compose said committee. 

Mr. Jones, from the committee appointed io wait upon his 
Excelledcy the President, reported that the President was too 
indisposed to meet the two houses at the time appointed, but 
that he would meet them on to-morrow at half past 11 oclock 
A» M. 

A motion was made to adjourn till 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning, which was lost. 

A motion was made for a recess of 15 minutes—lost. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria introduced the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the chief clerk be instructed to have publish- 
ed the proceedings ofthe house of representatives during its an- 
nual session, not heretofore published. | 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the house adjourned till 3 o- 
clock P. m. 

Fripay AFTERNOON, APRIL 13, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

ur. Rusk offered the following resolution, which was adop- 
ted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to pro- 
cure the necessary rooms, &c. for the accommodation of the 
elerks of the house in the transaction ef the business of thdir of- 
fices: 

Whereupon Messrs. Gazley, Patton and Brarch were ap- 

ointed said committee. 
Mr. Swift offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That as a testimony of the high respect this house 
entertains for the memory of the late Samuel S. Lewis, late one 
of iis members, the members will wear crape on the left arm 
for the space of thirty days. 

An act relating to the granting of injunctions was taken 
up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Rusk, was refers 
red to the committee on the judiciary. 
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A bill to explain and amend the Jaws relating to courts of 
probate, was referred to the committee on the judiciary: 

A resolution for the relief of A. T; Burnley and others, was 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

An act to incorporate the Neches river navigation compa- 
ny wastaken up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. 
Billingsly was referred to.a select committee of three: Where- 
upon, the chair appointed Messrs. Grigsby. Douglass and Swift 
to compose said committee. * 

An act appropriating money to pay for the schooner San Ja- 
cinto, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Patton was referred 
to a special committee consisting of Messrs. Patton, Thornton, 
and Jones of Brazoria. x 

An act to establish the University of Texas was referred 
to a select committee, consisting of Messrs; Rusk, Sutherland 
and Jones, of Austin. 

An act supplementary to an act to suppress gambling, was 
laid on the table. 

An act relating to forfeited lands, was, on motion of Mr. 
Jones of Austin, ref2rred to the judiciary committee. 

An act relating to the office of the secretary of the treasu- 

ry, was, on motion of Mr. Rusk, indefinitely postponed. 
l An act to unitein one the navy and war departments was 
taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Rusk,was 
amended so as to read, “to take effect from and after tne Yd day 
of December next;” and,on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria. 
the bill was indefinitely postponed. l 
A joint resolution to appoint a beard of commissioners to 
investigate land titles, was, on motion of Mr. Gazley, referred to 
the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill relating to granting letters of administration, was 
read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented a memorial from Edward 
Hall; which was read and reterred to a select committee. . 

Whereupon Messrs. Jones, ot Brazoria, Wyatt and Gazley 
were appointed to compose said, committee. 

Mr. Thornton moved that the house adjourn till 10 o'clock, 
to-morrow niorninz, which motion was lost. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a bill regulating elec- 
tions; which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brennan; the house adjourned till 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. ] 
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SATURDAY MORNING, láth April, 1838. 
The T met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
by a prayer from the Rey. Mr. Newell. 
Mr. Hardeman introduced:a petition from Mildred Kirk- 
patrick; which was read, and referred to a committee on claims 
and accounts. 


Di. 


and accounts. 

Mr. Gazley introduced a petition from Moses E. Morrel; ; 
which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 

A report from Francis R. Lubbock, agent, &c., was read 
and referred to a special committec. 

Whereupon Messrs. Jones, of Austin, Gazley and Billings- 
ly were appointed by the speaker to compose said committee. 

Mr. Hardeman presented sundry claims, which were refer- 
red to the committee on.claims and accounts. 

Mr. Gazley, from the committee appointed for the purpose 
of procuring rooms for the use of the clerks of this-house, repori- 
ed that the committee had performed their duty, ahd set apart 
certain rooms which the clerks could pepy: ; which report was 
adopted. 

Mr. Gazley, with the leave ọf the house, introduced a bill 
to sustain the currency of the, country, which wwas read a first 
time. 

Mr. Douglass moved its indefinite postponement; which 
motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, moved io refer the bill to the 
committee of ways and means; adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house took a recess of 15 
minutes. 

The house resumed its duties. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, a committee of three were ap- 
pointed to inform the senate that the house was ready to receive 
them. 

Messrs. Rowlett, Billingsly, and Linn were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Rowleit, from the committee appointed to wait on the 
senate, reported. that the commitice had performed their duty. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazeria, leave was granted 
the committee appointed to wait on the president to retire. 

The senate, conducted by their president, entered the 
house and were invited to seats. 
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> His Excellency, the president, escorted. by the joint com--. 
mittee of both houses, was introduced into the house by Messrs, 
Jones and.Everett, of the. said committee, and invited to a seat 
by the speaker. He afterwards arose and addressed the two 
houses, giving his views.on the condition, of the Republic, and 
recommending various subjects ag claiming the consideration of 
congress. llethen retired. 

. "The purpose for. which the two houses met, having trans- 
pired, ‘the senate withdrew. 

On: motion of Mr. Swift, the house, adjourned till 10 o 'clock 
on Monday morning. 

Monpay; MORNING, [6th April, 1838. 

The house met: ‘pursuant to adjournment, and was Opened 
by a prayer from the Rev.: Mr..Newell.. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from sundry. citizens of Mont- 
gomery county praying.congress to devise means for opening 
the navigation of the Rio San Jacinto; which;on motion, was re- 
ferred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. Rusk; Lump- 
kin and Hill. 

Mr. Branch presented an account of. Stephen Smith; which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. | 

Mr. RusK.presented a petition from Thomas D: Allen; which, 
on motion, was referred to the committee ou claims and ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Rusk presented a a petition from Joba Murphy and 
others; which, on motion, was referred to the committee on püb- 
lic lands, 

Mr. Ponton presented a petition from sundry persons pray- 
ing congress to grant relief to -Charles S. Burbank; which was 
read, and, on motion, was referred to the committee on claims 
and Recounts: 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented an account of Dootor S. 
Booker; which was referred to the committee on claims and . 
accounts. 

Mr; Sutherland, from. the board of commissioners appoint- 


ed to sclect a suitable site for the perinanent Jocation ofthe seat 


of governmnnt, made a report, accompanied with sundry do- 
cuments. 

Mr. Brennan moved to refer the same to a sba commit: 
tee; which motion. was withdrawn. i 

Mr. Sutherland moved to transmit the report to the senate; 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Billingsly po a memorial frony.the corporation 
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of Bastrop; which was read and referred to a committee of 
ihree. i i E 

' Whereupon Messrs. Billingsly, Burleson and Sutherland 
were appointed said committee. 

^ Mr. Joves, cf Austin, from the committee appointed to 
take into consideration the report of Francis R. Lubbock, agent, 
reported a bill making it the duty of the district attorney for 
the Ist judicial district, to prosecute a suit for damages against 
the master and owners of the steam boat Columbia for refusing 
to carry freight for the government according to contract, &c. 
and recommended the passage thercof. 

Mr- Linn offered a joint resolution vacating seats or offices 
of süch officers of government as refuse promissory notes in 
payment for fees; which read a first time, 

Mr. Branch moved to reject the resolution—lost. 

Mr. Rusk introduced Mr. John Boyd, the member elect 
from Sabine county. The certificate of his election having 


been read, he was qualified by the Speaker, and took his seat 


as a member of this house. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, introduced the following resolution, 
which was adopted: l 

Resolved, That the certificates of election for members 
elected since the adjourned session be referred to the commit- 
tee on privileges and elections. 

Tne following message from the president, together with 
the accompanying report of the secretary of State, on the sub- 
ject of printing, was transmitted through his private secretary, 
Mr. Hoyle: 

Executive DEPARTMENT, TEXxas, 
City of Houston, April 16th, 1838. 

GENTLEMEN: | 

l The president has the pleasure of transmitting 
to the honorable congress, a special report from the Hon. secre- 
tary of state, on the subject of public printing, with a hope that 
it will claim the earliest attention and action of the honorable 
body. "The subject appears most clearly presented. — Itis of. 
vital importance that the promulgation and distribution of the 
laws and journals of congress should take place troughout the 
Republic. SAM. HOUSTON.. 

. DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
LE City of Houston, April 12th, EN 
To the president of the Republic of Texas: 

Srg:—1 have-tke honor to lay before your Excellency, the 

following report on the subject of printing: 
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Since my report at the annual session of congress, the-se- 
cond volume of the laws has-been published, and is now being 
delivered, and will be distributed as expeditiously as possible 
by mail, "Phe journals of the sesssion of congress which con- 
vened on the Ist of May, 1837, are now in press, and will, Lam 
assured, be ready for delivery ina short period from the present 
tine. 2 | 
To show the comparative scales of expense. of the public 
printing which has been, and that now ünder contract, I most res- 
pectfully ask your attention to the following facts: In conformi- 
ty with an act passed June, 1837, requiring the secretary of 
state.to have.the laws published, having no alternative, I con- 
tracted with Messrs. Cruger & Moore, furnishing them with 
fifteen bundles of paper. which was all I conld procure at that 
time in New Orleans, on account of. the government, for the 


publication of the laws of congress: : 
2,000 copies on the following terms: 
For one volume of 276 pages, - - $5,520 00 
. For-do. do. of232pages. - - 2,640 00 
For folding and stitching both volumes, 480 00 
Total cxpense, - - $8,640 00 


Dividing the two volumes of 276 and 132 pages respective- 
ly into an equal number of pages, each volume would make two 
hundred and four pages. Dividing, likewise, the aggregate ex- 
pense,of both volumes into two equal parts, would make, for 
each volume of two hundred and four pages, $4,520. 

About the close of the last session oí congress, a contract 
was agreed upon and signed by two only ofa joint committee 
of four from both houses, appointed to provide for the execution 
of all public printing at that time necessary to be done, on the 
one part, and by Messrs. Cruger & Moore, on the other part, 
upon the following conditions, as certified to me by Mr. Cruger: 

For 2,000 copies of each volume of 250 pages, including 
folding and stitching, $3,100. 

On the 6th of December, J entered into an agreement with 
Mr. J. W. J. Niles, to print, with fair and legible type, and on 
good paper, and to bind, in pamphlet form, two volumes of 250 
pages euch at $1,600 p^r volume. - In consideration, therefore, 
of the disparity of prices of Messrs. Cruger & Moore, in their 
respective contracts, and the difference, still more favorable to 
the goverument, of the terms of Mr. Niles, I deemed it advisable 
to advertise allthe printing, not under contract, to be let out on 
Monday next, to the lowest bidder who shall offer adequate, se- 
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curity for its prompt and faithful execution. Happily for the 
Propereconomy of the government, there is now competition 
enough amongst publishers at the seat of government, to bring 
the public ‘printing to a reasonable standard. Expecting to be 
able to report in the course of the next week, that I have made 
a more eligible contract for all the printing remaining to be 
done, than any heretofore entered intoorexecuted. You will 
doubtless agree in the opinion that it is well the government: 
cannot be held to comply with the contract partly entered into 
by the committee formed under an act of the last session, with 
Messrs. Cruger & Moore, as said act was of the unfished busi- 
ness, and is of noauthority. In regard to the contract with Mr. | 
Niles, wishing to encourage competition amongst publishers at 
the seat of government, it embraced buta limited portion of the 
printing.then ordered to be done, reserving the balance to be 
contracted for after a competition shall have becn established. 
Immediately after the contract was entered upon, Mr. Niles 
proceeded to the United States to procure presses and materials, 
which, after some delay incident to sea navigation and the na- 
ture of the shipments, {have arrived, and he expects to com- 
mence operations in a few days. In order to facilitate and ex- 
pedite the work, ] advanced him, ónt of the $6,000 appropria- 


ted for printing at'the last session of congress, $2,000 in the 
. promissory notes of the government, for the purchase of paper, 


which was shipped by him to the secretary of state, and is now 
in the department. Messrs. Uruger & Moore having finished 
the work, as indicated in my advertisement to the lst volume, 
which was issued in November last, influenced by the consider- 
ation of the great necessity which exists for the publication and 
circulation of all that has been ordered to be published within 
the shortest practicahle period, I furnished them with copies of 
the journals of the senate and house of representatives for the 
May session of 1827, without agreeing on the price to be char- 
ged, having determined, inasmuch as it embraces a large con- 
tract, not to recognize their agreement with the committee 
above referred to, unless it shall first be sanctioned by con- 
ress. 
E Whilst on the subject of public printing, I would beg leave 
most respectfully to remark, that, iu other governments similar 
to our own, the secretary of the senate and the chief clerk of the 
house of representatives, are permanently appointed, whosc 


" duty isis to superintend'the- publication of the proccedings of 
` the ‘tivo houses respectively, and make the necessary disburse- 
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ments for the:execution. of, the . sames-—the publication of the 
laws only devolving on the department of state, . It is for the 
wisdom of congress to determine whether this system shall be 
adopted with respect to ihis government, or the present method 
pursued. Assuring your. Excellency, at the same time, that the 
present incumbent of that department, has no predilection or 
choice, arising from personal considerations, between them.— 
] would also suggest the expediency of congress authorizing" a 
correspondence to ascertain the fixed rates of public printing at 
Washington City, in order to procure data for the election of a 
permanent.printer,.at.a future time, by the congress of this Re- 
public. 
I have the honor to be, 
With distinguished consideration and respect, 
Your obedient seryent, 
R. A. IRION, 
Sec’y. of State, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the: message, with the report, was 
‘for the present laid on the table, 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Gray, in- 
forming the house that the-senate had passed an act declaring 
certain children therein named, legitimate. — ' 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, having obtained.leave:of. the house, 
introduced a resolution providing for the. the.removal of seats of 
justice of counties; which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill from the senate declaring 
certain children therein named legitimate, was taken up, read 
a first:time, and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Rusk presented the petition of Jane Coleston and 
children, and moved that it be referred to a special committee, 
with instructions to report a general law embracing all cases of 
a like character—adopted. 

Messrs. Rusk, Wyatt and Baker were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Rusk, with leaye of the house, introduced a bill to im- 
pose a tax and regulate the issuing of printed, engraved, or 
lithographic change bills; which was read a first time. 

The speaker presented a communication from the auditor, 
relative to the claims of- Wm; and Amos Cooper; which. was 
referred to a.special committee, consisting of .Messrs Jones, of 
Austin, Branch and Gant. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the bill making it the 
duty of the district attorney to bring suit against the master 
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and owers of the stcam boat Columbus, was taken up, and read 
a first time. 

Mr. Jones moved to amend the bill, so us to read Columbia, 
instead of Columbus—adopted. 

Mr. Rusk moved that the standing committees be re-ap- 
pointed; which motion was adopted. 

The bill concerning the steam boat Columbia, was again 
under consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brezoria, it was referred to 

the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the house adjourned till 3 o’clock, 
p.m. 

Monpay evening, 3 o'ciock. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Rusk introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolied, That the commitice of three be appointed to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part of the senate, 
to enquire in, and report upon, the printing heretofore done 
under contr:ct with the secretary of state; and also to contract 
for the printing of the laws and journals of the present session 
of congress. 

Whereupon Messrs. Baker, Boyd and Jones, of Austin 


" were appointed said committee. 


Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the commitiec to whom was re- 
ferred the communication of the auditor relating to claims of 
William and Amos Cooper, reported a bill for their benefit. 

Mr. Douglass introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Be it resolved by ihe senate and house of representatives 
in congress assembled, That a committee ef cight be ap- 
pointed to draw up and report a bill to protect the frontier. 

Whereupon the speaker appointed Messrs Douglass, Lum- 
kin, Wyatt, Rowlett, Walker, Hill, Sutherland and Burleson to 
form the said committee. 

The bill regulating elections was taken up on ils second 
reading. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, offered a substitute, which was adopt- 
ed, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill referring to letters of administration was taken up 
and read asecond time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, the house adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
ten e'clock. À 
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Tusspay Mornina, 17th April, 1838. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. . 


In obedience to a resolution passed on yesterday, the spen- 


ker re-appointed the standing committees as follows: 

On Privileges and Elections—Messrs. Gazley, Billingsly, 
Brennan, English and McKinny. 

On Finance—Messrs. Menifee, Boyd, Douglass, Lumkin 
and Thompson. 

On Claims and Accounts—Messrs: Picrpont, Patton, Swift 
and Thornton. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Sutherland, Rowlett, Walker, 
Branch and Hardeman... 

Post Office—Messrs. Hill, Rowlett, Jack, Linn,and Grigs- 
b 

à Judiciary —Messrs. Biondi Rusk, Gazley, Jack and Gant, 

Military Affairs—Messrs. Rusk Burleson, Douglass, Wyatt 
and Patton. 

Naval Affairs—Messrs. J ones, of Austin, Bowes. *Thowton; 
Hardeman and Linn. ; 

Indian Atfairs—Messrs, Burleson, Rusk, McKinny, Ponton 
and Sutherland. 

State of the Republic Meee. Douglass, Hill, Billingsly, 
Picrpont and Thompson. 

Foreign Relations—Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Baker,Jack, 
Wyatt and Menifee. 

Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Baker and Boyd. 

- On motion, a standing committee was appointed on Coun- 
ty Boundaries, consisting of Messrs. Gant, Billingsly, McKinny, 
Grigsby and Walker. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria 
was added to the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, Mr. Swift was added to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Rowlett presented a petition ef ere citizens of Red 
River county, in behalf of Betsy Ann Forbs; which was referred 
to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition of J. B. Robertson and 
others; which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

‘Mr. Gazicy presented a petition from Allen Vince, which 
was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Swift presented a petition from sundry citizens of Jas, 
per county, (Zavala Rangers;) which was referred to the com, 
mittee on public lands. : 
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Mr. Menifee presented a memorial from John H. Longley, 
and others, permanent volunteers; which was referred to the 
committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Burleson presented a petition from sundry’ persons of 
Bastrop county, praying the organization ofa néw' ‘county; 
which was referred to the committce on county boundaries. 

Mr. Gazley presented æ memorial from Fredrick Benning- 
haven, praying congress to grant a patent right for a farming) 
machine; reading suspended and laid:on the table. 

Mr. Baker introduced the the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Speaker be required to appoint in ad- 
dition to the standing committees already appointed, a standing 
committee on internal improvements, to consist of five members. 
Messrs. Swilt, Jones of Austin, Boyd, Menifee and Lumpkin, 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Gazley presented a petition from D. W. Babcock, 
which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Valentine Bennett; 
which was referred to the conimittee on public lands. 

Mr. Grigsby from the select committee to whom was refer- 
red the bill to'incorporate the Neches Navigation Company, re- 
ported that no obstructions exist in the Neches and its tributa- 
rie of sufficient magnitude to justify the passage of an act grant- 
ing exclusive powers and privilege toany company orcorporation 
for clearing out ofthe said river, &c; and that an act passed 
December l4th, 1837, for clearing out Attoyac Angeline and 
Neches rivers, makes ample provisions for the navigation of the : 
same, and suggested the passage of an act supplementary to an 
act entitled “an act for ckearing out said river," that the word 
“bordering,” jin the second section of the act be so construed as’ 
to extend to all lands lying within nine miles of the rivers. 

Mr. Rusk moved to disagree to the report; which was adop- 
ted. On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Billingsly introduced tte following resolution, which’ 

was adopted: "n 

Resolved, thatthe committee of three to whom was referred 
the communications from Bastrop, be authorized to act with such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the senate and 
to receive oll propositions and cóuimunications relative to the 
permanent location of theseat of goverttment for the republic. 

Mr. Hardiman introduced a resolution authorizin g improve- ` 
ments to be made to the house and lot ^urchased for the Erec- 
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itive, and for the purchase of furniture &c which was read à 
first time. i 

. Mr. Rusk obtained leave, and introduced a bil for foreclo- 
sing mortgages on real arid persohal estate; which was read a 
first time and reférred tó thé’ cominittee on the judiciary: 

Mr. Patton introduced the following resollition, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary, of the treasury bé réquired to 
make a full réport of the state ‘of his department as 500n. as’ 
practicable. 

Mr. Billingsly introduced the following: resolutiuti, which 
was adopted: 

` Resölóed That a’ committee of three be appointed to revise 
and amend the direct tax law, and report: thereon as .sóon as- 
practicable: 

Messrs Billingsly, Hardiman and Jones of Austin were-npz 
poitited said ‘committée. 

A. communication was received fromthe cómmissioner: gen- 
eral of the general land office; which” Was read and laid on the 
table. ; 

Mr. Baker offered thé following resolution: ` ; 

Resolved, that the senate be invitéđ'tó meet the house at. 
thřee clock. P. M. to go into elections to fill vacancies. whielt: 
have’ occurred in the different offices under the land law. 

- Mr. Jones of Brazoria offéred in lieu thereof; and 4s asub: 
stitute, the following, which was adopted: E 

Resolved; That the commissioner geüeral of the land office 
be requested to report to this house’ all facts which maybe in 
his possession in relation to the land office -of the county of Bex- 
arand thie reasons which influctiéed him in refusing the appoint 
ment of codnty surveyor to the person recommended by the 
board of larid commissioners of the county. 

A conimunication fram the auditor relative to certain claims 
was received; and referred to the committee on military affairs. 

A communication from the auditor accompanied by: twa 
accounts, was received and réferred to the committee on claims 
and accounts; 

Mr. Ponton introduced a bill to ‘provide’ for the: pajment 
of. government dues in audited paper which was read a first 
time. 

The engrossed’ bill entitled “an act supplementary. to an 
dbt regülating elections,” passed October 26th, 1837, was taken 
dp, read a third time, and passed. 
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A bill relating to letters of adivinisleation was taker up o ti 


a. third reading, 
Mr. Jones of Austin moved that it be plačcd back on its 


‘second reading, subject to amendment; adopted. 


On,motjon of, Mr. Gazley it was referred to the committed 
on the judiciary. 

On:motion of Mr. Gant, the communication from the com.’ 
missioner general ofthe general land office was referred to the 
committce on public lands. 

. A joint resolution for the removal of the scat of, justice of 
counties was read asecond time. ` 

On.motion of Mr. Rowlett it was referred to the committee 


on county boundaries. . . 
Gn motion of Mr. Gazley the house adjourned till 3 o'clock 


P.M. . "x m i 
Dope Pus 3! o CLOCK. 

-.The house.met pursuant to adjournment. . 

. A. bill:to impose. a tax on and regulate the i issniug of. print- 
ed, engraved or lithographed change bills. 

Mr. Rusk offered.the following amendment to come in af- 
ter the amendment to come.in after the first section “and, thall 
give bond ‘and security in the sums of fifty thousand dollars for 
the redemption of all bills-issued, which bonds shall be payable 
to'the President of ‘he republic and approved by the county 
court, and shall be subject to be sued on at the instance of any 
one agrieved; ;' which was adopted. . 

| Mr. Baker offered a substitule to the bill. 

- On motion of Mr. Rusk the-bill and substitute was refer- 
red to a special committee, eousteting of Messrs, ` Gazley, Rusk 
and Baker., .... 

A joint resolution. for ‘vacating. offiees where the ineum- 
bents refuse promissory notes was under consideration, " 

Mr, Gant moved to-lay the resolution on the table for the 


present; which was adopted. . 
A bill. forthe benefit of William and Amos Cooper was ta- 
ner up. 
Mr. Billingsly offered a substitute, which was withdrawn. 
‘Mr. Sutherland moved its indefinite postponement; thé ques- 
tion being put, “shall the bill be indcfinitely postponed. The 
ayes and -noes-being- called..for, Messrs. Billingsly Dougrass, 
Gant, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton Power, Rusk, Row- 
lett, Sutherland, and Walker, (12) yotcd.in the affirmative: and 
Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, 
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Jones of Austin, Linn, Pierpont, Ponton; Swift Thornton, and 
Wyatt, (13).voted.in the negative. |. . ener D 

. Mr: Jones of Aus tin moved .to dispenense: with’ ihe rud 8, and 
that the bill be read a third time, which. moton was l lst. . 3 

The bill was then ordered to.be engrossed. 

On motion, of Mr. Rusk. the report of the AEN. state 

- was referred to. the committee. of: three appointed | to. join such 

committee as may be appointed on the part of the senate to en- 

quireintó, and report upon the printing heretofore done tinder 

contract with the secretary. of state, and also, the contract for 

the. printiag clfithe. -láws and Jeonan of. ihe present. sessio ef 
congress... 

Mr. Rusk - offered the f ollqwiag desolütiony" hich Was 
adopted, 

- Gdesolved That: the committee on:public, lands. be rgğujred't to 
examine and report upon. the. general land office, :..... 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the report of the; cornmigsioner 
general of the land; office, was referred to the committee, on pabi 
lic landse |... 

On motion of Mr. Branch the house adjourned n tomer 
row morning lO.o'clock..  .;. uit 

Wepnespay Mornina Arni. ig. 

The house met pursuant;to adjournment... . n., 

„A petition from ‘sundry citizens.of. Shelby county. in be- 
hnl£ofthe children of J oseph. Manning decease 1, was: : presented 
and referred to the committee on publie lands, . 

^". A petition from Emanuel Carter and others j in’ his behalf 
was presented, and 
. , On motion.of Mr. Sutherland, referred tothe committee on 
the judiciary. 

A remonstrance from sundry citizens of Red. Riyer. county 
was, on motion of Mr. Rusk, laid-on the table. -— S 

A communication. from the.auditor concerning an account 
of John Forbes, administrator of M;: B... Clark, was. ‘presented, 
and referred tocommittee on. claims and accounts. | E 

Mr. McKinay. presented. a petition from sundry . citizens, of 
Red River county, prayiug for the organizing ofa new county, 
-which was referred tothe committee on county ‘boundaries. 

«i. A petition from Isaac. D.. Boyce was, 1 presented and. refer- 
icd. to the-comittee-on publiclands. — .. : 

Mr. Sutherland from the committee on public: ‘lands, to 
whom was: referred -the petition of John Murphey and; others, 
reported unfavorably to the. prayer of the petitioner; which, re- 
port was adopted. 
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Mr. Baker from the cothinittee ‘appoirited to act with dike 
gommittee on the part of the seriate, to éoritra ct for the public 
printing &c. made a réport accompanied with a memorial from 
Messrs. Cruger & Moore: which, on motion óf Mr. Jones of 
Austin. was referred 6 a joint committee’ on printing. 

Mr. Gazley. fiom the’ éóminitteé "on elections, ‘repo: ted 
that the committee had examined the several docühbients refor. 
red to them, aud that Timothy Swift, from the county of Jas- 
pér; John Boyd from the ‘county of Sabine, and Payton S. Wy- 
att from the county of Red River are duly elected Fepresenta- 
tives in congréss to supply the váeancies oceasioned by the re- 
signation of Messrs. William Clark and E. H. Tarrant, and the 
decease ofthe hdnorabl Samuel S. Léwis, which report was 
adopted. 

“A message was réceivEd from tlie President, accompanied 
with several documents, was | transmitted by: Mr. Hoyle, his pri- 
vate Sécretary. 

'' "On motion ef Mr Gazley, the memorial of Fredertck Ben- 
meen was referred to the committee on internal improve- 
nieht. 

Mr. Hill introduced ihe following resolution: whieh was 
adopted: 

Be it resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
examine ints the inannér of transacting business between the 
aüditorial and other departments, an. to report such amend- 
ments to the laws on that subject now in force as they shall 
deem most expedient. Messrs. Douglass, Jones of Brazoria 
and Rowlett are appointed that cmmittee. : 

Mr. Power introduted the following resolution: which was 
adopted: 

Resolved That the President be requested - to: communicate 
to this house our relations and the: nature‘and character of. the 
treaties, &c. with thé several nation and ‘tribes of Indians with- 
in the limits of this Republic. - 

Mr. Hardimàn withthe léave of the house, introduced a 
bill to incorpórate the Caney havvigation company, which was 
read a first time. 

... Mr. Ponton.intródüced a bill to repeal a part: ofan act: to 
incorporate the town of Gonzales, which was reád à first time. 

Mr. Rusk having obtained leave, introduced a bill to se- 
cure the right of appéal, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, from the committee to whom was 

* referred the memorial of Edward Hall, reported saa to 
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the prayer of.thé petitioner, and recommended that congress 
should act promptly on tbe subject, and adopt such ‘measures 
as will :redeem the promises made.by:the:governmentto the 
holders of land scrip, as A in the memorial*-which report 
„was adopted. 

The IM ind accompenying. documents from 
the. President.were. read -and referred. tothe committee on the 
judiciary. —. 

The bill for the benefit of William and Ans Cooper was 
taken up and put upon its final passage: . 

- 'Theayes and.noes-were called for, and tlie question being 
sut, “shall the bill pass?” Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch Bur- 
‘eson, Boyd, Jones.of Austin, Linu, Patton, Swift, Thornton and 
Wyatt Ll, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Billingsly, Bren- 
ah, Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Grigsby,, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, 
f Brazoria, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, . Ponton, 

Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Walken, 19, voted in the 
iegative: so tue bill was lost. 

The bill providing for the- payment of government dues 
with audited paper was taken up, and.on motion of Mr. Rusk, 
"eferred to the committee on Finance. 

'The-joint-resolution to provide for repairing the President's 
rouse, and for the purchase. of furniture was taken up on ils sc- 
cond reading. — . 

Mr. Rusk-moved to amend by inserting after.the word fur. 
iiture,””-“‘not to cost exceeding — dollars, which was adopt- 


It was then moved to fill the blank with five ousand dol- 
iaas; lost. 

Mr. Jones of Austin mevel io fill the blank wi.. three 
thousand dollars, which motion was adopted. 

‘Mr. Branch moved to strike out the provision saying “the 
furniture shallinure and belong to the government; lost, The 
bill was then ordered to be.engrossed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Burleson, the house adjourned till 3 o- 
clock P. m. , x 

WapsksbAx Evenine, 3 0 ‘LOC PM) 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Billingsly introduced the. following NEN which 
was adopted: _., 

Resolved, That the secretary. of war, be required to. inform 
the house for what cause he discharged Capt. Lynch ` ‘and his 
company from the ranging service, and the reasons. why he. re- 
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fuses to issue warrants for the extra bounty larid to those who 
were ‘in the battles of San Jacinto, &c. ^ - 

A communication, accompanied with other documents fot 
the secretary of the treasury, was received, and on motion’ of 
Mr. Branch, referred to aspecial committee consisting of Messrs. 


‘Jones of Brazoria, and Branch. : 


Mr. Rusk presented accounts of M Bracey and James 
Foster, which were referred to the eemunttce on claims and ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Jones of Austin presented an account of Daniel Tay- 
lor, which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

‘A commznication from the commissioner general of the 
land oflice was received, which, together with the. accompany- 


‘ing documents, was referred to the committce on public lands, 


with authority to call on the commissioner. general. for papers 
and information. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house adjourned till 10 
Q ‘clock to-morrow morning. 

THURSDAY Mornina, APRIL 19, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria presented a petition from J. H. Mil- 
ler, which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

‘Mr. Gant presented a petition from Gidcon a 
which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Billingsly presented a -petition from Seth M. “Blair, 
which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Sutherland from the committee on public lands to whom 
was referred the petitions of Valentine Bennet, Zavalla Ran- 
gers, sundry citizens of Red River county, for the benefit of 
Betsey Ann Forbes and Allen Vince, made a report. that none 
of the petitioners, except the last mentiened, should be:granted, 
and introduced and' recommended the passage of a resolution 
declaring John Vince the legitimate son of Allen Vince, &e. 

Mr. Rusk moved to re-commit the report to the committee 
or public lands——tost. 

Mr. Rusk moved to re commit to the committee on the ju- 
diciary—lost. ` 

Mr. Gant moved to lay the reporton the table. ~The ayes 
and noes being called for, and the question put “shall the report 
be laid on the table?” Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, 
Gaziey, Gant, Jones, of Austin, Jones, of Brazoria, Linn, Picr- 
pont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Swift, Thornton, Walker, and Wy- 
att, I6, voted in the affirmative. “Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, 
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Brennan, Boyd Grigsliy; Hardemen, Hill, Menifee, McKinny, 
Patton, Rowlett and Sutherland, I9, voted i in the negative; 80 
the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
reported unfavorably to the petitions of Messrs E. Morrel, and 
Charles S. Burbank;:and that they had under consideratien the 
accounts:of Dr. S. Booker and Stephen Smith, and. reco mend- 
ed the passage of the accompanying bill for their benefit; he fui- 
ther reported that the committee had examined .the petition of 
Thomas D. Allen, iu regard to an audited draft which the. pete 
tioner has lost, and recommended the passage of the accom- 
panying law on that subject, which report was concurred in. 

" Mr. Branch, . from the judiciary committee, to whom was 
referred an act entitled an act‘ providing. for the foreélosi g of 
mortgages on' real and personal: estate, made a report, a and re- 
. commended the passage of the -bill with the following amend- 
" ments: In section 3d, line 2d, after mortgages, insert. *üpon, rea] 
estate;” in the ad: line; same section, strike ont the word “mort- 
gagor liv es," and insert “land is situate;” i in the.sixth line, same 
section, afler the word “mortgage,” insert “upon personal prop- 
erty in the county where the mortgagor lives;" which report 
was adoptcd. 

Mr. Douglass, from the committee to whom was referred 
the resolution for the protection of the frontier, introduced and 
recommended the passage of a bill; which was.read a first time. 

Mr. Sutherland presontád a proposition from Henry Austin 
for the purmanent location of the seat of government. 

On motion, it was transmitted to the senate. 

Mr. Rusk introduced a bill to repeal the thirty-seventh sec- 
tion of an act organizing .the inferior courts, &c.; which was 
read a first time... 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented a joint resolution i in fa- 
vor of John J. Linn; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved that the rule be dispensed 
with, and the bill read a second time; which motion was lost. 

Mr. Gant offered a joint resolution in regard to vacancies 
in offices connected with the general land office; which was read 
a first time 

Mr. Rusk introduced the following resolution; which was 
adopted:- 

Resolved, That the séleét committee to whom Was referred 
the communications from the secretary of the treasury, with 
accompanying documents, be authorized to call on that officer 
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was read a first time. . 


24 


for the correspondence between him and the commissioners who 
were authorized to negotiate a loan on the bonds of the govern- 


ment. " 
The bill from the senate tö repeal an: act therein named; 


Mr. Douglas; moved iis indefinite postponement. The 
ayes and noes being ca.led for, and the question being put, “shall 
the bill be indefinitely postponed?” Messrs. Speaker,: Douglass, 


and Swift, 3, voted in the aflirmatave; and Messrs. Baker, _ 


Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Gazley; Grigsby, 
Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones; of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 


Linn, Lumkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton;. 


Power, Rusk, Sutherland, Thornton, Walker and Wyatt; 26, 
voted in the negative; so the- bill was lost. 
The bill was then laid on the table. 


The joint resolution for repairing the president’s hbüse,&c.- 


was taken up on its third réading. . | 

On motion, thé rule was suspended in order to amend. 

Ón motion of Mr. Billingsly, it was laid on the table. 

' An act secüring the right of appeal,” was read a second 

time, and ordered to'be erigrossed. | 

“An act repealing part of an act incorporating the town 
of Gonzales,” was read a second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

“An act to incorporate the Caney Navigation, Company," 
was read a second time atid ordered to be engrossed. 

A communication from the secretary of war was fead. 

Mr. Billingsly moved that it be referred to a special coni- 
mittee; adopted. TE 

Messrs. Billingsly, Rusk and Swift wete appointed the 
committee. 26 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the house adjourned till 8 o’- 
clock, p. m. | "TEE m 
THURSDAY EVENING, 3 O'clock. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. PET 

On motion of Mr. Sutherlarid, Mr. Rusk was added to the 
committee on publie land. m» 

On motion of Mr- Branch, the house proceedea to the 
election of a chaplain.: E Se een d 

Mr. Rowlett nominated the Rev. Wiliam Y; Allen; 

Mr. Patton nominated Padre Valdess; and 

Mr. Gazley nominated the Rev. Charles Newell. 

After balloting, the votc stood— 


“For Allen; — - : 13 
For Valdess, ^ - sou 
For Newell, - 2. 4 
Blank, >- + - - 


Mr. Allen having received a majority of all the votes, was 
duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Jones; of Austin; leave was granted to 
withdraw the accounts and papers accompanying them, of Wm. 
and Amos Cooper. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition of J. "Worstér, relative to 
making a map of Texas. ^ 

Mr. Thornton moved to refer the netition to the committee 
on county boundaries; which was adopted. - 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from M; A. Bingham, and 
introduced a resolution requiring the Ist auditor to audit his 
claim for one hundred and fifty dollars, $c.; which was read a 
first time. 

Mr. Branch, from the select committec to whom was refer- 
red the report of the secretary of the treasury, together with the 
accompanying bill entitled “an act to authorize the peresident 
to negotiate a loan on the bonds of the government not exceed. 
ing five mill óns of dollars" madea report recommending the 
passage of the bill; adopted. 

The bill entitled “an act to authorize the president to ne: 
gotiate a loan on the bonds of the government not cxceeding 
five millions of dollars," being under consideration, 

Mr. Gant moved to lay the bill ón the table; which motion 
was lost. 

The bill was then read a second tirhe; and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill *to provide for the re-auditing of lost drafts," was 
. read a first time. 

A bill “for the relief of Stephen Smith,” was read à first 
time. 
| A bill “for the relief of Dr. S. Booker," was read a first 

lime. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the house adjour: ed until 10 
o'clóck to-morrow morning. 

: FRIDAY, April 20th, 1838. 

pU The house niet pursuant tó adjournment, and was opened 

A with prayer by the Rev. William Y. Allen. 

| Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented a claim from Henry Asb- 
D 
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by for Demurrage, &c.; which was referred. to the committee 
on claims and accounts. RD 

Mr. Branch, from the judiciary donice io whom was 
referred the petition of Emanuel J..Carter,' reported unfavora- 
bly to the prayer of the petitioner; which report.was' adopted. 

Mr. Menifee, from the committee on finance to whom was. 
referred the -bill entitled.*aü ‘act: supplementary to an act to 
to süstaif the' currency of the country;”: and.also.: the : bill “to. 
provide for the payment of government dues-in audited pa: 


“ per,"reported: -thatthe committee disagreed on the two: bills, 


and asked leave to return them to the house; adopted. 

‘Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims:and accounts, 
reported that they had:exemined and considered the petition of- 
D. W..:-Babcock, and are-of. opiüion:that the prayer.of thé peti- 
tioner should not be:gratited; that they have also considered the. 
account of Gco, C. Childress, and'aré of opinion. that it is just, 
and recommend the passage of accompanying bill for his relief; 
that they have-examined the account of -O. B. Hardeman, and 
recommend the passage of a bill for his benefit; also the. account: 
of William Long for services in the Hospital, and recommend - 
the passage of a bill for his benefit; also the petition of Forbes, ` 
Brooks & Co., and reccommend the. passage of a bill for their ` 
benefit; and also the petition of Mildred Kirkpatrick; and they . 
ask leave to return the same to.the house, as it:was improperly 
relerred. The committee-bave also’ had under consideration, 


the account of Daniel: Fylor;fiand-recommend the payment of;; 


the same, and reported a bill for his benefit; which report was 
concurred in. 

. Mr. Gazley, from the committee te. whom was referred ie 
bill “to impose a tax on, and regulate the issuing of, printed, en- 
ein and lithographic: eubnge bills" reported a substitute for 
the bill. 

: Mri Rusk moved. that: the report be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house; adopted. 

‘On motion ,of Mr. Rusk, the house resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole—Mr. Jones, of Brazoria in the oat: 

On motion-of Mr. Jack, the committee rose. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, chairman; of the cowie of the 
whole, reported that the-committee had had under consideration 
the bill “te imipose'w tax on, and regulate the issuing of,: change 
bills;” and reported the original: bil with sundry amendments; 
and ‘asked fhe eoneurrencc of. ad ‘house; whieh report was con- 
curred in. ; 
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fie. Swift intro ucéd the folowing Pósolüioh, “wich was 
ádopiedi. S ied ue pal D ute pee eL 

. "Bésoléed, "That a committee of three be ‘appointed to wait 
on the sénate.and inform that body thatithe ‘house’ will'be ready 
at 3.0’clock, p. m. ‘to-morrow tó proceed’ to the ‘élection of ofli- 
ces to fill vacancies that have occurred under tlie land ‘law, atid 
“to'inyite the senate to méet the hodSe at that'hoür to-go into 


atin yii Mi ril. : 
(hejointeléctións, —^— e od 
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o Mr Branch intródüced ‘the following resolution; which was 
read a fitst time: c RN AMARE A d 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the fepub- 
lic‘of Texas in congress assembled, That the ‘secretary: of the 
treasury be, and he is hereby authorized’ to uppoint, whenever 
he'inày deem propér, a suitable person 1o sign his iaie, as 
proxy, on tlie promissory notes of the government. = ^" gy 


É zy E - + th pagite ti c awr a ES tg ene 
_ Mi. Patton presented the following resolution, which ‘was 
adopted: AS ms di EE E 


"Resolved, That the secretary ofthe treasury be requested 
to report to this house, the amount of sales of land scrip made 
by John K. Allen and other agents, since his last réport, at what 
prices the same bas been disposed of, and tite atiownt of Scrip 
remaining on hand. i Nu IP: 
. Mr. Rusk presented the following résolution, Which was 
adopted: — ' Wr DEP — " 
^. Resolved, That the committee on foreign relations be ih- 
structed to enquire into and report upoii the subject of the boun- 
dary line between this government and that of the United 
States. — hd MT E 

' The bill entitled “an act to authorize the president to ne- 
gotiate a loan on the bonds of the government not exceeding 
five millions of dollars,” was taken up of its final reading. 

- On motion, the rule was snspendéd in order tò Amend. 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out the second section, and in- 

sert in lieu thereof the following: “That the said conimissioners 
shall have power to negotiate and. sch bonds for the notes of 
any hank or banks whose paper shall bé at par with the best 
bank paper in'the cities of New York and Peilidelphias and 
the said commissiéners shall have power te stipulate that ‘the 
notes of any such bank’ or Binks purchasing bonds Tå the amodüt 
of one hundred thousand dollars, or more, shall be received in 
payment of all public dues, so long as said bank or banks, stall; 
in the judgment ofthe poverhthent of "Pétas; be of ddd char- 
acter and worthy of confidence.” CA RR a w 
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Mr. Gant offered a substitute for the substitute: «That the 
said commissioners shall have power to sell the bonds of the 
government for gold and silver only." The ayes and noes be- 
: ing called for, and the question put, *shall the substitute for the 
i substitute be adopted?" those who voted in the affirmative were 
i Messrs. Boyd, Grigsby, Gant, Menifee, Power, Rowlett, Swift, 
X and Wyatt—8. Those in ihe negative Messrs. Baker, Branch, 
Billingsly, Brennan, Douglass, Gazley, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, 
: of Austin, Jones, of Brazoria, Linn,Dumpkin, McKinny, Patton, 
; Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Sutherland, Thornton and Walker—21. 
So the substitute was lost, 
, The vote was then taken on the substitute offered by Mr. 
Rusk, when it was adopted. | 

Mr. Menifee moved to strike out from the 7th section so 
much as pledges the proceeds of the sales of the public domain. 
The ayes and noes being called for, these who voted in the 
affirmative were Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Brennan, Boyd, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Menifee, Pierpont, Power, Rowlett, 
Swift and Wyatt—13. Those in the negative, Messrs. Speak- 
er, Billingsly. Gazley, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of Austin, Jones, 
of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Rusk, 
Sutherland, Thornton and Walker—16. So the motion to strike 
out was not adopted. i 2 l 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to amend by adding to the 
7th section, the followirg: *Proyided nothing herein contained 
shall be so construed as to preclude the government from the 
right of making reservatious of public domain for goverament 
purposes.” The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to amend the Ist section, 9th 
line, by inserting, after “Washington,” the words “or London 
or Paris.” The motion was adopted. m 

Mr. Menifee moved to strike out all of that part of the 2d 
section after the words “five years;” which motion was lost. 

The bil] being put upon its final passage and the ayes and 
noes called for, those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. 
Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Douglass, Gaz- 
ley, Hardeman, Jones, of Austin, Jones, of Brazoria, Linn, 
Lumpkin, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk,Sutherland,Thorn- 
ton, Walker—19. Those in the negative, Messrs. Boyd, Grigs- 
by, Gant, Menifee Ponton, Power, Rowlett, Swift, and Wyatt 
—10: so the bill passed. l 


: Mr. Jones, of Brzagoriayintroduced the following resolution, 


d which wus adopted: 
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Resolved, That the secretary of state be requested tò com. 
municate to this house any information in the possession of that 
department relative to the subject ofthe boundary line between 
this E rA and that of the United States. — - 

Mr. mdi ys from the select committee- to whom was Te: 


ta aw oe 


was vend a first time. — . 

The bill “repealing the. 37th section of an act organizing the 
- inferior courts,” was read a- second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

On motion of Mr.4Rusk,the bill “for foreclosing mortgages” 
was taken up on its second reading, |. 

Mr. Gant moved to amend the first section by striking. out 
“one month," and inserting in lieu thereof, “ninety days;" which 
motion was adopted. 

Mr. Gant moved to amend the last section by striking out the 
words “mortgagor lives;” which motion was lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the resolution. for repair- 
ing the president's house, &c. was taken up. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, offered a substitute; which was lost, 

_ On motion of Mr. Rusk, the resolution was referred to a 
committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Rusk, Brennan and 
Thornton. . 

Mr. Rusk, with leave, presented a petition or claim from 
P. S, Wyatt, which was referred io a special committee, with 
instructions to report by bill or otherwise. 

Messrs. Rusk, Burleson and Sutherland were appointed 

said committee, 

Mr. Branch introduced the following resolution: 

_ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the secretary of 
the treasury be, and he is s hereby authorszed to deposit with the 
treasurer, from time to time, in promissory notes, an amount 
equal to.that which may. be received into the treasury,"which 
shall be paid out as congress inay direct; Provided, "That the 
whole amount in circulation shall no time exceed. six hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars; which was read a first time, 

- Qn motion, the house adjourned until Monday morning at 
9 o'clock. a n D n 
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“The house inet ausit tò adjotirnment, and was opétied 
by ‘prayer from the Rey. Mr. Allen. . ái 

Mr. Gazley presented’ aipetition from Thomas A. Waitt; 
which was referred to the committeé-on naval affairs, 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented a petition from the “Tex- 
as steam mill company ;” which was referred to the committee on 
internal improvemeiits. : 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Samuel Hawes, which 
was referred to ihe committee on public lands. 

Mr. Linn presented à pétition from sundry citizens ‘of Gon- 
zales county; which was referred to a special committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Linn, Ponton and Baker. 

^ "Mr. Gant, from ‘the Coiiimittee ‘on county boundaries, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution for the removal of'scats 
of justice-of counties, reported unfavorable to the passage of the 
resolution, and. recommménded its indefinite postponement; the 
committee had also had under consideration the petition “of J. 
Worster, and reported unfavorable to the prayer of the petition- 
er, and asked to be discharged from the further paps acre uen of 
the same. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the report &c. were 
referred to a special committee of five, Cónsistiüg of Messrs, 
Jones, of Austin, Jack, Hardeman, Swift and Grigsby. ~ 

Mr. Sutherland, from the committee on public lands who 
were iüstructed by a resolution to examine and report upon the 
general land office; and also to enquire into and report upon the 
subject of the office of county ‘surveyor, for the county of 
Bexar, reported, that the committée have ‘not as yet had time 
for a thorough examination of the general land office; but so far 
as they have examined, great credit is due to the incumbent 
thereof; and the commitice asks further time te complete the 
examination. -On the subject of the alleged vacaney in the 
office of surveyor for the courity of Bexar, the committee are of 

opinion that no vacancy has occurred, and recommend that Mr, 
Trimble, the Surveyor, proceed to the discharge of the duties 
of said office; which réport was concurred inè ` 

Mr. Branch, from the judiciary committee to- whem’ was re- 
ferred the bill authorizing suit to be b. ought against thé steam. 
boat Columbia, and repealing an act to encourage steam navi- 
gation, reported that there was no testimony to justify an action 
against the steam boat Columbia, ánd -they therefore recom 
mend that the first section be stricken out; which repart wad 
concurred in. 
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to whom was referred 
a bill for his benefit. E BN IN 
Mr. Rusk, having obtained leave, introduced a bill entitled 
an act to dispose of the forfeited lands of the Republic, and to, 
authorize the location of certain. lands;. which , was. read a first 
time. ^ RARE l d 
~ Mr. Sutherland. introduced , a, resolution. requesting the 
president to inform the house why he has refused to sign patents 
that have. been, presenfed.to bim for his signature; which was 


ij 


adopted. MEME . MM 
‘Mr, Thornton introduced a joint resolution reserving to the 
Bovernment all mines, minerals and salt lakes; which was read a 
first time and referred to the commijttee on public lands, — . .- 
Mr. Rusk, with leave, introduced à memorial from sundry 
citizens of the Republic on the, subject of a system of popular. 
Education; which was referred to a' special committee, . consist- 
ingjof Messrs. Rusk, Jones, of Brazoria, and Wyatt. p 
“Mr. Gant, from the committee on county boundaries, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry, citzens. of Washing- 
ton county, for the removal of the seat of justice, and that from 
the cilizens of Montgomery. and Wasbington. counties on the 
subject of their county line, reported. unfayorable to the prayer 
of the first petition; and on the subject of the establishment of 
the county line prayed for in the last, they recommended the 
passage of the accompanying bill; which report was adopted» 

' Mr. Sutherland introduccd the following resolution, which 
was adopted: NU "A 
—— Resolved, That. the committee on. public lands be authorized 
to employ a clerk, provided the salary shall not exceed five dol- 
lars per day. anu | QE l 

Mr. Baker introduced. the following resolution, which was. 
adopted: ; 

— Resolved, That a standing committee on engrossed bills,.to 
consist of two members, be appointed in addition to the othér 
standing committees, ` É 

Messrs. Gant and Rowlett werc.appointed said committee. 
Mr. Brennan introduced the following joint resolution: ^ . 
Resolved by the senate and house .of ‘representatives of the. 
Republic of Texas in congress assembled, That all persons who 
were actually in the service of. the, Republie.at the daté of the 
declaration of Independence, are hereby’ entitled to the same 
privileges as though they were actual residents at tbat time; 
which was read a first time. c ME a Sy 
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Mr. Sutherland, having obtdinnd leave, introduced a bill 
providing for the removal: of the scat of government; which was 
read a first time. i pe o 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria introduced the foHowirig joitit re: 
solution: l l | 

Whereas; the citizens of the Republic of Texas, at their 
election for President and other office.s in the year 1836, ex- 
pressed an almost unanimous desire to become annexed to. the 
Ünited States ofof North America; in consequence of which 
expression a proposition for annexatión was made through our 
minister resident at the city of Washington, which proposition, 
after having been duly considered, has been distinctly and un- 
conditionally refused by that government, and for reasons which 
it is impossible for time or circumstances to invalidate or alter: 
and whereas, itis believed that Texas, having interests at va- 
riante with those of a large portion of the United States, and ha- 
ving also demouistrated her ability for self government, and for 
successfully resisting the efforts of her imbecile enemy to sübjd- 
gate her, and now trusting, as a wise policy dictates, to her own 
strength and resources, no longer desires such annexation: and 
whereas, it isa fact, that pending this hopeless negotiation, the 
recognition of the independence of Texas by Etigland aid óth- 
er Powers, so essential to our welfare; is delayed or prevented— 
Therefore: 

Be it resolved by the senate arid hovise of representatives of the re- 
public of Texas in congress assembled, -That his Excellency the 
Presidetit be authorized and required, so soon as he may think 
proper, to instruct our minister resident at Washington respect- 
fully to inform the government of the United States of North A- 
merica, that the government of Texas withdraw tlie proposition 
for the annexation of Texas to the said United States. 

The resolution was read a first time. ; ' 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, introduced the following resolution, 
which was adopted: | E. 

Resolved, 'That the jüdiciary committee be instructed to 
inquire into {` ` 'aw authorizing the commissioner of the general 
land officeto fill vacancies in the different Boards of land com- 
missioners of this Republic, and report what course it is necessa- 
ry for congress to adopt in relation to said vacancies. | . 

Mr. Swift introduced a resolution to invite the senate to 
meet the house and go into joint elections to fill vacancies that 
have occurred undor the land law; which, on motion, was laid 
oh thé table, 207 
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- The bill entitled tad act. for foreclosing mortgages on real 
and personal éstate,” was read a'third time and passed; ` 

The bill entitled “at an act to incórporate the Caney Nav- 
igation Company” was taken up and read a third time. ‘Fhe 
ayes and noes being called fòr, ón its final passe ge, and the ques: 
tion being put, “shall the bill pass?” those who voted in the af- 
firmative, were Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, 
Douglass, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin; 
Menifee, Patton, Ponton; Power, Sutherland, Thornton, and 
"Walker, 17.--Those in the negative; Messrs. Branch, Boyd; 
Grigsby, Gant, Jones of Austin. Jack, McKinny, Pierpont, 
Rusk, Rowlett and Wyatt, Il; So the bill passed. 

A bill entitled “an act securing the right. of appeal,” dc. 
Was read a third time and passed. . H l ~ 

A bill entitled “an act to repeal the 37th section of an act 
organizing inferior courts” was read a third time and passed; 

. . A bill “to repeal part of the law incorporating the town of 
Gonzales,” was fead a third time and passed. 

' A bill entitled “an act to repeal an act therein named” was 
read. l AM s 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was refefred to a select 
committee of three, consisting óf Messrs. Rusk, Swift and Jones; 
of Brazoria. | MAE 

Mı. Jack presented á petition from the captain and sailors 
of the schoon?r Pelican, which was refeffed t5. the committee 
on naval affairs. : 

The joint résolution tor vacating offices When incumbents 
refuse promissory hötes for fees, &c. was, on motion of Mr. 
Rusk, referred to the committee on finahee; 

The bill providing for the payment ef government ducs in 
audited paper was, on. niotion of Mr. Rusk.'teferred to the com- 
mittee on fiüiahice. i m 

. The bill “supplementary to an act eiititled an:act to sustain 
‘the currency ofthe country” was, on motion, referred to a spe: 
cial comtnittee, consisting of Messrs Rusk, Jones and Swift, — 

_ The several bills for the benefit of J. H. Miller, M. A. Bing- 

ham atid others were, on motion, referred to the committee on 

claims and accounts, that they may be consolidated into one act; 

A bill “to alter the boundary line between Washington and 

oatgomery coünties was read a first time. 

. On motion of Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Rusk was added to the 
cóininittee on claims and accounts. — — ~ 

A bill “to provide for the renewal of audited drafts, when 
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lost” was read. Mr. Rusk moved to amend it by s saying “ ap- 
plicant to pay fees for advertising;” adopted. The bill was read 
a second time, and ordered to be. engrossed, 

The bill in relation to vacancies, in offices under the land 
law was,'on motion df Mr: Gant, referred. to the committce on 
the judiciary, 

On motion of Mr. Brennan, the bill ior ihe protection of thie 
fronticr was taken up. Mr. Baker moved to refer the bill to. a 
Special committee of three: winch, was adopted. Messrs. 
Baker, Rusk and Brennan were appointed the committee, . 

The joint resolution authorizing the secretary of the trea- 
sury to appoint a proxy tosign his name, &c. was taken up. 
Mr. Rusk moved itsindefinite postponemont, which was adopted. 

A joint resolution supplementary ioa joint resolution for 
the relief of J. J. Linn was read a second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The bill toamend an act granting lands to those who were 
in the battle of San Jacinto and other baitles, was taken up ön 
its second reading. 

Mr. Menifee moved to amend by adding “and further pro- 
vided that this act shall not be so construed, that lands which 
have been or may be forfeited to government are subject to be 
located on by said claims, which motion was lost. The bill was 
then read asecond time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the secretary of the treas- 
ury to de posite with the treasurer promissory notes, &c.” was, 
on motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to the committee on finance. 

An act “incorporating the Neches Navigation Company” 
was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to the 
committee of the whole house. . 

On motion, the house resolved itself into committee of lie 
whole, Mr. Branch in the chair. , 

After some time spent thercin, the committee rose, an. Mr. 
Branch; the chairmen reported that they bad had under corn- 
sideration “an act to incorporate the Neches navigation com- 
pany.*and that the committec had instrücted him to report 
progress; and asked to be dischar ged from the further consider- 
ation.of the sames 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was referred to a select 
committee of three. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Rusk, Grigsby and Boja said 
committee, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the. house adjourned until 3 0% 
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, Monpay, 30 ‘clock P. Me. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Rusk,-from the special committee to whom was refer- 
red the resolution forr repairing the President’s house, &c., re- 
ported ‘a substitute, which was adopted. The resolution. was 
then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Jones of Austin presented the claim of Handy & Lusk, 
which was referred to the committce on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Brennan presented a petilion from sundry' persons in 
the service at the port of Galveston, which was referred to a 
special committee consisting. of Messrs, Brennan, Gant and Me- 
nifee. 

Mr. Gant presented a claim from Wm. P. Smith, which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. | 
_ The bill “to repeal an act for ihe encouragement of stéar 
navigation,” was read a second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, . 

Mr. Hardeman presented ü petition | from the judge and 
advocates of the bar of Matagorda district ‘court, praying a 
longer term, which was referred to the committee on the judi- 
clar 
Me. Rusk presented a-petition from B. Barn well, which 
was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Rusk, from the special committee to whom was refer- 
red the petition of P. S. Wyatt, reported favorably, and recom- 
mended the passage of the accompanying resolution: adopled; 
and the resolution was read a first time. 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of sundry citizens of Wash: 
inglon county, praying for the organization of a new county;. 
which was referred to the cemmittee on county boundaries. 

A communication from the-secretary of the treasury, with 
accompanying documents, was received and, referred to the 
committee on | püblic lands. - 

Mr. Rusk, fram the committee to whom Was referred the 
bill to lay a tax on and regulate the issuing of change bills, re- 
ported a substitute, which was adopted, read a second time and 
ordered to be engrossed, ' 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Gray, the 
secretary, informing the house fhat the Senate have passed a 
bill to encourage the rearing of horses; also, that they have hac 
under consideration the report | of the commissioners for thé per- 
manent location of. the seat of government, which report, to- 
gether wit bother propositions on the Same subject, they, had 
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referred to joint committee on the location of the permanent 
seat of government; also, a report from the joint committee ap- 
pointed 1o. examine the auditor's office, together with a memo- 
rial réspecüng Indian depredations:—was transmitted for the 
joint action of both houses. l 

The bill from the Senate “to encourage the rearing of hor- 
ses,“ was taken up. r l 

` On motion, the rule was suspended in order to amend. 

Mr. Menifee moved to amend by affixing letters so as ta 
qualify the word “Jack;” which motion was adopted. - 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

.. The memo ial from the Senate respecting Indian depreda- 
tions, was referred to the special committee for the protection 
of the frontier. l 

. The report of the Senate's committee, appointed to ey- 
amine the auditor's office, was concurred in, and a committee 
of three was appointed to confer with the committee appointed 
by the Senate op that subject. ol 

Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Rusk and Menifee, were ap- 
pointed said committee. l 

Mr. Branch moved that the house adjourn until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. The ayes and noes being called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Baker, 
Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Swift, Thornton, and Wyatt-—-16. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs, Speaker, 
Burleson, Boyd, Gazley, Hardeman, Lumpkin, Menifee, Mc- 
Kinny, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, and Sutherland---13. 

‘So the house adjourned. . "EM 

: Tusspay Mornrne, 24th April, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 

by prayer from the Rev’d Mr. Allen. l 7 
Mr. Sutherland presented a claim from Philip Dimett, which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Sutherland, presented a petition from James A. Syl- 
vester, which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, i I 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from H. R. W. Hill, by at- 
torney, which was referred to the committee on public lands, 

_ Mr. Sutherland, from the committee on public lands to 
whom were referred the petition of & Brightman, that of Wit- 


' Ham Godden and J.. W. Copse, alsó the petition of J. Ef. Smith 


\ 
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and Josiah Pomeroy, and the petition of Isaac D. Boyce, report- 


ed that the same had been under consideration, and the com- 
mittee were of opinion that it was inexpedient to pass an act 


for the special relief of thé petitioners, and asked to be dischar- _ 
ged from the further consideration of the sanz; which report - 


was adopted. 


Mr. Burleson, from the committee on Indian affairs, made : 


a report, and recommended that, as all means of a conciliatory 
and friendly character had failed to produce the desired effects, 
and as the Indians still continue their savage depredations, the 
secretary of war be instructed to order out a sufficient portion 
- ef the militia to operate on the frontier in three divisions, ctc. ; 
and the committee further recommend that no Indian tribe be 
permitted to settle south of a due west line to.commence on the 
boundary line between this government and the United States, 
one hundred miles above the upper settlements of Red River, 
etc. Which report was, for the present, laid on the table. 

Mr. Branch, from the committee on the judiciary to whom 
was referred “an act declaring certain children, therein named, 
legitimate:” reported unfavorably to the passage of the bill, 
. and recommended its indefinite postponement; which report 

was concurred in. ui a 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
reported-a bill fer the benefit of the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of those who have died or been killed in the service of the 
Republic. 2.8 B "DM 

" Mr. Rusk moved to disagree; which motion was lost. 


The report was then concurred in, = 


` 


Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
reported a bill for the relief of J. H. Miller, M. A. Bingham, 
and others; adoptcd. l ! 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a bill to preverit the is- 
suing of patents, under the land law, until after the expiration 
of sixty days, etc.; which was read a first time, 

Mr. Gazley introduced a joint resolution for perfecting ti- 
iles to lots on Galveston Island; which was read a first fime. 

A communication from the secretary of war, with accom- 
panying documents, was received, and, . € 

On motion of Mr, Patton, was referred to the committee 
for the protection of the frontier. 

—. Mr. Rusk presented the petition of Lewis Termillis, L. L. 
D., praying congress to incorporate the Salinilla Silk-and Wine 
company; which, on metion, was. referred tu the comniitiee-on 
internal improvements, > 


5 N pt gh he 
mos me o ola amps oe ee eee TS 
r 


r ty 


Samh ecsen 


a 


-—— - 


3 


p x 


ym 


v 


V8 Ap ah a den bial ERAT 


- 


are M 


» 
ae 


$3 


Mr. Gazley moved to tents with the rule and take up 
the bill to legitimize John Vince; which, was lost. 

. The bill for the benefit of the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of those who have been killed or have died in the service 
of the Republic, was read a first time. 

The bill for the benefit of J. H. Miller and others therein 

named, was read a first time. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts 
to whem the same was referred, reported the bill for the bene- 
fit of Forbes, Brooks & co.,. without amendment. The commit- 
tee returned the claims of J. R. Foster and E. C. Pettus, and 
poma that they be referred to the committee on mili- 

tary affairs; adopted. 

. Mr. Rowlett, from the .committec on engrossed bills, re- 
ported sundry bills. 

A bill entitled, “an act to repeal an act to encourage: steam 
navigation,’ was read a third time and passed.’ 

A bill “to amend an act granting lands to those who were 
in the battle of San Jacinto and other batiles,” was taken up 
on its third reading. 

The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage, and 
the question put, “shall the bill pass?” 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Grigsby, Hill, Patton, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thornton, and Walkei:---13. 

Those in the negative, Messrs. Baker, Boyd, Douglass, 
Gant, Hardeman, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, “Linn 
Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, and 
Swiit----16. So the bill was lost. 

The following message, with accompanying documents, 
from his Excellency, the President, was transmitted rene his 
private secretary Mr. Hoile, 

Lo the. House of Representatives of the Republic of Texas: 

In comp iance with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 23d instant, respecting the boundary liné be- 
tween this Republic and that of the United States, l herewith 
transmit a repart from the.secretary of State, and accompany- 
ing documents. SAM. HOUSTON. 

City of Houston, April 24th, 1838. 

Mr. Jack moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. The ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. Hardeman 
and Jack voted in the aflirmative. | 

Those i ip the negative were Messrs, , Speaker, Baker, Branch, 
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Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan; Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant; 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Ment- 
fee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Power, Rüsk, Rowlett, Suther- 
land, Swift, Thornton, Walker, and Wyatt----27; So the mc- 
tion waé lost. ME. 

‘On motion, the house adjourned until 8 o'clock, p: m: 

E ` TUESDAY, 3 O'CLOCK, P. M, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. — 

Mr. Jones; of Brazoria, Speaker pro tem., in the chair. 
.. . The joint resolution supplementary to a joint resolution for 
the relicf of J. J. Linn, approved December 18th, 1837, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The joint re:olution “providing for the renewing of audit- 
ed drafts, whén lost, etc.,” was read a third time. 

The ayes and noes being called for on its final passage: 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Grigsby, 
Gant, Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Swift, Walker'and 
Wyatt---9  . . AN ui 

Those in the negative, Messrs. Branch, Boyd, Douglass; 
Gazley, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Linn, McKinny, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton---13. 

So the resolution was lost. l . | 

The following message, together with accompanying docu- 
ments, from his Excellency the President, was transmitted thro' 
his private secretary Mr. Hoilc. 
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l l Executive DEPARTMENT, TEXAS: 

Gentlemen: The President has the pleasure of presenting 
to the notice and consideration of the honorable Congress, the 
accompanying report of the honorable secretary of the Navy, 
and commending the same tö the favorable deliberations: of 
your body. It has to be remarked; that at the commencement 
of the last Congress not one cent was plated at the disposition 
of the Executive. Jt was understoou that a blockade of our 
whole coast was certainly to take placei--a partial one for a 
while did exist. In this emergency, the action of the Depart: ' 
ment arose from a jealous regard to the public interest. I] trust 
benefit to the country has resdlted,'a$ will be seen by the ercc: 
tion ofa Navy Yard. [tis important tö the interest of Texaé 
that-she should possess the means and facilities of repairing her 
own vessels, and not be compelled to resort to foreign ports. 


| . . SAM HOUSTON: 
City of Houston, 22d April, 1828. Peu ue e 
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-Å bill “to provide for issuing change bills,” was taken up 
on its tbird readings | —. =, . 
. On motion of Mr: Branch; the rule was suspended in of- 
der to amend. u os 
Mr. Branch moved to strike out all after the enacting 
clause to the 5th section; The ayes and noes Being called for: 
Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Branch, 
Burleson, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, Jones of Brazoria, McKin- 
ny; Patton; Swift; and Walker----10. : 

_ Those in the negative, Messrs. Baker, Billingsly, Gazley; 
Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Pon- - 
ton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thornton and Wyatt--+16. 

So the motion to amend was not adopted. 

The bill was then put upon its final passage. The ayes 
and noes being called for: 

Aves—Messrs. Gazley, Gant, Hardeman, Linn, Lumpkin; 
Menifee, Ponton, Power, Sutherland, and Wyatt----10. 

^. ^Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson; Billingsly, Boyd; 
Douglass, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, McKinny, Patton, 
Pierpont; Rowlett, Swift, Thornton, and Walker---.16. 

So the bill was lost. 

The resolution for the withdrawal of the proposition forthe 
annexation of Texas to the United States, was, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, referred to the committee on 
foreign relations. | | 

Mr. Gant moved that tlie house adjóurn until to-morrow 
morning at 10 o'clock; lost; 

The bill “to provide for the removal of the seat of govern- 
inent," was, on motion, laid on the table. 

The bill “to alter and establish the boundary line between 
the counties of Washington and Montgomery,” was, 

_ On motion of Mr. Hill,.referred to a select committee con: 
sisting of Messrs. Hill, Jones of Austin, and Baker. 

The bill relating to forfeited lan:s, was, . 
, Ori motion sf Mr. Boyd, referred to a.special committee 
consisting of Messrs. Boyd, Rusk, and Sutherland. ' 
The message and accompanying documents from the Presi- 
dent, on the subject of the boundary line. between this govern- 
ment and the United States, were referred to the committee on 
foreign relations. "E l 

. The message and accompanying documents from the Presi- 
dent, on the subject of the Navy Department; were referred to 
the committee on naval affaina... 


Ón motion "of ‘Me. Swift; fhe-fiodse sijouriéd: untit- 30 

o'elóck' to-itiorrow giofniligi' - 

— WëbNësbay, April 25th; 183. 

The:housé me£ pursuaht'to ádjodrhment; and weds Se 
with prayer by the Kev. MiAMens > 

Mr. Bilingsly, who voted in the SCHO moved to re- 
consider tlie votë given on yesterday: on-the bill to: provide ‘for 
tlic issuing of change:bills; which motion was adépted. - 

On motion of Mr. J Jack, the Vote givén'on the- final passage 
of the bill “td \amiend an ‘act granting: ‘Hanus -tö those ‘who were 
in‘thé battle of San J deilio and öther battles,’ * was tetconsidei- 
edi ^ 
Mr. Menifee presented: a petition fiii thé chief €lark -of 
the general'land office, which was referréd to' ‘thie cotiiririttee on 
public lands. 

' Mr.” Burleson: ‘presented a pétitión fh sundry itiviéns òf 
Bastrop for the prótection óf the frontier: whieh Was Peferred 
to the! &óritiittee for the pretectioti/of the frontier: ME 

_ Mr. Rusk presented an affidavit for the benefit of John. 
Garrett; which was directed to be filed with his- petition. 

Mr. G Gazley presented a petitidn from Judge Briscoe, ‘and 
other civil officers of Harrisburg: county : praying nage all fines; 
taxes on billiard tables; ete., collected in the county? e appro- 
priated to the üsé:of the sume, 

Mr: Billingsly moved to refer the petition to the comtittée 
on finance; which was lost. 

‘Mr. Jack moved its indefinite postpneraeiit; which mo: 
tión was adopted. 

‘Mr. Kusk présentéd: a pétition from Nelson Cavanaugh; 
which was referred: to the committee ón ‘the judiciary. 

- Mr. Rusk, from the committee’on military affairs tó whom 
were referred the’ accounts of Joha Barry, reported that the 
niatter belonged entirely to the auditorial department, and ask- 
ed to be. discharged from the further consideration of the | same; 
which report was adopted: ` 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee on military affaits to whom 
wàs referred the petition ‘of Barnett MeNelly, reported; that 
this was'not the proper department to grant discharges, and 
asked to be dischatged' from tbe further consideration of the pe- 

tition; which was adopted. : 
Mr. Menifee, from the committee on finance to: whom was 
referred the bill “to provide for thé payment of government 
dues-if audited: PEDE epe that: oo E Erai- 
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ined tlie same, and recommend that the first section be stricken 
out, and the balance of the bill referred to the committee ‘on 
pubiic lands; and they recommend the indefinite postponement 
of the bill vacating seats of officers who refuse government pa- 
per for fees, etc.; which was adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the committee on naval affaires 
to whom, was EET ed the. claim of the officers and. crew of the 
schooner Liberty, reported a joirt resolution for their benefit; 
which resolution was read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, ‘rom the committee to whom was.re- 
ferred the memorial and claim of Thomas A. Waitt, reported 
that the claim was without vouchers or date, and asked leave 
to return them to the hous”; which was adopted. 

The memorial and claim were then referred to the com- 
mittee on claims and accounts. : 


Mr. Swift, from the committee on internal improvements, 


to whom was referred the petition of the Texas steam inill com- 
pany, reported unfavorably, tọ the prayer of the penuonenii 
adopted. 

Mre- Douglass introduced. à Joint resolution to authorize 
an issue of promissory notes, sufficient to pay off the claims of 
original holders of military scrip, and to meet the exigencies of 
the civil list; which was read.a first time. 


Me. Rusk introduced the following resolution, which was. 


adopted. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the Treasury be requested. 
to.lay before this house the report and other papers returned by 
John K. Allen, as receiver of public monies for the department 
ef Nacogduches, under the appointment of the Provisional gov- 
ernment; and also the returns in liis office from the committee 
of safety and vigilance of Nacogdoches.. 

Mr. Gant iniroduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted. 

Resolved, 'T hat the committce on the state of the Republic 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
number of senatorial districts, and report by bill or otherwise. 

‘Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the-committee to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution for the removal of seats of justice, reported 
a bill, arid recommended the passage of the same as'a substitute; 
adopteu. gode 

"Mr. Gant introduced a bill “to fix a gina of weights 
and measures;”. which was read-a firsttime. 

Mr. Douglass introduéed the following ehian which 
was adopted. q 
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- Resolved, That the rere of the. Treasury be requested 
to inform this house of the amount of contingent. expenses at the 
several poris.of entry, stating cach iteman detail. 

A communication from Jona K. Allen, covering vouchers, 
documents..etc. of Memucan Hunt, was received, and IGI 
to the committee on claims and accounts. 

The bill “to provide for issuing change bills,” was ATN up 

On motion, the rule was suspended in order to amend. 

- The: bill was-thea referred to a-select committee consisting 
of. Messrs; Rusk, Jones of Brazoria, and Gazley. 

The bill entitled, San act to amend an act granting landa 
to those who -were in the battle of. San J acinto and other bat- 
tles,” was taken up. 2 

Mr. -Rask moved. to suspend the rule in order to amend ; — 
adopted. : 

Mr. Rusk sisted an amendment to the second section, and 
a substitute for the third section; whieli-were adopted. - 

The bill was then-put apon its final pons and the ayes 
and noes called for: 

Ayves— Messrs. Speaker, Bakery Burleson, Billingsly, Bren- 
nan, Boyd, Grigsby, Hill, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, ‘Thornton, 
Walker and M'yott----14. .. 

Nozs—Messrs. Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria, J ics Lina, Lumpkin, SIE McKinny, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Power, and Swift-—-14. - 
=e So the- bill was lost. - 

A bill regulating the issuing of putetis for land to assig- 
nees, etc., was referred to the committee on publie lands. 

On motion of Mr. Jach, the vote-on the bill entitled “a 
‘act to-amend an act granting lands to those who were in the 
battle of San Jacinto and other battles? was.re-considered. The 
bill was again put upon its final passage; the 3er and noes 
being called for, ^ — 

Ayes:--Messrs. Speaker: Baker,- Branch; Burleson, Billings- 
ly, Brennan, Boyd, Grigsby, Hill, Jack, Patton; Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland, Thornton, Walkér-and Wyatt--17. 

Noes---Mesers. Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lampkin, Menifee, M Kinny Pier- 
pont, Ponton, Power and Swift---13; so thé bill: 

- The bill “for the removal of the seat of — was 
taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Rusk; referred to the commit- 

tee of the- whole-house. ^ 
The: house resolved itself into committee of the - whole, 
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Mr. Lumpkin in:the-chair; and after. having - spent; sometime 
therein the committee: rose. 

Mr. Lumpkin, chairman . of the. conte of the whole 
house, reported, that.the committee .had had under considera- 
tion, the bill “for the. removal ,of;the seat, of government,” and 
instructed him to report the bill without amendment, and to ask 
to be discharged from: the further consideration of the same, 
which was.adopted. 

On motion.of- ‘Mr.-Rusk, the bill was referred to, a ecd 
committee of five, consisting of Messrs, Rusk, Burleson; Meni- 
fee, Rowlett and Hill. 

Qn motion.of Mr. Thornton the house. adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. m. 

; . — WEDNESDAY,. 30 "CLOCK P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion.of Mr. Swift, the house proceeded. .to the elec: 
tion of an enrolling clerk. 

. Mr, Swift.nominated J.D. Hugenan,; Mr. Gazley nomin- 
ated Mr. Ainswort; and Mr. Jones of Brazoria, nominated John 
Green. Messrs, Bwift.and Thornton were appointed Tellers:- 
J.-D. Hugenan having received a majority ofall the.votes, was 
duly elected. He therefore took the oath.required by law, and 
entered upon the duties of.his office. 

Mr. Rusk, with leave, introduced a bill respecting the 
abatement of suits, & c. which was read a first time. 

Mr. Gant introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted: . 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be requested, to 
inform this nonse òf the.amount of taxes assessed in the several 
eounties of this republic, under the “direct tax law" for the 
year 1837, and what amount of.the same has been collected. 

The joint resolution. declaring all who were in the service 
at the date of the declaration of independence entitled to the 
privileges. and. benefits of citizans, was laid.an, the table. 

Mr. Gazley, with leave, introduced. a bill to incorporate 
the city of Houston, which was read a first time. 

‘The bill for the.benefit of P. S. Wyatt was taken up. 

Mr. ——-— moved to strike out “promissory notes;". lost, 

Mr. Patton moved to refer the bill.to -the committee on 
claims and accounts; lost. The bill was then read a second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Baker introduced a joint resolution fixing a tempora- 
ry. boundary between the counties of Bexar and San Patricio, 
which was read a first time. 
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- The: bill: for the.reliefof Forbes, Brooks Af Co; was. tien: up. 

Mr. Patton moved to insert the words “promissory. notes;”’ 
adopted, : 

The x was. then, pd a secpnd time and ordered to be 
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of lots in rid was pn on the table. 

The bill “for the relief of J. H. Miller and other persons 
therein named,” was read a second. time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

The “bill for the benefit a the heirs and legal representa: 
tives of those who-have died or been. killed in the service of the 
Republic? was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the committee to whom was 
originally referred the report of the secretary of the treasury, 
were requested to place the report in the hands of the finance 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the house icut until toj -mor- 


pur morning at 9 o'clock. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 1838. 
The house inet pursuant to adjournment, and. was open- 
ed with prayer by the.Rev. Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Jack presented a petition from Edward Crosby and 
others, of the Invincible, which was referred to the committee 
on naval affairs. - 

Mr. Gant presented a . petition from sundry 'eitizani .of 
Montgomery county, praying for ix organization of. ir new 


county. 
A petition from C. G. Hoitt was presented and laid on the 
table. M. 


Mr. Rusk. asked, leave of absence "m Mr, Gazley, which 
was granted. 

Mr. Linn presented the petition of John Greer and others, 

a corps of Riflemen, which was referred to the committee on 

military affairs. 

Mr. Hill Hiosenieda petition from. T. J. Golightly, attor- 
ney, &c., which was referred. to.the comittee on public lands. 

Mr. Rusk presented papers retative to the estate of Wm. 
G. Logan, which was referred to.the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Baker, from the joint committee on printing, made a 
report, which was adopted. 

. Mr. Rusk; from.the committee on militar y affairs, to. whom 
was referred. the claim of John ‘R.. Foster, reported 'Wnfavora- 
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bly, and asked to be discharged from the farther consideration 
of the same: adopted. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred the communieation of the auditor relative to Cap- 
tains Jewell's and Costley's companies, and also the companies 
raised by Captains Ross and Lynch, reported two resolutions 
authorizing the auditor and secretary of war to settle the claims 
ofthe members of those companies: which report was adopted. 

The resolution authorizing the auditor: to audit the dis- 
ie of Capts. Ross’ and Lynch's companies was read a first 

ime. 

The resolution authorizing the auditor to aedit the claims 
of the members of Capts. Jewell’s and Costley’ S.companies was 
read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee on military affairs iniraducs 
ed and recommended the passage of a bill to provide for-the 
setttlement of deceased soldiers’ and officers’ estates, which was 
read a firist time. 

Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on enored bills, repented 
bills for the benefit of P. S. Wyatt, and Forbes Brooks & Co. 

Mr. Boyd introduced a joint resolution for the benefit of 
emigrants who have contributed to the support ofthe war; 3 
which was read a-first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the committee to whom was 
rcferred the bill for the protection of the frontier, were request- 
ed to return the same to the house. 

` Mr. Billingsly, with leave, introduced a bill to establish ihe 
county line of the county of Fayette, which was read a first 
time, and,'on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to a special 
committee consisting of Messrs. Burleson, Ponton, and Baker. 

Mr. introduced a Joint resolutiou providing for the 
auditing of claims without affidavit, &c., which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee for the protection of the 
frontier, introduced a bill to, provide for raising a cavalry corps, 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. Jack introduced a resolution to repeal a part ofthe law 
incorporating the town of Brazoria, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Jack introduced a bill to repeal a part of the law or- 
ganizing inferior.courts, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Billingsly, with leave, introduced a bill to establish a 
rate of interest, which was read a first times -= > 

The bill for the benefit of Messrs. Forbes Brooks & Cos 
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was read a third ime: and pies upon its final. passage. "The 
eyes and noes being'caled for—- > > 

, Ayes-—Messrs. Branch, Gant, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Pier. 
pont, Ponton, Power, Rowlett, Thornton, and: Walker, —10. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Baker Burleson, Billingsly, Bren- 
nan, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Menifee, - Mce- 
Kinny, Patton, Rusk, Sutherland and Swift—16; so the bill was 
lost. 

The bill for the protection of the frontier was: taken up. 
Mr. Branch offered a resolution for a substitute, which was with: 
drawn. The bill, together with. others on the ‘same subject, 
was then referred to the committee of the whole house. 

The house then resolved itselfinto comrnittee.of the whole 
on the several bills relating to. the protection of the frontier 3 
Mr. Branch in the chair, After some time spent therein, the 
committee rose and reported sundry amendments to the bill: for 
the protection of the frontier, and^also o *the bill authorizing 
the President to raise a corps of cavalry. The bills were laid 
on the table. 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Gray, 
their secretary, informing the house that the senate bad concur~ 
red in the passage of the bill entifled “an act = oe the right 
ofappeal.” . - 

The bill for the benefit of P. S. Wyatt was: read a: third. 
time. The ayes and noes being called for, on its final passage,- 

""Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Bren- 
nan, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Jones,of Aus: 
tin, Jones, of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton and Walker—922. 

Noes---Messrs. Hill, and Patton,—2; so the bill passed. 

The house adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9'o "clock. 

FRripAv, APnir 27, 1838. . « 

The house-met pursuant to adjournment, and was oochi 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria presented the following Protest, and 
requested that the same be spread upon the journal. 

"In obedience to what | consider my duty, I claim the priv- 
ilege-guaranteed in the 24th section, of the Ist article cf the con- 
stitution, of entering upon the journal of this house, my protest 
against the following bill, passed yesterday, viz: 

“Anactto amend an act ranting lands tothose who were: 
ia tho battle of San acd and poen battles, peus Dec. 
2, 1836.” : 
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“Sec. i>- Be it enacted by the senate and house of -répresenia- 
` tives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, 'That.the-lands 
intended to be granted under the provisions. of the act above re- 
cited; be included in the first class of claims authorized to be lo- 
cated within the first six months after the opening ef the land 
offices, ; s 
“Sec. 2. Be it. further enacted, That the secretary of war be; 
and he is hereby required to issue warrants to applicants forth- 
with, which warrants shall be sufficient authority t6- any sur- 
veyor to locate said land. 

«Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That it shall and may be law- 
ful for said lands to be located on ‘any vacant lands of the Re- 
public, or upon any lands claimed or owned by individuals; pro- 
vided, the person locating the same shall first-extinguish the ti- 
tle of the bona fide and legal claimants of said land, and procure 
from them a relinquishment to: the government; and further pro- 
vided, that nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
authorize any location thereof tö- be made on any forfeited or 
confiscated land.” l 

To thé seveaal provisions of this bill, I am opposed, and vo- 
ted in the negative, for the following reasons: | consider that 
the constitution of this Republie was intended to guarantee to 
all the original settlers of Texas who were here on tlie day of 
the Declaration of Independence; all the rights and privileges 
which were held out as indücenients to emigration by the cel- 
onization laws of Mexico and of the state of Coahuila and Tex- 
as. This was a league and labor of land to heads of families, 
and a third of a league to single men: The constitution pro- 
vides that a-general land office shall be established by law to 
grant titles to this class of citizens, whenever the situation of 
the country would permit: but, asit does not-make mention of 
any other claimants; it clearly dnd obviously guaranties a pre- 
ference to the original colonist or settler, over those who may 
have come into the country since. Upon this view of the con- 
stitution, all congressional legislation heretofore omn thig sub- 
ject has been pased; in consequence of which, it has been, and 
is now, provided, that the lard offices shall open and go into op- 
eration (on a'day named;) and their. operations shall. then be 

confined to the completing df. land titles: to all those. who; by 
the existing and previoüs laws, have acquired a ‘preference to 
the first location: Of this class, are all. citizens. who were here 
| on-the day of the Declaration of. Independence, and those vol-’ 
| unteer soldiers wha have served a tour of duty in the'army of 
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Texas previous to that time. For these classes of claimants, 
the land office skall be opened and remain six months in opera- 
tion, granting and-completing titles alone to that description of 
claimants; after which, other legal claimants shall be entitléd 
to have their land titles completed, (Land Law, Sec. 39.).. If 
any trifling doubt of the plain intention of the constitution ex: 
isted, this solemn expression of congress, twice repeated, in two 
succeeding years, would be sufficient to satisfy any mind on thé 


subject, and Lo demonstrate clearly that the original settler and 


colonist have vested. rights, under the constitution and laws, 
which no legislation of ours can take away. This bill, howey- 


er, which embraces over a million of acres, gives to those who . 


were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles, the right 

to locate their claims simultaneously with the original ‘settle 
and colonist, and produces a conflict which is contrary to the in: 
tent and meaning of the constitution, and at variance with the 
plainest principles of common justice. Entertaining these views 

ofthe constitution, I trust it will be unnecessary to- comment 

upon the importance of preserving it sacred and inviolable; for 

if the constitution is not fespected, we may bid adieu to civil lib- 
ert à T 

“Another and scarcely less important reason which indu- 
ced me to voteagainst this bill, is the fact of certain specific 
promises which have been made to the holders of land scrip 
issued by this government. Over a million of acres of this,serip 
have been sold, and the solemn promise of this government has 
uniformly been, as is.expressed. üpón the face of stich scrip, 
*that no preference shall be given, to any person or persons; 
who may have hitherto obtained land from the government of 
Texas, by purchase or bounty lands, or shall hereafter obtain 
them in that manner, nor the holders of this scrip, if such lands 
have not been already located." This. bill gives to those who 
were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles, a six 
months! preference in-the location of their claims, and is a most 
palable and direct violation of the solémn pledge of this govern- 
ment upon which its scrip has been sold. 2 w ML 

“A: violation of public faith, I hold to be a public crime, to 

the commission of which I can never give my consént, as its ré- 

sult would be, national disgrace and infamy. . | , 

“I appreciate, as they deserve, the merits and the services 

.of those who sustained the country in the darkest. hour of her 
peril, and have too much respect for their well-earned famie, to 

wish to-see it tarnished by the odium which this bill will bring 
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uponit. The laurels which they have so well earned, I would 
desire to see them wear, with added honor; but not turned into 
chains to féiter the national prosperity. The dperation of this 
bill, however, will, I fear, produce both these consequences; and 
when the anniversary of the 21st April shall be celebrated, the 
light which illuminates the dwellings of our citizens will but 
serve to expose from within the deep morning robes of PpuBLic 
FAITH and CIVIL LIBERTY. Bi l 

“There are other and important eonsiderations connected 
with this bill, particularly the 3d and last sections, which influ- 
enced me to vote in the negative; one óf which was, that it 
would encourage litigation. As these reasons, however, are 
obvious and of minor importance to those I have mentioned, I 
omit their detail. ` | , 

“For these causes, I consider, it due to myself, to 
my particular constituents, and to the country in general, sol- 
emnly to protest against the passage of this bill; and I confi- 
dently appeal to God, my country, and posterity, for the cor- 


reciness of my course. l 
l . ANSON JONES. 

April 26th 1838," 

Mr. Sutherland presented papers and a bill relative to thé 
annexation of a part of Victoria to the county óf Jackson; which 
was referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Linn presented papers referring to the same subject; 
which were referred to the same committee. 

Mr. Sutherland presented a claim from Philip Dimmitt; 
which was referred to the committee on military affairs. — 

Mr. Sutherland, from the committee on public lands to 
whom were referred sundry petitions, &c. reported, and recom- 
mended the passage of a resolution for the benefit of Samuel 
Hews. The committee had examined the report and vouchers, 
&c of Col.John K. Allen, agent, &c. and found thesame correct. 
They had also examined the pétition of sundry citizens of Shel- 
by county, praying a donafion of land in favor of the heirs of 
Joseph Manning, deceased, and are of opinion the prayer of the 
petitioners should not be granted. The committee had had 
under consideration the bill to provide fór the payment of gov- 
ernment dues in audited paper, and recommend its indefinite 
postponement. The memorial of A. J. F. Phelan had also 
been examined, and the committee are of opinion that the sal- 
ary of his office should not be increased. 

On motion,the report was laid on the table. 
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Me. Branch, from the committee on the judiciary to EN 
was referred the bill for the benefit of the heirs of persons who 
have died or been. killed in the service, reported unfavorably to 
the passage of the bill, and recommended its indefinite postpone- 
ment. The committee had had under consideration the mes- 
sage of the president, accompanied with the report of the.attor- 
ney general and, other documents, and report unfavorably to the 
amendmer ` proposed by the attorney did to the judiciary, y; 
which repo wasconcürredin. ` . 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom were referred the several.claims of P.-Dimmitt, report- 
ed and recommended the passage of a billfor his benefit; which 
was read a first time. . 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee ¢ on claims and accounts 
to whom were referred the claims of Dr. Wm. P. Smith,. Maclin 
Bracey and James Foster, reported a bill for their benefit; which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. Hardeman introduced a bill to provide, for the assess- 
ment of taxes; which was read a first time, 

Mr. Burleson, from the committee to whom was aei 
the bill supplementary to an act creating the county of Fayette, 
reported a substitute, which was adopted... - 

The bill entitled “an act supplementary to an act creating 
the county of Fayette," was read a second time; the rule was 
suspended, the bill read a third time and passed. - 

| 'r. "E hornton introduced a joint resolution authorizing the 
secretary of war te discharge soldiers and officers of the army 
forthwith; which was read a first time. _ 

Mr. Brennan, frem the committee to whom was referred 
the petition from the soldiers stationed at the Post of Galveston, 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition, as a general law would be passed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a resolution for the appoirtment 
of a joint committee, to take into consideration the expediency 
of lessening the duties on merchandize, &c., which was adopted. 

Messrs. Douglass, Swift and Jones, of Brazoria, were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

Mr. Patton introduced a joint resolution providing for the 
liquidation and auditing of claims against the government; MON 
was read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a resolution requiring 
boards of land commissioners to issue certificates, &c, to the. 
legal representatives of ‘officers and soldiers who ‘fell in the 
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spring of 1836, under the commands of Travis, Fannin, John- 
son and Grant: which was read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the special committee to whom was refer- 
red the bill from the senate entitled “an act to repeal a certain 
act therein named,” obtained leave and returned the same to 
the house. 

Mr. Burleson sitaned leave and introduced a bill to incor- 
porate the Colorado City Bridge Company; which was read a 
first time. 

Mr. Gant introduced a bill “to ascertain the public domain ;” 
which was read a first time. 

A bill “for the relief of persons therein named, " was read a 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, fthe rule was pedo and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 

The bill declaring all who were in the service at the date 
of the declaration of Independence on a footing with citizens, 
was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

'The joint resolution *for perfecting titles to lots on Galves- 
ton Island,” was, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, amended 
by inserting: after the word “payment,” the words ‘of the pur- 
chase money in full;* which was adopted. 

The resolution ' Was then read-a second time, ahd ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The bill for the protection of the frontier," was Cis up. 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend by inserting “the president shall 
order,? &c.; which was adopted. 

The bill was then referred to the committee on Indian af- 
fairs. 

The bill to establish temporaily the boundary line between 
the counties of Bexar and San Patricio, was on motion of Mr, 
Jones, of Brazoria, referred to a special;icormittee, consisting 


` of Messrs. Jones of Brazoria, Baker and Brennan. 


A message was received from the senate by Mr. Gray, in- 
forming the house that the senate had concurred in the passage 
of a bill entitle “an-act to repeal a part of the law incorpora- 
ting the town of Gonzales;” and also the bill “supplementary to 
an an act creating the county of Fayette.” 

Mr. Branch introduced a bill “to provide for the payment 
of scrip in the hands-of original holders;” which was read a first 
time. i 

Mr. Rusk introduced a bill “to alter the name of the coun- 
ty of Reemi which was read a first time, ` 
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Mr. Linn presented a resolution requiring the secretary of 
war to grant discharges to all officers and soldiers on farlough 
who may apply for the same; which was réad a first time. ' 

The joint resolution to provide for issuing an amount of 
promissory notes sufficient to satisfy appropriations heretofore 
made, and the contingent expenses of Government, was taken 
up. 
i Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved -to insert “an amount not 
exceeding thrée miilions of dollars. 

The question on the amendment being taken, and the ayes 
and noes being called for: ` l : EN 

AYES—Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, and Patton.—2. 

NOES—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson,- Bil- 
lingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, 
Hill, Jones, of Austin, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton, 
Walker, and Wyatt—926. So.the motion to amend was lost, 

.. Mr. Gant moved to refer the resolution to a special commit- 
tee, "The ayes and noes being called for: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brennan, Douglass, 
Gant, Hardeman, Linn, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Sutherland, Swift and Walker—14. ` Wr E 

KOES—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Boyd, Grigsby, 
Hill, Jones, of Austin, Jones, of Brazoria, Lumpkin, McKinny, 
Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Thornton and Wyatt—15. 2 

"^. Mr. Rusk offered a substitute to the resolution, which was 
adopted. a l ES 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved a reference to the committee 
on Finance—-lost. + e: 

Mr. Branch moved to refer thé resolution, together with 
others on the same subject, to the committee of the whole 
house.”  /— 

"The house then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole—Mr. Rusk in the chair, 

After some fime spent therein, the committee rose and re- 
ported the original bill, with sundry amendments; which was 
adopted, ud ONE 

On motion, the house adjourned untill 3 olcock P. x, 

l Fripay, 3 o'clock, p. m. 

A communication from the auditor, with accompanying 
documents, was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

The bill providing for the removal of county seats, was read 
a second time and ordered to be engrossed, 
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Mr. Burleson, froni the committee on Indian affairs to whom 
was referred the bill for the protection of the frontier, reported 
the bill with amendments; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, it was laid on the table, and one 
hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

The bill relative to the abatement of suits, &c., was taken 
up. 

P Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to refer to the committee 
on the judiciary; lost. 

The bill was then read a second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. - 

The bill to incorporate the city of Houston, was, on motion 
of Mr. Jack, postponed till Monday next. 

The bill to fix a standard of weights and measures, was 
read a recond time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The resolution authorizing the secretary of the treasury to. 
pay the officers and crew of the schooner Liberty, &c. was ta- 
ken up. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out “secretary of 
the treasury,” and insert “treasurer;” adopted. 

Mr. Baker moved to strike out “authorized and required,” 
in the first instance where it occurs; adopted. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out “or legal representatives ;” 
lost. 

_ The resolution was then read a second time and ordered 
io be engrossed. 

An act repealing part of the law organizing inferior courts, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Jack moved its reference to a select committee; lost. 

Mr. Jack then moved to refer it to the judiciary commit- 
ice; lost... 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out all after the enacting clase; 
adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the committee on naval affairs, 
te whom was referred the petition of J. Crossby and others, in- 
troduced a joint resolution for the benefit of the officers and 
crews of the Invincible and Brutus; "which was read first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a resolution to authorize 
the secretary of the navy to issue certificates of .bounty land to 
officers and crews of vessels of war; which was read a first (ime. 

On motion, the house adjourned until to-morrow morning, 
-at 9 o'clock. 
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ERE . . Sarurpay, April 28th, 1838. 

The hovze met pursuant to adjonrnment, and was opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Allen. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the papers relative te 
the claim of John R. Foster were withdrawn and referred to 
a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Jones, of Austin, Pat», 
ton, and Gant. M" 

A. claim of W. G. Cooke, administrator of H. L. Thomp- 
son, deceased, was presented and referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts. _ e 

Mr. Jones,.of Austin, presented a petition from sundry citi- 
. zens of the northern frontier; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Patton presented an account of Geo. Sutherland; which 
was referred te the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the commitiee on elaims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the claim of Handy & Lusk, reported a 
bill for their benefit; which was read a first time. 

. Mr. Walker, with leave,introduced a joint resolution au- 
thorizing district attornies to institute suits against eleven league 
claimants; which was read a first time. (7 

Mr. Su'herland, from the committee on public lands, to 
whom was referred the petition of H. R. W. Hill, reported, and 
recommended the passage of a bill for his benefit; which was 
read a first time. 3 td 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, leave was given to withdraw ihe 
papers of Handy & Lusk. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom were referred sundry accounts and petitions, reported 
that the committee had examined the accounts and papers of 
John K. Allen, and ask leave to return said papers to the house, 
and recommend their reference to the committee on Fnance, 
They had also had under consideration the petition of James A. 
Sylvester, and recommed its reference to the committee on mil- 
itary affairs. The committee had also had under ‘consideration 
the petition of Susanna Dickinson, and reported and recom- 
mended the passage. of a gencral law. They had likewise ex- 
amined the accounts of Thomas M. Hardeman and William P. 
Hardeman, and as the committee cannot agree, they ask leave 
to return the accounts to the house; which report was adopted. 

The billfor the benefit of Susanna Dickinson and others, 
widows of decezsed'soldiers, was read.a first time.. 

Mr. Sutherland, from the the committee on public lands, 
introduced a bill supplementary to an. act efititled an act to re- 
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duce into one act and to amen: the eats acts relating to thé 
establishment of a general land office; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. Rowlett, with leave, introduced a jont resolution re- 
quiring the acting postmaster general to establish a mail route 

- from the seat of justice of Fannin county to Coffee’s Station on 

Red River; which was read a first time. 

` Mr. Power presented a memoriäl from C. Page, which was 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 

Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on engrossed bills, re: 
ported suhdry bills as having been engrossed. 

Mr. Rusk presented a miemorial from sundry citizens of 
Nacogdoches on the subject of Indian hostilities; which was laid 

, on the table for the present. 

l Mr. Rusk; from the special committe to whom was referred 
the bill and other papers relative to the permanent location of 
the scat of government, reported the following resolution! 

Resolved; 'That the senate be requested to meet the heuse 
of réprescntatives in the hall of the hou£e, on Monday next, at 
3 o'clock, p. m. for the pürpose ot selecting, by joint vote, a site 
for the seat of government. 
: Mr. Baker moved to pogone the adoptión of the resolu- 
: tion till Thursday; lost. 
l The question was then put.on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, and the ayes and noes being called—. 
AYES-—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brennan, Douglass; 
Grigsby, Hardeman, Linn, -Lumpkin, Menifée, McKinny, Pat- 
ton, Ponton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton and 
W yatt—18. 
NOES—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Gant, 
Hill, Jenes, of Austin, Jack, Pierpont, Rusk and Walker—10. 
So the resolution was adopted. 
^ 'The committee also reported a resolution to provide for the 
location of the seat of government. 
The resolution to provide for the Jocation of the seat of 
; government; was read, and on motion of Mr. Rusk, amended 
by adding as follows: &and that this resolution be communica- 
ted to the senate for the purpose of ascertaining their opinion ;" 
Mr. Menifee moved to postpone the further considération 
of the resolution till Tuesday next. The ayes and noes being 
called for on this question—— 
i AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Billingsly, 
i Brennan, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Jones, of Austin, Jack; 
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"The. senate, conducted. by their president pro: teris; were 
received into the house; and the purpose for which the two. 
houses: had mef having been explained, they proceeded te the 
joint election of ófficers to fill vacancies that haye occurred un- 
der the land law. 

For San Augustine county, William R. D. Ward was-elec: 
ted assiciate commissioner, and Chichester Chaplain president 
.of the board-of land commissioners. ` 


For the county of Bexar, Hamilton, Hall was elected.asso- 


ciate commissioner. — . 
. Forthe county of San Patricio, Benjamin Odlem was elec- 
ted president of the board of land corimissioners. 


For the county of Nacogdoches, James.H. Tan’ was duly: 


elected president of the board, and John R. Thobbert.was elec. 
ted associate commissioner. i 

For the county of Jefferson, Q..-H. Delano was elected 
surveyor. 


For the county of Washington, W. W. Arrington Was elect 


ted associate commissioner. 

For the county of Matagorda, Charles Howard was elected 
president of the board. —  -: 

For tlie county of Houston, Kurch Hoffer was elected preé- 
ident of the board. 

For the county of Gonzales, Adam Zumalt was elected 
associate commissioner. 

For the county of Jackson, Darrien M. Stapp was elected 
associate :commissioner. 

For the county of Milam, P. H. Caranay and Jeise Webb 
Were elected associate commissioners. 


For the county of Sabine, William Clark, jr., was elected. 


presidemt.of the board. 

For the county of Jasper, Janios Armstrong was elected 
president of the board, and Henry W. Saddith associate com- 
missioner. 

For the county of. ‘Fannin, Samuel M. Farland was elected 
associate commissioner. . - 

. For the county of Fort Bend, Daniel. Perry was elected 
pretident, and J. F. Payne and Andrew J. Bonds, associate com- . 
missioners. 

The other counties were passed over for the present: and the 
senate withdrew. — . - 

Mr. Rusk introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and. house of representatives of the 
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Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Power, 
Sutherland, Swift, Thornton and Wyatt—2l. 

. NOES— Messrs. Branch, Boyd, Douglass, Hill, Pierpont, 
Rusk, Rowlett and Walker—8. So De resolution was postpon: 
ed till Tuesday next. 

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Gray, in- 
forming the house that the senate had passed a bill defining the 
northern boundary of the county of Houston; and a resolution 
authorizing the president to appoint a’ notary public for the city 
of Houston; and also a joint resolution for the relief of John E. 
Kemper; and a joint resolution instructing the auditor to audit 
the accounts of the volunteers who al under captains Cost: 
ley and Jewell. 

‘The bill, from the senate, defining: the northern boundary of 
the county of Houston, was read a first fime, ` 

The joint resolution authorizing the président to appoint a 
notary public for the city of Houston, was read a first time. 

The joint resolution for the relief of John F, Kemper was: 
read a first time. 

The joint resolution instructing the auditor to audit thea ac- 
counts of the volunteers who served under captains Costly and 
Jewel, was read a first times- 

The joint resolution aonig the president, &c. to issue 
titles to lots on Galveston, was read. a third time and passed. 

Mr. Brennan moved to suspend the rule and.take up the 
bill for the protection of the frontier. 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the rule was suspend, and thé res- 
olution appointing a committee of three to wait on the scnate | 
and request that body to meet the house at half past three o’- 
clock, p. m.; in order to go into the joint election to fill vacan- 
cies tiat have occurred under the land law, was taken up, and 
adopted. 

Messrs. Swift, Baker "T Boy 'd were appointed said: com- 
mittec. 
^ Mr. Rusk introduced a joint ‘resolution for the benefit of 
M. B. Menard; which was read a first time. 
~ Mr. ‘Billingsly introduced a bill creating the coy of 
Green, which was read a first time. i 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill regünmmg the president to 
order'out the militia. - "^ 

'The bill for the relief of the officers and crew of the Schoon; 
er Liberty, was read a third time and passed. a 
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The bill for the removal : ef county: ‘seats was read-a third 


time and passed. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, oreientedi a petition from, Augustüs 
Mizel; which was reférred to the committee on claims ang ac- 
counts, 

The bill to fixa standard of weights and measures was read 
a: third time and passed. _ 

The bill entitled an act to repeal an act therein named, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Rusk offered a vou bstitite fór the bill.. The ayes and 
noes being called for— 

AYES--Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, Gant, Hill, 
Jores, of Austin, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Swift and Walker—13, 


NOES—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly Brennan, Boyd, 
Grigsby, Hardeman, Jaek, Linn, Menifee, JMcKiuny, Patton, - . 


Ponton, Thornton and Wyatt—15. Sa the substitute was re- 
jected. 


Mr. Billingsly moved to strike, out thè: words “lst of June;” 


lost. 

-Mr. Jack offered a substitute: for the whole bill, ;. 

A message was received from the senate by a committee, 
informing: the house that they would meet them at half past 3 
o'clock, p. m-5-to go into joint elections to fill vacancies under 
the land law. "M 

: On motion, the house adjourned until 3 o'clock, pe m. 
SATURDAY, 2 o'clock 2. M. 

The bill to repeal a certain act therein náined, was again 
taken up, and the question being put on the adoption of tlie sub- 
stitute. offered by Mr. Jack, and the ayes and noes being called 
for— 

; AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, facon Gant, Jack, Ponton, 
Rusk, Rowlett and Sutherland——-S. 

N OES-—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Hardeman, Linn. Menifee, McKinny, Pat- 
ton, Pierpont, Power, Swift, Thornton, Walker ani ‘W yatt— 
18. So the substitute was rejected. 


On motion of Mr. Rusk, ihe bill was Enters till Mon- 


day next. 
Mr. Walker cian leave of abeonse. 
Messrs. Jack and Branch were’ appointed a committee to 
wait on the senate and inform that ‘body that the house was 
ready to receive them. ~ , : 
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Republic of Texas, That the two houses ` ‘adjourn on Saturday. 
the 5th day of May, sine die, which was read a first time. 

' Mr. Jack moved that the houses adjourn till 10 o'clock 
Monday morning. The ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. 
Speaker, Baker, Branch, Billin sly, Brennan, Grigsby, Hill;J ack, 
Patton, Piérpont, Power, Rowlett, and (Thornton; 13, voted i in 
the affirmative; and Messrs. Burleson, ‘Boyd, Douglass, Gant, 
Hardeman, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Ponton, Rusk, Suther- 
land and Wyatt, 12, voted in the negative: se the house UP 
ed till 10 o dock Monday morning. . 

Monpay, April 30th, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and- was opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Allen. 

JMr. Rusk presented a petition from Sidney Sherman which 
was referréd to a special committee. Cousens of Messrs, Rusk, 
Branch and. Jones of Austin. 

Present; Messrs. Speaker, Bratich, | Hill, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lumpkin, .Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Power, Rusk, Sutherland, Swift and Thornton. 

Mr. Boyd presented the petition from the grand jurors and 
sundry citizens of Sabine county; which was referred to a spe- 
cial committee, viz: Messrs. Boyd, Branch, and Rusk. 

Mr. Brennan presented: a petition from Charles Shearn, 


which was referred to a select committeé consisting of. Messrs. 


Brennan, Billingsly and Thornton. 
Mr, Jones of Brazoria presented a memorial from sundry 


‘citizens of Brazes, which was referred to a select committee con- 


sisting of Messrs. Jonas of Brazoria, Jones, of Austin, and Doug. 
lass. 

Mr. Ponton presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Gonzales, which was referred to the committee on the judici- 
ar 

" Mr. Jack presented the - proposition relative to ‘the. per- 
manent location of the seat of government, which -was referred 
to the committee on the seat of government. 

Mr. Sutherland, from the-comimittee on public lands, to 
whom was referred the resolution reserving to the government 
all mines, salt lakes, &c., reported the resolution with an addi- 
tional section, which was read a second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. . 

Mr. Jones ‘of Brazoria, from the committee to whom was 
referred the joint resolution fixing temporarily the dividing line 
between the counties ef Bexar and San Patricio, reported a sub. 


stitute, which was read a second time and ordered to he en- 
grossed; 

Mr. Linn, from the committee to whom wás iiemed the 

etition of sundry inhabita’ ts of Gonzales county, reported a 
bill to define the boundary line between the counties of Gonza- 
les and Victoria; the bill was read a first time, and on monon of 
Mr. Ponton, indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Gant, from the committee on county boundaries, to 
whom was referred ` the petition of sundry citizens of Washing- 
ton and Milam counties, . reported a bill creating the county of 
Center; which .was read a first time. 

Mr. Branch, fróm the  judiciary cemmittee to whom was 
referreda joint resolution iu regard to vacancies in the land 
office: also the petition from the judge and advocates at the bar 
to prolong the term ofthe Matagorda ‘courts, together with the 
petition of J. G. Claude, reported and asked leave to return 
the same to the house, inasmuch as there are bills before the 
house, which renders any further notice on the part of your. 
committee unnecessary; which was adopted. . 

Mr. Branch, from the ‘judiciary committee, to. whom was 
referred the petition of Nelson Cavanaugh, reported unfavor- 
ably. ` 

Mr. Gazley introduced a bill entitled “an act providing for 
récording titles to land in certain cases; which was read a first 
lime. 

An act respecting abatementin suits, &c., was_read a third 
time and passed.. 

A bill defining the northern boundary of the county of 
Houston was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the memorial from the county of 
Montgomery praying congress to devise means for'elearing out 
Rio San Jacinto, was referred to the commitiee on internal i im- 
provement. 

The joint resolution instructing the auditor to audit the ac- 
counts of the volunteers who sérved under Capts. Costly and 
Jewel! was read a'secorid time. 

Mr. Ponton, with leave, introduced à bill to repeal a part 
of thé 11th section ‘of an act entitled an act to. reduce into one 
act and to amend the several acts relating to the establishment 
of a general Jand office, passed Dec. tiis 1837, which’ was read 
a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, añd the 
bill to authorize a farther issue of promissory” Bos was taken 
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id Ge 
up. and referred to a special committee of’three, consisting of 
essrs. Rusk, Branch and Douglass, with instructions to re- 
port at 3 o'clock pP. m, J . ' 
An act to.repeal a certain act therein named: was taken 


uD. - 
l , i Mr. Power moved to amend the 3d section, by striking out 
“secretary of state,” and inserting “secretary. of the,treasury ;” 
adopted, : EA 
Mr. Jack moved to refer the billto a special committee: 
lost. i 
“Mr. Jones of Austin moved its indefinite postponement: 
the ayes and noes being called tor, Messrs, Speaker, Bren.an, 
Jones of Austin, Pierpont, Rower, Rusk, Rowlett, Swift and 
"Walker--9 voted in the affirmative: “Messrs. Baker, Branch, 
É Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, 
Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKin- 
ny, Patton, Ponton, Thornton, Thompson, ard Wyatt—22 vot- 
ed in the negative, and the motion was lost. i 
Mr. Pierpont moved -to amend the first section by striking 
out the words “June next,” awd inserting in lieu thereof, the 
words “Jahuary 1840." . 
Mr. Rowlett was excused from voting: the ayes and noes. 
being called for, Messrs Speaker, Douglass, Jones of Austin, 
" T Pierpont Swift and Walker---6 voted in the affirmative; and 
Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Romen Boyd, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Mc’Kinny, Patton, Ponton, 
z Power, Rusk, Sutherland, Thompson, Thornton and Wyatt-- 
25 voted in the negative. 
Mr. moved to sirike out *the first of June," and in- 
sert “Ist October, The ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. 
Speaker, Baker, Brennan, Douglass, Ẹ Jones of Austin, Jack, 
Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Swift and Walker---11 voted 
in the affirmative; and Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Boyd, Gaz- 
ley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Joncs of Brazoria, Linn, Lump- 
E kin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Sutherland, Thompson, 
Thornton and W-yatt—18 voted in the negative. — | 
Mr. Baker moved to strike out “Ist June," and insert “the 
Ist of August:” lost. -` ` 
The question was then taken on siriking out “Ist June," 
and inserting “Ist July;” lost. | Mr. Rusk moved to strike out 
“Ist June,” a: d insert *15th of May;" lost. The question was 
then taken on striking out “from first of Junc,” and inserting 
“from and after its passage:" lost E 
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Mr. Gazley moved that the house adjourn till 3 o'clock p. x. 
—lost. m Me SE B : 

Mr. Rusk proposed an additional ‘séction to the bill, which 
was adopted. E l i . 

. Mr. Gant offered to amend the first section, by adding as 
follows: “and the present duties on wollen goods, ready made 
clothing, silks and spirits, shall be reduced one half after that 
time, andall other duties, one third the present raics.” The 
ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. Speaker, Boyd, Doug- 
lass, Gant,Hill, Pónton, Rusk, Swift and Walker---9 voted in the | 
affirmative; Messrs. Baker; Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Gazley, 
Crigby, Hardeman, Jones of Brazoria, Jones of Austin, Jack, 
Linn; Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny Patton, Pierpont, Power, 
Sutherland, Thornton- Thompson and Wyatt,—21 voted in the 
negative. e: ENT. 

Mr. Gazley moved to aniend by adding to the 2nd section 
the following, “and in case of neglect to pay the duties by the 
importer, within ten days, the collector shall procsed to sell the 
goods at auction, ora sufficient amount thereof to pay the du- 
ties, after giving ten days’ notice of such sale, and shall sell ac- 
cordingly, unless payment be made:” adopted. 

Mr. Swift moved that the house adjourn till 3 o'clock p. s. 
—lost. ^."  — "e : (7 

À message was received from the senate, by Mr. Gray, in- 
forming the house that the senate had passed a bill authorizing ^ 
the surveyor of the county of Fayette to run the. boundary line. 
of said county. 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rdle and take up the rgs- 
olution fixing a day for the two houses to adjourn, lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the house. adjourned 
till 3 o'clock. P. x. 7 
s Monpay Evenine, Aprit 30, 1838, 

The house mct pursuant to adjournment. do 

.À message was received from the senate by the honorable 
Mr. Burton, iuforming the house ihat the senate was not pre- 
pared to meet the louse for the -purpose of fixing. on a site for 
the seat of government. Es 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, from the committee on foreign re- 
lations, to whom was referred the joint resolution to withdraw _ 
the propositions for annexation &c., reported a substitute, which 
was adopted, and read a second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. . ... " "PV" "n E 
Mr. Jones, of Austin, to whorh was referréd the papers of 
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John R. Foster, reported a bill for his benefit; which was fead 
a first time. ' ^ 
Mr. Rusk, fróm the committee to whom was referred the 
bill providing for a further issue of promissory notes, reported a 
substitute; which was adopted. 
The bill was then read a second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. | oe l 
On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the rule was suspen- 
ded in order to amend. MM 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out “one million,” 
and insert “six hundred and fifty thousand;" lost. _ 
Mr. moved that the rule be suspended arid the bill 
put upen its final passage; the ayes and noes being called for: 
Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, 
Boyd, D.uglais, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Austin. 
Lumpkin, Menifec, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton; Power, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift; Thornton, and Wyatt, 22----voted 
in the affirmative; and ' ' 
Messrs. Baker, Gazley, Gant; Jones of Brazoria, Jack, and 
Linn, 6—-voted in the negative. l 
The bill was then read a third time, and put upon its final 
passage. The ayes and noes being called for: , 
Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson; Billingsly, Bren- 
nan, Boyd, Douglåss, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Aus- 
tin, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponten; 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, Walker, and Wyatt----24, 
voted in the affirmative; and 
Messrs. Gazley, Gant, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Power 
and Thornton----7, voted in the negative. 
- So the bill passed, and was entitled “a bill to define and 
limit the issue of promissory notes.” 
The bill for the protection of the frontier, was taken up. 
On motion of Mr: Menifee, “twelve months” was stricken 
out, and “six months" inserted in lieu thereof. ` 
Mr. Gant offered a substitute to the bill;----lost. l 
. Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out from tlie word 
President, the following: *to order the major-general of tlie mi- 
litia of this Republic;”—adopted. l 
Mr. Gazley moved to amend the second section by insert- 
ing, “or to furnish an able bodied substitute:”——adopted. 
~ Mr. Jack offered an amendment, which was lost. 
` Mr. Patton moved to strike out “for the protection of the 
frontier,” and insert the words “for active operations against 
the Indians on the frontier;”-—adopted. 
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Mr. Burléson moved to. suspend ine rile, and" he Bill bé 
read a third time ;—adopted. 

The bill was read then a third time and passed. 

The bill authorizing the President to raise a corps of Gal 
valry,. was taken up. 

Mr. Baker moved to amend, by striking out of the second 
section “unless by special order of the Président: adopted. 

. Mr, Jones, of Austin, moved to amend the Second. section 

by striking out the word *reduired;"—lost, =" 
The bill was réad, a second. tirtie. A. a ee Age * 
Mr. Brennan moved a suspensión of the ile, T the bil ! 
put on its final passage;—lost. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed: 

A communication, with accompanying documents, was re- 
ceived from the secretary of the Treasury, on ‘the subject of the 
contingent expenses of the different ports of entry; which was 
referred, on motion of. Mr. Rusk, to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Gant, with leave, introduced a bill ameridatory to an 
act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation which was 
read a first time. 


Mr. Jones, of Austin, - moved to refer it to ‘the committee 
on Indian. affairs ;—lost. 

The joint resolution fixing a day for the two houses to ad- 
journ, was, on motion of Mr. Jack, postponed till Monday. * 

The joint. resolution authorizing the President to E á 
notary public for the city of Houston, was taken u 

. Mr. Gazley offered a substitute; which was a opted. ` 

The resolution was read a second tithe. 

The bill to.change the name of the county of Refugio, w was 
laid on the table. 
On motion, the house adjourned till to-morrow morning, g 
o'clock. 

TusspaY Moraine, lët May, 1838; . 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by the Chaplain. i 

Present—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Braridli; Burlesón, Bil- 
lingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Har- 
deman, Jones of Brazoria, Menifec, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton, Walker, 
and Wyatt. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented a petition from J. As 
Southmaid and William Boyd; which was feferred'to a select 


committee consisting of Messrs. Jones of. Brazoria, Wyatt, and 
renhan, -1 
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Mr. Gazley presented a petition from William K. Wilson; 
which was referred to the committee on public lands." 

Mr. Rowlett presented two petitions from sündry citizens” 
of Red River county, which was referred to thé cómmittée on 
county boundaries. 

On motion. of Mr. McKinny, the remonstrance of sundry 
citizens from Red River county, was referred to the comiiüittee, 
on county boundaries. ` 

Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
a bill entitled, “an act securing the right of appeal," and a bill 
entitled, “an act to repeal part of an act incorporating the town 
of Gonzales;” also, a bill entitled “an act supplementary t oan 
act creating the county of Fayette.” — 

Mr. Branch, from the judiciary committee, to” whom was 
referred the petition from the citizens of Gonzales, reported un- 
favorable to the prayer of the petitioners; adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the committee to whom wis 
referred the memorial of A. J. Yates and others, on the subject 
of education, made a report, and introduced and reconiménded 
the passage of a resolution providing means for the establish- 
ment of a general and uniform system of education, under the 
control and direction of Congress. Adopted. 

Mr. Sutherland introduced the following resolution, which 
was adoptcd. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to this house ‘the reason, if any he has, why he does not sign 
the patents to lands, as required by law: and why he ‘has hot 
answered the resolution calling for that information some days 
since. 

Mr. Jones, of Buc introduced a resolution of thank 
to the members of the New York association for the relief óf 
Texas: which was laid on the table for the present. 

A communication from the auditor,-with an accompanying 
account of John H. Bower, was received, and referred to the 
committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Wyatt, with leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act granting lands te emigrants;” which was read a first time, 
and referred to the committee ort public lands. 

Mr. Gant, with leave, introduced a résolution providing 


. for the election of a printer for the house: which was referred 


to the committee on printing. 
Mr. Rusk, from the oo aeS on military. affairs, to whom 
was feferred the communication from-the auditor relative to the 
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pay of the army, reported that the law was sufficiently explicit 
‘on that subject. The committee had also under consideration 
the memorial of A. J. Yates, and recommended its reference to 
the committee on claims and accounts; which report was adopt- 
ed, and the memorial réferred as recommended. ` AE 
An act to repeal an act therein named, was taken up and 
“read a third time, and put upon its final passage; the ayes and 
noes being called for: ts or 
"^ A Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Gazley, Grigs-, 
by, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Meni- 
"fee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Power, Sutherland, Thompson, 
‘Thornton and Wyatt, 20, voted in the affirmative; and. 

. Messrs. Speaker, Brennan, Douglass, Gant, Jack, Pierpont, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Swift, and Walker, 10, voted in the negative. 
"So the bill passed. ~ MN 

"The joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing the audi- 
tor to audit the accounfs of Costley and Jewell's companies,. 
“was taken up on its third reading. — — ! 
. . Mr. Rusk moved a suspension of the rule in order to amend; 
“adopted. 07 v 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the resolütion that originated in 
"the house for the same purpose, was adopted in lieu thereof. _ 
. The substitute was then read a third time ahd passed.. 
Mr. Burleson moved to suspend the rule, and take up the re- 
solution for the benefit of captains Ross and Lynch’s companies; 
, adopted. MEM - 
^ Phe resolution was then read a second time, and ordered 
‘to be engrossed. ` toc d cv ' 
Mr. Gazley introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted., mM l l l 
^. Résolved, That the committee on printing be, and they are 
hereby required to receive propositions touching the price of 
. printing; and that they give notice to the proprietors of printing 
offices, and report the térms proposed to the two houses of Con- 
gress as soon as practicable. 
"The bill authorizing the President to raise a cavalry corps, 
was read a third time, and the ayes and noes being called for: 
^  Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brennan, Boyd, Doug- 
lass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Jack, Lumpkin, Meni- 
fee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Power, Sutherland, Thompson, 
Thornton, and Wyatt, 21, voted in the affirmative; and 
Messrs. Branch and Jones, of Austin, 2, voted in the nega- 
.tive. So‘the bill passed. l . 
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.: À bill relative to ais general land office, requiring the com- 
missioner general to withhold patents from assignees till the ex. 
piration of sixty days, was taken up. 

‘A motion was made to indefinitely postpone, and the ayes 
and noes being called for, the vote was unanimous in the nega- 
tive. ‘ 

-On motion of Mr. Baker, the ill was referred to the com: 
mittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the committee ` on naval affairs, 
to whom was referred the report of the secretary*of the Navy, 
having obtained. leave, reported. unfav orably. to the establish- 
ment of a Navy Yard; and as the committee have doubts whe- 


ther the two vessels purchased for the use of the Navy, will jus- 


tify the expense of repairs; they recommend that a joint com- 
mittee of both houses of Congress be appointed te examine those 
vessels, and report as soon as practicable. . Adopted. 

. Mr. Douglass obtained leave and introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for raising one volunteer company from each battalion;— 
which was read a first time. 

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Gray, i in- 
forming tlie house that the senate had. concurred in the passage 
of the bill entitled, “an act providing for the foreclosing of mort- 
gages on real and ‘personal estate;" also, in the passage of a 
“joint resolution authorizing ihe President and commissioner 
general of the land office to make titles to purchasers of lots on 
Galveston Island.” They have also concurred in the passage 
of *an act providing for the removal of the seats of justice of 
the counties," and have made some amendments thereto; in 
which, the house concurred. 


Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule, and take up the bill 


. for the relief of Handy & Lusk; which motion was lost. ` 


.  'The bill defining the northern béundary of the county of 
Houston, was, on motion of Mr. Rusk, laid on the table. . 

"On motion. of Mr. Gant, the house adjourned till three 
0 ‘clock, P. M. 

Turspay Evening, Ist May, 1838, 

The house met pursuant to adjoürnment. . 

The joint resolution fixing temporarily the boundary line 
between Bexar and San Patricio counties, was read a third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. Linn presented the petition of Peter Hines; which wag 


referred.to the-committee on claims and accounts. 


Mr. Menifee, from the committee on finance, to whom was 


referred the papers T vouchers of Memucan Hunt, asked 
leave to, returii the same to the house, and recommended their 
reference to the’ committee on claims and accóunts.—Concur- 
red in.. ` ' sal 

Mr. Wyatt presented a correspondence between the çiti- 
zens of Red River county ard the governor of Arkansas; which 
was referred to the committee on foreign relations. - 

The bill authorizing the county surveyor of Fayette to run 
the boundary lines of said county, was.read a second time. 

Mr. Ponton, with leave; introduced a bill supplementary 
‘to an act granting lands to those who were in the battle of San 
J acinto and other battles; which was read a first time. 

‘A joint resolution authorizing the President to withdraw 
the proposition for annexation of this Republic to the United 
States, was taken up on its final passage, and the question be- 
ing put; “shalt the resolution passt? - 

Messrs. Baker, Brennan, Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Menifee, Patton, Ponton, Rusk, Row- 
lett, and Thornton, 13, voted in the affirmative; and 

Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson; Billingsly, Boyd, Grigs- 
by, Hardeman, Linn, Lumpkin, McKinny, Pierpont, Power, 
Sutherland, and Swift, 14, voted in the negative, 

So the resolution was lost. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a joint resolution author- 
izing the county surveyor of ihe county of Fort Bend, to survéy 
the boundary line between the counties of Harrisburg and Fort 
Bend; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Sidney Sherman, reported a resolution for his bene» 
fit; which was read a first time. ` 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee-on military affairs, to whom 
was referred the petition of James A. Sylvester, reported that, 
inasmuch as the petition had been previously acted upon, it 
could not properly coine again . before the present congress.— 
Adopted. 

, „A communication from the secretary or the Treneury was 
received. ' st 
i A motion: was made to rafer i it to the committee on finance. 
ost. 

Mr. J ones, of Austin, moved that the secretary be invited 
within the bar to explain; lost. - 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the bill, under cover of the 
communication, were ordered to be returned, 


" a 


z 
La amen =~ 
1 G 


-- 


70 


The bill entitled, an. act supplementary to an act to re- 
duce into one act, and to amend the several acts relating to the 
establishment of a general land office: was taken up. 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend the first section by adding the 
words, “except in mending water courses;" adopted. 

Mr. Gant moved to amend the second section by adding 
after the word date, the words “and member;? adopted. 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend the third section by striking out 
all from the word “requires,” to the word “but;” adopted. ' 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend the fifth section by striking out 
the proviso; adopted. 

The same section was amended by striking out the words 
“to the same.” 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out the fourth section; ; adopted. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to strike ont the words, “upon the 
. same lands,” and insert *théreof;" adopted. 

Mr. Gant moved to amend the sixth section by striking out 
the word “provided,” and insert *and;" adopted. 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out, “or otherwise fraudulently 
obtained;" adopted. 

Mr. "Gant moved to strike out the word “two,” and insert 
“more than one;” adopted. . 

Ou motien of Mr. Rusk, the whole of the sixth section was 
then stricken out. . 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the 7th section was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the ninth section was 
stricken out. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to. amend by adding to the 
section tenth; adopted. 

Mr. Rowlett moved to amend, by adding *the gold and 


. Silver received by receivers to be paid over;" lost. 


Mr. Gant moved to strike out the latter part of the llth 
section; lost. 

Mr. Brennan moved to strike out the llth section. The 
ayes and noes were called for, and 

Messrs. Brennan, Gant, Linn, Pierpont, Power, Rusk and 
Rowlett, '7, voted in the affirmative; and 

Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Gazley, Grigs- 
by, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Lump 
kin, menifee, ucKinny, Patton, Ponton, Sutherland, Swift, Thorn- 
ten, and Wyatt, 19; voted in the negative. 

So the bill.was ordered to be. engrossed. 

On motion of wr. Burleson, the house adjourned till to- 
morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, 9d MAY, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by the Chaplain. 

Present—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, -Burleson, Billingsly, 
Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Aus- 
tin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lumpkin, menifec, Pierpont, Pon- 
ton, Power, Rusk, Sutherland, Swift, and Thornton. 

Mr. Patton presented a petition ‘from sundry .citizens of 
Bexar: which was ordered to be transmitted to the senate. 

Mr. Gazley. presented a petition from the citizens of Har- 
risburg county, relative-to.a division of the county and probate 
court; which was referred to a select committee pg of 
messrs. Gazley, Gant, and-Rusk: 

Mr. Burleson presented a petition i J. W. Moody ;— 
which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. —. 

Mr. Rusk presented? two petitions, onc from J. M. W. 
Hall's company, and otirer volunteers; and the other from Geo: 
W, Gant, administrator of the estate of Samuel Dexter; which 
were referred to the committee on claims and accounts.. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims‘and accounts, 
to whom was referred sundry petitions, &c.: reported a bill for 
the benefit of Augustus Menells and Thomas A. Wyatt. The 
committee had examined the accounts of Henry L. Thompson, 
and recommended the passage of a resolution requiring the se- 
cond auditor to inform the house why he refused to audit the 
same. "The bill was read a first time, and. the: resolution refer- 
red to was adopted. T 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the accounts of George Sutherland, re- 
. ported a bill for his relief; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk introduced a bill to organize the militias. which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. Branch, from the committee on the TR to whom 
was referred the papers relative to the estate.of William G. Lo- 
gan, deceased: reported that the subject properly belonged-to 
the judiciary tribunal of the county; which report was concur- 
red in. 

JMr.- Gant, with leave, introduced a bill to autore the 
land commissioners to issue duplicate certificates for. land;=— 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill entitled, an act appien 


tary to an act establishing ferries,. etc. which was read a first 
time. Si 
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Mr. Gazley introduced a joint resolution authorizing tlie 
surveyor of Harrisburg county to run the line between he 
counties of Harrisburg and Matagorda; which was read a first 
time. "hA , 

Mr. Hill, from the committee to whom was referred the bill 
to alter the boundary line between the counties of Washington 
and Montgomery, reported unfavorably to the passage of the 
bill. . T E 
Mr. Gant moved that the papers be read; lost. — . 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the report, 
and the ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. Branch, Burle-. 
son, Billingsly, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby Hardéman, 
Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk; 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton and Wyatt, 20, voted in 
the affirmative; and Messrs. Gant, Linn, and Patton, 3 voted in 
negative: so the report was concurred in. OA 

Mr. Rowlett, with leave, introduced a resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That no new business will be received, iv, this 
house after the 5th inst.; which was laid on the table until to- 
morrow: . CIN Wu ELE D. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claíms and accounts, 
to whom were referred the claims of H. Ashby and Peter Hines, 
reported a.bill for their relief; which was read a first time, 

Mr. Boyd, from the committee to whom was referred the 
bill entitled an act to dispose of the forfeited lands of the Re- 
public, reported a bill with amendments; adopted. ° — 

. Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a resolution instructing 
the committee on the state of the Republic, to take into consid- 
eration the subject of opening the trade with the Northern part 
of the Republic; adopted, —T—— 

Mr. Billingsly moved to reconsider the vote given on yester- 
day, on the resolution to withdraw the proposition for annexa- 
tion; adopted. | "A P 

Mr. Burleson. introduced a resolution of thanks to H. R. 
W. Hill, Esq., of Nashville, Tennessee; which was laid on the 
table for the present. ol 

The joint resolution. to withdraw the proposition to annex 
this Republic to the United States, was taken up. ` | | 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule in order to amend; 
adopted. . . E op l 

The resolution was then amended so as to read, “the pres- 
ident is authorized and required immediately," &c.; which was 
adopted; ' 
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Messsrs. "Brennan, Douglass. Gazley, ones, of Brázoria, 


Li 


Jack, Menifee, Patton, Ponton; Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson, and : 


Thornton, 13, voted in the affirmative; Messrs, Speaker, Branch, 
Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Grigsby, Hardeman, "Hill, “Linn; 
McKinny, Pierpont, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt, 14, voted in 
the negative: so the resolution was lost. ^ 7 ^" " —— 
.' A message was received from the senate b " Mr. Gray, in- 
forming the. house that the.senate had. concufre | in ihe passage 
of the joint resolution providing for the repairs of the president's 
house, and for the purchase of furniture, &c.; also in the, pas- 
sage of the resolution supplementary, to a joint resolition for 


the benefit.of J. J. Linn;'also that the senate had made several - 


amendments tothe bill entitled:an act to.authorize the président 
to negotiate a loan for five millions of dollars, and asked. thé 
concürrence of the house tothe same. ~~ .— ^ ^" ^. |” 
-Mr. Branch moved that the. amendment striking ‘out. the 
5th section, and, adopting, a substitute in: lieu thereof, be disa- 


greed to. — Tie ayes.and,noes being called for, Messrs. Speaks 


er, Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Gazley, Grigs- 
by, Hardeman, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, Rowlett, aud 
Thompson, 14, voted in the affirmative; Messrs. Boyd, Jones, of 
Brazoria; Linn, Patton, Power, Sutherland, Swift, .'Thornton 


^ 


and Wyatt, 10, voted in the ‘negative: so thé amendment was 


[ 


disagreed to. `: 


On motion; the other amendments made -by the senate, 
" 4 v A ta Fe x 


x 


were concurred in.. 


On motion of Mr. Thornton, the. house "adjourned til 3. 


o'clock, P. M. . CHE Am 
"uu ee THREE O'CLOCK; P. M. 
- "The. house met pursuant to adjournment. s ; 
Mr. Wyatt introduced a joint resolutiou authorizing th 
president to:take.the sense ofthe people on the question of an- 
nexation, which was read a first time. — - — uus 


The- resolution for the benefit of Rossand Lynch's com- 


panies, was.read a third time and passed. 


x x 


An act supplementary to an act to reduce into one act and. 


to amend. the several acts relating to the establishment of a gen-- 
eral land office, was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A communication was received from the.2d auditor relating 
to the claims of: William G. 


Thompson. . TIE M Vd. da ml 


A 
- 


£ 


The resolution was again put upon its final passage, and - 
in a ester E on Se. 


Cooke; administrator of, Henry L. 


" ' 
^ x 
x N 
J S 
$ E. x 
- 
- 
> - » 


- wo 
* T 


+ aor ^ 
^ HAS yt 


dices 
Phat T cn 
, 
à 


~ 
= p 


m arn r 
La oa 


6-9 al Aa e, 
eet 


E Ll 
few 
L] 
* 
a 


To£ge : 
sk " 
H 
i n 


"The joint resolution for the benefit of John: F. Kemper was 

read a sécond timé. ^ | *” 
. The bill'entitled an. act supplémentary: to an act te sustain” 
the currency; Was, on motion of" Mr: Rusk, indefinitely: póst- 
ned. ` 
The bill to legitiniate J aln. Vince; soti of Allen Vince; Ei 
was, on motion, of Mr. Rusk, indefinitely postponed. - 
The joint resolution authorizing the secretary of^ “war to 
discharge | officers’ and sóldieré forthwith, was referted: ‘te: the 
cominittee on military’ ‘affairs, C i i 

‘On motion’ of Mr: Piérpont, the papers of Forbes, admini: y 
trator of M: B. Clark, were withdfawti.. ' 

` The joint resolution’ authorizing: the’ Bécretary: of War to 
grant discharges tó "ali officers ánd' soldiers ‘ot furlough, Was rei 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs: Patton W yat: 
and Linn. . 

The bill autlierizing ‘the surveyor‘of Fayette coüiity: to-run . 
the boundary’ line of said county; Was read a'sécónd time,’ and; 
on motion of Mr: Thompson, indefinitely pestpohed. =- 

"Tbe joint. resolution for me benefit of M. Be ‘Menard: was 
réad e ‘second tine. E 

‘Mr. "Thótipsóii mioved a referénce to the: comités: on 
county Boundaries; thé ayes and ‘noes ‘ beiiig called’: for, Messrs. 
Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Hill, Patton; arid Thoinpson, 6; voted - 
in the affirmative: and Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burléson, B£én-/ 
nan, ‘Boyd, Grigsby; Hardéman, Lins, ‘Menifee, McKinny, 
Pierport, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherlaiid, Swift; 
Thornton and' Wyatt, 19, voted‘ in the negative. ' =“ 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. ^, 

The bill regalatitg taxes, and tbe other bills elative to ihe 
same subject, were ‘referred to the: cóminittee of" the: whole 
house. =’ S». NU 

The liousé then resolved itself into' committee of the whole 
—Mr. Hill in the chair. 

After having spent some’ time therein, the comthittée r rose 
and reported that they ‘had’ had under consideration thé several: 
bills relative to the levying a tax, &c. had'made some progress, 
and asked ‘to be discharged from further consideration of B 
same; ‘adopted. 

* “Mri Rusk offered a substitute? ^^ -> 

"The bill, together with the sübstitüte, were then referred to: 
a select committee, consisting of Messrs. .Menifee, Risk*and 
Hardeman. : 
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.:; The joint resolution for the. benefit of. Maclin Bracy, Jai 
Foster, and William P. Smith, was read a second time. ji 
motion,- so .much as referred to the claims of "William. P. Smith 
was stricken.out. |. The. resolution was. then. ordered. to. be en- 
grossed. ^... 

‘On motion . of- Mr: Branch, the. ‘house adjourned til 9 
o telock to-morrow morning... i l 
xs JTuuRsDAY MonxING; 3d May, 1838: " 
Thel house met pursuant to. adjournment, and was open- 
ed with prayer bythe chaplain.. ~ ......— 

Mr. Pierpont from the committee onan indi ccu 
to. whom was referred the acceunts of Memucan Honi, and the 
memorial-of A. J: Yates, reported a.resolution for the benefit 
of the former, and, „recommended, the reference of the latter to a 
select committee; adopted... S 

Messrs. ‘Rusk,.J ack, and Tones, óf Aiistia, were appointed 
said committee... 

The resolution for the beiefit of Memucan Huit was read 
a. first time. . 

l ;Mr. Sutherland, fom ‘ihe mu on, publie TT 
whom was referred the petition of Mr. R. Wilh, reported that 
the. committee are of, qpinion:: that, the law provides- for all Eh 
cases. The. committee-had also under, consideration the ‘bill-en- 
titled an act to grant lands to emigrants, and recommended:its 
indefinite postponement; adopted. 

Mr. Bratich presented. a petition | Ton J oseph White, which 
was. referred: to the committee on claims and accounts,* ; 

. "Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on: engrossed bills, report- 
ed sundry- bills. - 

.Mr. Billingsly. presented propositions from the ‘corporation 
of Bastrop relative to the location tof the seat. of. goverament; 
which, were referred to the joint committee: on the seat of gov- 
ernment. , 

- Mt. Baker, from, the committee on 'enrolled bills, - reportéd 
the joint resolution authorizing. the ‘president. and, commissioner 
of the general land office, to issue titles to lots oi n, Galveston 
Island; also, the act, providing - for ‘the removal , of the seats of 

justice e: 

h s. Power offered’ the following ‘eéolution, which . was 

adopted: i 

lel That. the secretary. of. n navy’ report. E this 
house the number of officers and men in the service or. empl loy. of 
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‘this Republic, with a statement of theii monthly pay, and where 


stationed. [ 
" Mr. Thompson, with leave, introduced a bill: relative. to 
grand and petit jurors, which was‘read a first times‘ 

Mr. Pierpont; from the committee on claims and accourits, 
to whom was referred the petition of the members of J, M. 
Hall's company, and others, reported thé petition: did not come 
properly béfore that committee, and Ie comimendeo its reference 


-to the committee on public lands. 


The joint regolution for. the benefit of M. 8. Menard, was 


redd a first time, and passed. 


The bill for the benefit of Macklin Bracy ad Janne Foster 
was read cnird time and passed. 

Mr. Patton moved to suspend the rule and take up, ihe 
joint resolution - providing for auditing claims created previous 


: to 1837; adopted. 


Mr. Thompson moved to amend by adding a third section; 
adopted. - 

The resolution was ihien eled to a select comites con: 
sisting of Messrs: Gant, Patton and Rowlett, with instructions to 


report at 3 o'clock. 


Mr. Rusk’ presented. à petition . from Joseph A.-Creery, 


` which was referred to a seléct committee, di d of Mm 


Rusk, sranch and Thornton. 

A petition from John Babtist Maturin, was. presented, ‘and 
referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from R. Eden Handy, in 

Robinson 'which’was referred to‘a select com- 

mittee, consisting of Messrs. Rusk, surleson and Baker. 

A message: was received: From tbe seriate by Mr. Gray, in- 
forming the howse that the senate had, after examinirg’ the 


" Same, passed the ‘bill incorporating the Caney Navigation Cor- 


D and.also had amended and passed the. bill to repeal- the 
7th:section of the'act organizing inferior courts; also that the 


‘senate had passed the bill to prevent thé burning of prairies in 


certain seasons. 

Mr. granch, from the judiciary committce to’ "whom were 
referred the bill “entitled an act supplementary to an act to re- 
duce into one act and tó amend the several acts in relation to 
the establishment of a general land office, and thebill relating 
to the officers of the general land office, after having obtained 


leave, reported a substitute’ for both bills, -'Thé report was 


adopted, and the substitute was, on motion of Mr. Rusk, 
amended, and one hundred copies ordered to be printed. 


| HW. 

On mation of Mr: Task; thé: ys eri the final passage of the 
resolution legitimating: John Vince, $ $bh'of Allen Vince, was 
reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the vote on i the final passage of the 
bill providing for the renewal of audited drafts, when. lost; Wiis 
re-considéred.: ^^ — tp 

The résollition providi ng that no new: business shall bei in- 
troduced after the 5th inst., was taken up. < 

Mr. Branch moved its indefinite postponement} lost. . 

‘The ‘resolution was. put-‘upon its final’ passage; -Messrs. 
Speaker, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of 


prazoria, Rusk, Rowlett, ‘Thornton and: Walker, 11, 'voted in 


the affirmative; and Messrs. Baker, Branch; Burleson; nillingsly, 


Brennan, Boyd, , Gazley, Jack, Linn, "Ménifee;" McKinny, Pier-. 


ponit; Ponton Powér; Sutherland, Swift, Thompson and Wyatt, 
18, voted ip t the negative: .'so the resolution was lost. - 

“On motion öf Mr. Rusk, the bill provi. ing for the remeyal 
of the, seat government, was taken Opes. vies 
67 Mr. Garit'moved its referente to a select. cominittéd of five, 
. adopted. ME "n m AE 
Mr, Patton ‘moved that the "hose lost the: comiminittee; 
adopted. ' E 
x^ Mr. J: ack moved to postpone the election ET Monday; 
lost. 

. Mr. Gaut thoved to postponed til Monday T . 

" Messrs. Jones, “of Brazoria, and Grigsby were appointed 
tellers. : 

` After balloting, Geòrge ‘Sutherland was the only member 
elected. 

Mx. Gazley moved that the speaker appoint thie Senisinder 
of theeommittee, when Mr: Rusk moved a reconsideration of 
the vote referring the bill to a select committee; which Jast mo- 
tion“ was adopted.. m CHa 

* The bill was then reported -to: the committe, on- public 
lands, with in&trüctfons tó réport to-mórrow mornings ` 
" "The bill forthe relief of John F. Kempér, “Ws, sanno 
of Mr, Thompson; laid. on the: ‘table fall. ‘volichiers could be re- 
ceived” * heck, 

The bill to incorporate the city of Houston, wenn motion 
of Mr. Piérpoht, laid on the-table for the present. ~. 

. | ‘Phe bill próviding for raising one ‘volunteer: coligany for 
“each battalliot, was taker! up, and torisidered; rend” a second 
time, and ordered to be engte: 

. On motion, the house à jour until: 3 o "clo p. m. 
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. THURSDAY EmvENING;: 3 o'clock, p. m. 

The bonse met pureuant.to adjournment.: . 

The bill entitled an act to repeal the 37th section of an 
-agt „organizing inferior. courts, was taken, up, and the, amend. 
ments made by 1 the senate were concurred in. 

An act incorporating the Caney Navigation Company ` Was 
.taken up, and, on motion, the amendments made by the senate 
were concurred in. 

~ Mr. Sutherland, with leave, introduced a bill, to secure titles 
to lands situate within certain limits; , which was read a first 
“Lime. 

The bill from the senate to pievent, the burning. of prairies 
in. certain seasons was read a first time. E 

Mr. Burleson introduced the following. résolution: 

_ “Resolved, "That, the ;senate be requestcd to meet in the 
house of 1epresentatiyes,at 3 o'clock on Monday, for the pur- 
pose of electing officers to fill offices in the different land. offices; 
which was concurred in. . | 

Mr. Gant moved to amend by inserting between ihe “fill 
offices,” the words **vancancies in the;” adopted. i 

Mr. Jones, of mrazoria, moved to add the words *and 
also fill vacancies in the board of medical censors;" adopted. 

. The resolution was then adopted. 

An act to repeal a part of an act incorporating thé town 
of Brazoria, was read.a second time, and amended. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspendéd and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 

. The joint resolution authorizing claims to be audited: with- 
out the affidavit of claimant, was taken up. 

. Mr. Gant moved its. indeflnite postponement; lost. 

. . The resolation was.read a second time and ordered to-be 
engrossed. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to re-consider the vote on the bill 
granting lands to emigrants who had arrived in the country 
since the Ist of October last, which was adopted. | 

On motion of Mr.- Rusk, the bill to organize the militia was 
taken up and read a second times 

Mr. Rowlett moved a suspension of the rule in order to. a 
final reading; lost. . ^ 

Mr. Rowlett, from the committee. to whom was. referred 
the petitions, &c. from the citizens of Red Rivér county, with 
eave, reported.a bill to. create a new “county ; which was read a 
first time, and referred to a select.committee of three, consisting 


of Messrs. Rowlett, Wyatt, and McKinny.. - 


< 
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A message was — ÀÓ fom the. senate; informing the 
housé that the senate adheres to: díeirmnenduient, to which the: 
house hadi disagreed. ~~ 

The bill entitled an act to dispose of the. forfeited lands, 
was reada second time: `. 

Mr. Rusk moved: «to fill the first blank with $ dollars per: 
acres: c ited. i 
oyd moved to lay the bill « on the table; jos 

Mr Gant offered as a sábstitüte to the billy . ther -bill-to as- 
certain the public domain; lost. 5 

„Mr: Boyd.níoved to. anferid so;as to: read, no. improved fi fòr- 
feited lands shall. be-located;fost. > . l 

‘Mr. Gant moved to: strike out the 3d tection; lost; 

The:bill was then:erderedito be-engrogséd. 

- "A message was;received. from the. senate, informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in the ‘substitute. for the 
joint resolution for the benefit of Costly and Jew ell’s:companies} 
also in: the substitute’ “adopted: by the house authorizing. the 
president to appoint: netaties public to the several .  cbuniiestof 
the Republic. = 

The bill entitled an, act: establishing ac port: of: entry: at. 
the Westend.of Galveston, m d motion of: Mr. - Patton i ine 
definitely. postponed. : ^ . i 

The joint resolution for the benefit of. A. a Chapman was 
read a second-time;:and Teed -to the Si raid on claims 
and accounts, : 

The bill for the relief of John Garrett was referred to. the: 
committee on. claims and accounts: - 

A-message was received from the. senate informing: the 
house that the senate had passed a b:ll to create and define the: 
senatorial district:óf Austin; Colorado and Fort Bend; also & bill 
mi honzig J. Worcester to make:and vend-a map ‘of the a 
public. 

‘The bill entitled an act to authorize the president to nego- 
tiate a loan of five millions of dollars, was taken up. - 

On motion, a committee of:three-were appointed to confer 
with. a-similar committee to be appointed by the senate, ‘on the 
subject of the disagreement: of'the-amendment. P 

‘Messrs. Jones, of Brazorià, - Menifee. and, Rusk ` were ap- 
pointed said committee. n 

The bill:to create and define the seda district of ‘Aus: 
tin, Colorado-and Fort Bend, wasread .a-fitst time. 


|j 
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Tlie. bill authorizing: J. Worceste; to make and vend a 


map of the Republic, was$iread:sa first time. . DOLES Bop 
Mr. Power obtained leave to withdraw. the papers of Wn. 
Langham. — 


Mr. Gant obtained leave to withdraw the papers of Doctor. 
Smith. 

Mr. Sutherland obtained leave to ‘withdraw the papers of 
P. Dimmitt, ` 

The resolution forthe relief of N. F. Byers s was. indefinite- 
ly postponed. > 

The bill for the benefit of Walker and - Paxton, was, on 
motion of Mr. Billingsly, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to amend the tax Jaw was referred toa select ; com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Menifee, Rusk and Hardeman, 

The bill to amend an act-incorporating: a national bank, 
was, on motion of Mr. Billingsly, laid on the table. . 

` A message was received from the’ senate informing the: 
house that the senate had appointed Messrs. Everett, Raines 
and Russell to confer with the committee.appointed.by the house’. 
on the subject ofthe disagreement. to the amendment to: the. bill. 
authorizing the president to negotiate a loan, &c. 

The bill to create the collecteral district of .Lávacca,.was : 
referred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. Menifee, . 
Linn and Jones, of Austin. 

The resolution allowing pay to the volunteers who. served : 


under Col. Douglass, was read a second time and ordered ‘to 


be engrossed. 

The joint resolution pointing outa mode of authenticating. 
deeds and | other instruments of writing,. was read & second 
time. : 
The: ‘joint resolution appropriating ($70,000,) seventy thou- | 
sand dollars for certain purposes therein named, was ‘indefinitely 
postponed. 

The bill to incorporate the city of Houston, was laid on 
the table. 

The joint resolution granting lands to emigrants who con- 
tributed to the su pport ofthe war, was read a second time and 
referred to the committee on public lands. ~. - 

. Mr. Thornton moved to adjorn:till 10 o "clock, Monday 
Morning. 
The ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. Baker, Boyd, 
Jones, of Brazoria, Pierpont, Rask, Swift, Thompson, Thornton 
and Walker, 9, voted in the affirmative; Messrs. Speaker, Bur- 


8l 


leson, Billingsly, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, 


Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Ponton, Power, 
Rowlett, Sutherland,and Wyatt, 18, voted with the negative: 
So tlie motion was lost. »" | 
. Mr. Jack moved to adjourn till 9 o'clocE to-morrow morn- 
ing; lost. ; " i ; , ‘ " 
- The bill providing for the settlement of deceased soldiers 
atid officers’ estates, was read a second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. l M E 
A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that, if there was no business before it, that weuld re- 
quire the presence of the senate, thal that body weuld adjourn 
till Monday morning. v S 
A motion was made £o adjourn till Monday morning at 9 o- 
clock. ` B " mE 
The ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. Speaker,Baker, 
Burleson, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, 
McKinny, Pierpont, Rusk, Swift, Thompson, Thornton, Walk- 
er and Wyatt, 16, voted in-the affirmative; and Messrs. Billings- 
ly, Grigsby, Gai, Hardeman, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin; Menifee, 
Ponton, Power, Rowlett, and Sutherland, 12, voted in the 
negative: the house was accordingly adjourned.. - : 
l Monpay mornine, 7th May, 1838. 
. The house met pursuant to adjonrnment, and was opened 
with a prayer by the chaplain. EM 
. Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, preseníed a petition from the 
citizens of Columbia, praying: for the incorporation of the Co- 


lumbia Rail Road Company. uu 

Mr. Billingsly presented propositions from Judge Briscoe 
and others from the seat of government; which were referred to 
thé joint committe for the permanent location of the seat of 
government. _ — JENNI 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom they were referred, 
returned the papers of A. J.. Yates, and recommended their ref- 
erence to the committee on military affairs. . 

Mr. Sutherland, from the committee on public lands. to 
whom was referred an act providing for the removel of the seat 
of government; which was laid on the table. — — 

Mr. Branch, from the committee on the judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill relating to courts of probate, reported that 


thé committee had had the same under consideration, "and re» 


commended.its indefinite postponement. . — an 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was laid on the table. 
: . K 
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Mr. Gant, from the committee .on county boundaries, to 
whom was referred the bill to annex a part of Victoria county 


to the county of Jackson, asked leave to return the papers to the ` 


* 


house, which was granted. : 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial from the citizens of Brazoria county, on 
the subject of the custom house regulations, reported a resolu- - 
tion relative to the duties of the collector of the port of Velasco. 
Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on engrossed bills, repor- 
ted sundry bills. l 
Mr. Rowlett, from the committee to whom was referred the 
petitions and remonstrances from the citizens of Red River coun- 
tv, reported a bill to create.the county of ; and also a 
substitute for the former bill creating the counties of ————— out 
of the territory of the county of Red River. 
The bill to dispose of the forfeited lands of the Republic 
was taken up: l 
Mr. Menifee moved to suspend the rule in order to amend; 
adopted. Mr. Menifee moved to amend by adding a proviso to 
the first section, which was adopted, 
Mr. Gazley moved to strike out the 4th section. Ayes an 
noes being called for, and Messrs. Billingsly, Gazley, Jones of 
of Brazoria, Jack and Power---5 voted in the affirmative; and 
Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of Austin, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, McKinny, Ponton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland, Swift, Thornton Walker and Wyatt—26 ‘voted in 
the negative. ~ — z 
Mr. Branch offered a substitute for the bill. On the adop- 
tion of the substitute, Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Bil- 
lingsly, Boyd, Gazley, Hill, Jones, of Austin, Jones, of Brazo- 
ria, Linn, Pie: pont, Ponton, Power, Rowlett, andWyatt—15 
voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Burleson, Brennan Doug- 
lass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, Mc- 
Kinny, Patton Rusk, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton, and Wal- 
ker—16, voted in the negative. . | 
On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill was referred to select com- 
mittee, with instructions to report to-morrow morning: adopted. 
Messrs. Jack, Branch and Rusk, wer appointed said committee. 
The bill to provide for the settlement of deceased soldiers’ 
estates was read a third time and passed. 
The bill for raising one company of volunteers from each 


S hottalian ene vend a third time and passed. ` 
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. A message was received from the senate informing the . 
house that the senate had passed a bill providing for the location | 
of certain land scrip, and. for rédeeminir the same; and also that: 
the senate had concurred, with.thc house in the adoption of the 
the resolutión requiring the joint committee on printing to give 
notice to, and receive propositions from, the several printing 
offices touching the prices of printing; also, that the senate had 
appointed Messrs. Everett and Russell on the joint committee to: 
take into consideration the expediency of modifying the law to : 
raise a revenue by impost duties; álso, that the senate had 
amended and passed the bill for the protection of the frontier; 
also, that the senate had amended and passed the bill from the 
house entitled *an act to repeal an act to encourage steam na- 
vigation; and also, that the senate had amended and passed the 
bill authorizing the President to raise a corps of cavalry. — . 

The amendments of the senate to the bill for the protec- 
tion of the frontier were concurred in. M EL 

Fhe bill authorizing the President to raise a corps of cav- 
alry was taken up: Mr. Patton offered to amend the amend- 
ment made by the senate, by adding a proviso: lost. 

Mr. Billingsly moved that the house concur in the amend 
ment:lost. a” ae . 

On motion, the house disagreed to the amendment. 

The bill to repeal an act to encourage steam navigation, . 
together with the amendments made by the senate was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Pierpont, referred to a select committee, consisting 
of Messrs Pierpont, Rusk, and Branch. mE 

The bill from-the senate, providing for the location of cer- 
taie land scrip, and „r redeeming the same, was read a first. 
time. l 

A message was received from the senate informing the house - 
that the senate had passed a joint resolution for disbanding. the 
army, which resolution was read a first time. 

A message was received from the senate, informing the. 
house that the senate had passed a joint resolution for disband- , 
ing the army and navy, which resolution was read a first time. 

À message was received from the :enate, informing the house 
that the senate had adopted a substitute for the bill supplemen- 
tery fo an act granting lands to those who were in the battle of 
San Jacinto and other battles. SN E 

A motion was made to disagree tothe substitute; when 
Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, Dillingsly, Boyd, 
Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Grigsby, Hill, Jack, Rusk, Rowlett 
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~ The bill to prevent the burning of the prairies in certain 
seasons of the year was indefinitely postponed. m 

A bill authorizing J. Worcester to make and vend a map 
ofthe Republic was taken up.  - MEME. 

Mr. Rusk moved its reference to the committee on inter- 
nal improvements: lost. 

Mr. Brennan, moved its reference to the committee on 
county boundaries: lost. 

> motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill was indefinitely post- 

oned. 
i On motion of JMr. Burleson the house adjourned till 3 o'- 
clock, P. M. E l : 
- Monpay Eyenina, 3 o'crcock. 

The house mut pursuant to adjournment. ` 

Mr. Jack presented the petition from James F, Perry and 
others, and introduced a bill to charter the Brazoria and Galves- 
ton Rail Road Company, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the petition of A. T. Burnley, for himself 
and those he represents, reported a bill forthe benefit of A. T, 
Burnley and others, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Jones of Austin presented a petition from Wm., Kuy- 
kendall, which was referred to the committec on claims and 
accounts. i 

Mr. Menifee, from the committee to whom was referred the 
bill to create the collectoral district of La Vacca, reported a 
substitute. i PENA 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, from the committee of conference, 
to whom was referred the disagreement ofthe two houses on 
the subject of the amendment made by the senate to the bill 
authorizing the President to negotiate a loan on the bonds of 
the government &c., reported that the committee had coine to 
an agreement and recommended all that part of the section from 
the word “treasury” in the 20th line, to the word “republic,” 
in the 33d line, be striken out, and that the remainder of the 
section be adopted; which was concurred in by the house. 

The bill to organize the militia was read a third time and 
passed. l 
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The joint resolution authorizing claims tobe audited with- 
out the affidavit of claimant, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to. establish a rate of “ints rest was read. a. third 
time and passed: = . 

The ‘bill for the benefit of those who served under Col. K. 
H. Douglass was read a third time and passed. | 

A message was received from the senate by Messrs, Horton 
and Burton, informing the house that the senate are ready to. 
meet the house and go into joint elections &c. 

On motion, Messrs. Jack and Swift were appointed a Com- 
mittee to wait on the Senate and inform them that that the 
house were ready to receive them. - 

The two houses having met, they proceded to fill the va- 
cancies that had oceurred ander the land law: and also the va- 
cancies in the board’ of medical censors as follows: For the 
county of Brazoria, William Ekle was elected associate com- 
missioner. For tne county of Austin, Isaac L. Hill was elected 
p of the board, and James Allen, associate commission- 
er. For the county of Harrisburg, James G, Hutchinson was 
elected president of the board, and Thomas W. Ward and Jno. 
Woodruff were clected associate commissioners. For the coun- 
ty of Colorado, Williamson Daniel was elected president of the 
board, and William Duege and Wm. R. Hunt were elected as- 
sociate commissioners. For the county of Montgomery, Hugh 
McGuffin was elected associate commissioner. For the coun- 
ty of Goliad, William L. Hunter was elected president of the 
board. For the county of sastrop, Washington Anderson was 
elected clerk of the board, Richard L. Davis was elected medi- 
cal censor for the county of San Augustine, Jacob S. saker 
was elected medical censor of the county.of Shelby and Sabine. 
William W. Duck was elected medical censor for the counties of 
Jasper and Jefferson. Charles F. M. Dancey was elected med- 
ical censor for the counties of Bastrop Gonzales and Fayette. 

Tho elections having closed, the senate withdrew. 

On motion of ur. Branch, the house : adjourned : till 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. -` ! ; 

TuEspay- _ MORNING, may 8 8, 1838. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was apened with 
prayer by the chaplain. 

Present, Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Boyd, Crigsby, Gaz- 
ley, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton Power, Piorponi PER 
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Rowe, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton, and Wy- 
att. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria presented a petition from sohn Talbott, 
which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

. Mr. Brennan prescnted a petition from Ellen Odonoven, 
which was referred to a‘ select committee consisting of Messrs, 
Brennan, Linn and Thornton. : 

Mr. Hill presented a claim of Thomas B. Reese; which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Hill presented a petition from Wm. H. Taylor; which 
was referred to the committee on public lands. , ^ - 

Mr. Billingsly presented a proposition from James F. Per- 
ry & co., for the permanent location of the seat of government; 
which was referred to the joint committee on that subject. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom were referred sundry claims and petitions, asked leave 
to return to the house the account of Jesse White, and the joint 
resolution for the benefit of A. A. Chapman, as the claims need- 
ed further proof. The committee had also examined the peti- 
tion of George W. Grant, administrator of Samuel Dexter, de- 
ceased: and were of opinion that the papers were improperly 
referred, and recommended their reference to the committee 
on the judiciary. Adopted. l 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of A. J. Southmaid and William Boyd, re- 
ported unfavorably to the prayer of the petitioners; which re- 
port was adopted. 

Mr. Gant, from the select committee to whom was referred 
the joint resolution providing for auditing claims previous to 
1837, reported a bill, and recommended its adoption, as a sub- 
stitute for the- resolution. 

Mr. Pierpont introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the Navy be required to 
furnish this house with the reasons why he did not approve of 
the accounts of H. L. Thompson, for services, etc., presented by 
Wm. G. Cooke, administrator. 

Mr. Sutherland introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

. Resolved, That ‘the committee on finance be instructed to 
enquire of the secretary of the Treasury, whether or not he 
gave orders to the Collector of the port of Velasco, to reccive 
military scrip in paymen!' of duties on imports, and if he did, by 
what authority, and report to this house. 
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‘Mr. Gazley introduced a resolution, instructing the com- 
inittee on internal improvements to report a bill to establish a 
patent office; which was not adopted. 

A message was received from the senate, informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in the report of the com- 
mittee of conference, appointed to take into consideration the 
disagreement of the two houses on the sübject of the amend- 
ment of the bill authorizing the President to negotiate a loan, 
on the bonds of the government, etc. ` i EUM 

Mr. Billingsly introduced a joint resolution to provide for 
the permanent location of the seat of government; which was 
read a first time. 

On motion of mr. Billingsly, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill put upon its second reading. | l 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out the words, 
41840; adopted. d 

A motion was made to fill the blank with *1839;" lost. 

Motion to fill the blank with “1S38;” lost. E 

Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out all from the word “Tex- 
as? to the word * ; adopted. : 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to refer the resolution to the 
judiciary committee; lost. - 07 á 

The resolútion was then ordered to bè engrossed. 

A communication, with accompanying documents, was ře- 
ceived from the secretary of. the Navy; which was referred to 
the committee on naval affairs. i 

The joint resolution pointing out a mode of authenticating 
deeds and other instruments of writing. 

On motion of mr. Rusk, the resolution was referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

The joint resolution for the government of thé auditor in 
certain cases, was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

An act to create the senatorial district of Austin, Colorado 
and Fort Bend, was taken up. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin; moved its reference to a special com- 
mittee; the ayes and noes being called for, and : . | 

Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, Patton, Pierpout and Ponton, 
12, voted in the affirmative: and 7 dM 

Messrs. Speaker, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Harde- 
man, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, menifee, mcKinny, Power, Rusk, 
Sutherland, Swift, Thornton, Walker and Wyatt, 17, voted in 
the negative. a pU 
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The bill was then ordered to be engrossed.. 

The joint resolution for the benefit of John F. Kemper, was 
read a first time and passede | | M 

The joint resoluiion requiring the boards of land coiiimis. 
sioners to issue land certificates to the legal represéntatives of 
certain deceased soldiers; was laid on the table. — 

"The bill to provide for the location of certain land scrip, 
and for redeeming the same: was, 

On motion of ur. Jack, referr 
lie lands. B i 

. The joint resolution for disbanding the army and navy, was 

taken up. ' 

Mr. Rusk moved its indefinite postponement. The ayes 
and noes being called for: | 7 l 

Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Grigsby, Hill, Jack, Luñipkin, mc- 
Kinny, Rusk, and Thornton, 9, voted in the affirmative; and 

Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gaz- 
ley, Gant, Hardeman, Jones of Austin, Linn, menifce, Patton, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, Walker, 


ed to the committed on pub- 


and Wyatt, 20, voted in in the negative. 


On motion of mr. Billingsly, the resolution was referred to 
a select committee consisting of Messrs. Billingsly, Linn & Rusk. 

The joint resolution requiring thé boards of Tand comniis- 
sioners to issue land certificates to the legal representatives of 
certain deceased soldiers, was agairi taken up. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out the words *notwithstand- 
ing their families may be without this Rcpublic;? withdrawn. 

Mr. Rusk offered a substitute for the resolution. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved td amend the substitute, by 
adding the proviso of the original resolutioh; lost. 

The substitute was then withdrawn. | 

A motion was madé to refer the resolution to the com- 
mittee on public lands; lost. l 

Mr. Branch moved to striké out the proviso; on which mo- 
tion the ayes and noes being calléd for: l 

Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Gant, Hardéman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, menifee, Patton and Sutherland, 10, voted 
in the affirmative; and 

Messrs. Speaker, Brenhan, Douglas, Grigsby, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, mcKinny, Ponton, Power, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Swift, Thornton, Walker, and Wyatt, 17, voted in the 
negative. i ME. 

Mr. Risk moved to indefinitely postpone the resolution. 
The ayes and noes were called. for, and 
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Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Billingsly, Boyd; Douglass, Grigs- 

by, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, menifee, Power, 

Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, and Walker, 17, voted in the 
affirmative; and A i ; l 

Messrs. Baker, Brennan, Jones. of Austin, Jack, Linn, Lump- 

kin, mcKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Thornton and Wyatt, 


» 


12, voted in the negative. 

So the resolution was indefinitely postponed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of: Brazoria, the house adjourned 
till three o'clock, P. M. $0 

| Tourspay Evenine, 3 o'CLoCK P. Me 

The house met pursuant tó adjournment. 

' The joint resolution for thé benefit of John F. Kemper 
was read a third. time and passed. . 

The bill entitled “an act to amend an act, and to reduce 
into one act, and to amend the severral. acts relative to the es- 
tablishing a general land office wastaken up. 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out the 7th sectión.  . 

‘Mr. Jones of Austin, móved to amend the 7th section, by 
striking out the word “grants,” and inserting the word “loca- 
tions"? in lieu thereof: lost. - 

"The question was then taken ón the motion of Mr. Rusk to 
strike out the 7th section; The ayes and noes being called for 
messrs. Baker, Branh, Burleson, Boyd, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, 
Lumpkin, McKinney, Patton, Pierpont Rask and Rowlett--13 
voted in the affirmative: and Messrs. Speaker, Billingsly, Grigs- 
by, Hill Jones of Austin, Linn, Menifee, Patton Power, Suther- 
erland, Swift, Thornton and Wyatt---13 voted in the negative. 
and there being a tié, the section was not stricken out. 

Mr. Boyd moved to amend the 9th section, by striking out 
“60 days" and inserting “30 days.” 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend the 10th section by adding the. 
following, "that sufficient proof be fürnished him thal the party 
applying was entitled to the land:” adopted: d 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the [1th section was stricken out. 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend the 12th section by striking out 
the words “six months” and inserting the words “three months” 
in lieu thereof: adopted. £ 

On motíon of Mr. Menifee, the words *12 months" were 
stricken out. Í i : 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out the Lst section. — i 

Mr. Gant offered to amend the same by adding “that 
nothing contained herein is to be so construed as to prevent 
í L 
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- the-location oflabors separate from other tracts, when, they - 


are contained in the same cerfificate;" lost, 


"The question was then taken on striking out the Ist section: 


the eyes and noes being called for, Messrs. 'Speaker, Branch, 
Boyd, Hill, Patton, Pierpont and Ponton—7 voted-in the affir- 


mative, and Messrs. Dillingsly, Douglass, Gazley,. Gant, Har- 


deman, Jones of Austin, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, 
Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift; Thornton, and Wy- 


att,—17 voted in the negatives. ug 
Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out the words “from and 
after the passage of this act;” lost. : 


Mr. Boyd offered as.an additional section “the act to en- 
courage emigration;? the amendment was amended by insert- 
ing the words “upon his paying to the. government — ———per 
acre:” adopted. ! DN 

A motion was.made to fill up the blank with ‘50 cents,” 
the ayes and noes being called for, and Messrs. Branch, Billings- 
ly Hill, Linn, Menifee, Patton, Power, Rowlett and Sutherland 
—10 voted in the affirmative; and.Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Boyd 
Douglass, Gant, .Hardeman, Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, Mc: 
Kinny, Pierpont, Rusk, Swift Thornton and Wyatt—I4 voted 
in the negative: : oa 

A motion was made to fill the blank with 37 1-2 cents; lost. 
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yoted in the negative. . : "S 

Mr. Boyd moved to amend by adding the bill which pro: 
vides thatallthese persons who arriyed in the country after 
the 2nd day of March 1836 andprevious to the Ist day of Au- 
gust 1836, who afterwards contributed to the support of the 
war, shall be entitled to the benefits of volunteers who come 
within that time, as an additional section, which was not adopted. 

Mr. Rusk offered an amendment as an additional section, 
requiring government fees for all head sights claimed under the. 
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prévious to the révolution, &c.5' adoptéd: 


Mr. Menifee offered an amendment, requiri ng all whó ‘come S 


ini sitice the declaration of independénée; tó pay’ the same gov- 
criimént fées, and the ayés and noes Were calléd for, and xtessrs. 
Branch,. Hardéman, Hill: Lint, Menifee, Pattony aid Sath- 
erlánd-—7 voted iu the affitmative; add | pron pesker,- 
nákér, nillingsly, soyd, Gant} Jones of Aüstil, Eünipkin; Me- 
Kinny, Piérpont; Ponton, Roman, Rusk, Rowilétt; Swift, Thorn- 
ton, and Wyátt—10 voted in the negative. _ ars 
Mr. grancli moved to strike cut állaftér thé enatting clause. 
On motion, the bill was laid on thé táble. — — - 
mr. Piérpont, from thé’ comimittée to Whom was réferred 
the bill entitled “an act to repeal am act to’ éncéoürage stdain 
navigation, passed 18th Dec. 1837, iogether with the amerid- 
ment made by the senate, reported that the committéébad had 
thé saine under consideration, and recómménded a ‘stibstitiite 
for thé sénate’s amendment. ^ et es os E 
On motion of Mr, Rusk, leave of'absétice’ was granted’ to 
Mr. Walker for the remainder of the session. "IM 
Mr. Pierponl from the comüiittce-ón' claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred thè petition of F. Nibling, and thé ac- 
count of Wm. Kuykendall, askéd leave’ tó return the pétition . 
of the former, and reported a resolution for the benefit of the’ fat- 


ter. The report was adopted, and the resolution read a first - 


time. 
ary laws wastákenup. ig, 

mr. Gant moved to amend the 3d séction so as tọ read “in, 
thé county of Washington’ on the 2nd’ mondays of wárch' àhd', 
September;” adepted. . _ l TEM" 

mr. Rusk offeréd a substitute for the 4th section; adoptéd. 

ur. Risk moved to strike out the 5th séction; thé ayes and: 
noes being called for, messrs, Speaker, Jones, of Austin, Lümp- 
kin, McKinny, Ponton, -Power,. Pierpont, Rusk, Sutherland, 
Swift and Thornton—IT voted in the affirmative; and Méssrs. 
Baker, Branch Billingsly, Boyd, Douglass, Gant, Hardeman, 
Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, M 


On motion of mr, Rusk, the bill'améüdatory of the jüdici- 


enifee, Patton; Rowlett’ aiid 
Wyatt—14 voted in the negatives. eS 
On motion ofr. Rusk, the 7th section was stricken out. 
Or motion, the Sth section was stricken out, — 
On motion of mr. menifee, the 9th section was améndéd. by 
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On motion of mr. Rusk, the words “four witnesses? were 
stricken out, and the words “two witnesses" inserted in lieu 
thereof. S 

mr. Rusk moved to strike out the 12th section; the ayes 
and noes being called for, messrs. paker, pillingsly, Boyd, Gant, 
Hardeman,Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Menfee, McKinny Pon- 
ton, Rusk, Rowlett, Swift, Sutherland, Thornton - and Wyatt— 
16 voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Branch, Hill, Linn, 
Patton, Pierpont and Power—6 voted in the negative. l 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the 16th section was stricken out. 

Mr. Menifee moved to amend the 13th section so as to read 
*males 21, and females 18 years:” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, ibe bill was referred to [a select 
committee consisting of Messrs. Rusk, Branch and Jones of Bra- 
zoria. 
Mr. Pierpont moved that the house adjourn, till 10 o?clock 
to-morrow morning. The ayesand noes being called for, and 
Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingely, Gant, Jones, of Brazoria, 
Linn, Patton, Pierpont Power Swift and Tornton—12 voted in 
the affirmative; and Messrs. Boyd, Douglass, Hardeman, Jones 
of Austin, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Ponton, Rusk, Row- 
lett, Sutherland and and Wyatt,—12, voted in the negative. 

On motion, the house adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. l | 

l Wepnespay, Mornrne, May 9th, 1838. 

The house met pursuant so adjournment, and was opened 

with prayer by the chaplain. i l ) 

Present—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Baker, Billingsly, Doug- 
lass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland 
Swift, Thornton and Wyatt. 

Mr, Pierpont, from the commitee to whom was referred the 
petition of James Reese, administrator of Thomas. B. Reese, re- 
ported a bill for the benefit of Thomas B. Reese, whic was read 
a first time. a 

Mr, Swift, from the. committee on internal improvements, 
to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Mont- 
gomery, praying Congress to devise means for clearing out the 
river San Jacinto, reported a bill to incorporate the San Jacin- 
to navigation company, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following as being correctly enrolled. ED 

An act repealing the 39th section of an act organizing the 
inferior courts. | ie E 
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A joint resolution, te provide for repairing the President's 
house, and for the purchase of the furniture. 

A joint resolution. supplementary to a joint resolution for 
the benefit of John J. Linna, approved, December 18, 1837. 

"An act forthe foreclosing of mortgages on real estate and | 
personalestate. — f i l 

An act to incorporate the. Cany Navigation Company. 

Mr. Patton, from. the select committee to whom was refer- 
red the claims of Alexander Henry, reported a joint resolution 
for his benrfit, which was read a first time, l 

'Mr. Menifec, from the committee to whom was referred 
the several bills relative to direct taxes, reported a bill and. re- 
commended its adoption as a substitute, which was laid on the 
table. .. | . - 

Mr. Sutherland introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted: | 

Resolved, The senate be requested to meet the house of re- 
presentatives in the hall at half past 3 o'clock this. evening to 
select a site for the location of the seat of Government. : 

Mr. Gant introduced a joint resolution requiring the secre- 
tary of the treasury to burn all the unsold land scrip; which 
was read a first time, : l - 

Mr. Thornton introduced a bill to define the boundaries of. 
the county of Goliad; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill creating a custom house 
and port of entry at Edwards's Point, wbich was read a first 
time. l EN 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the petition of C. Sage, reported a bill 
for his relief. which was read a first time, . ^ 

Mr. Rusk introduced a bill to provide for the issuing of 
change bills by individuals. which was read a first time. 

On motien of Mr. Billingsly, the vote on the concurrence 
in the report of the committee on the subject of F. - Nibbling's 
petition was recommitted to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. coo 

The bill to incorporate the Colorado City Bridge Company 
was laid on the table till called for. 20 ` , 

Mr. Rüsk introduced a bill to alter and amend the 
several acts for establishing a Navy Department..by adding: 
thereto a board of commissioners, which was read a first time. 

Mr; Pierpoint presented a petition from J. G. Welchmeyer, 
attorney for James Burnham, which was referred to the com- 
mittee on military affairs. 
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The bill to define the sénatorial district of Austin, Colora. 
do and Fort Bend counties, was read a third time and passed. ` 

Mr. Brennan moved to’ re-considef the vote on the bill to 
authorize J. Worcester to make and vend a map'of thé Repub- 
lic; lost. ` l 

The bill providing for the renewal of audited drafts whén 
lost, was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

The bill to incorporate the city of Houston, was read a se- 
cond time. l 

mr. Gazley offered an amendniérit as an ddditidnal section; 
lost. 

On motion of mr. Jack, the bill was indefinitely postponed; 

The bil supplementary to an act entitled an act to re- 
duce into one act and to amend the several acts relating to tlie 
establishment of a genéral land office, was, on motion of wr. 
Branch, referred to a select committee, consisting of Méssrs. 
Branch, Boyd and Swift. 

The bill for the permanent location of the seat of govern- 
ment was taken up on it third reading. — — 
, Mr. Rusk moved tó suspend the rule in order to amend; 

ost. 


On motion of mr. menifee, the bill was postponed till to- 


-Morrow. 


ur. Jones, of Austin, moved to adjourn for thé space of fif: 
teen minutes; lost. l 

The resolution providing for auditing claims’ previous to 
1837, with the proposed substitute, was taken up. 

mr. Baker moved its reference to the committee on the ju- 
diciary ; lost. ] 

Mr. Rusk moved iis indefinite postponement. The ayes 
and noes being called tor, Messrs. Speaker, Billingsly; Douglass, 
Gazley, Grigsby. Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, McKinny, Rusk, 
Sutherland and Wyatt, 11, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. 
Baker, Branch, Brenan, Boyd, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Joiies; 
of Austin, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Rowlett, 14; 
voted in the negative. | 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out all after the enacting clause. 
The ayes and noes being called for, Messrs. Speaker, Billingsly, 
Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Jones of Brazoria, Lampkin, 
McKinny, Rusk, Sutherland, and Wyatt, 12, voted in the 
affirmative; and Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brennan, Gant, Har- 
deman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Patton, 
Pierpont, and Rowlett, 13, voted in the negative. 
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Mr. Rusk moy ed to refer the resolution to the committee 
on claims and accounts; lost. . 
^. On motion of Mr. Pierpont, the resolution was referred to 
a select committee consisting. of Messrs. Jones, ‘of Austin, Jones 
of Brazoria, and Rusk. ` 
On motion of Mr. Jack, a call of the house was ordered, - 
and the following members answered to their names: Messrs. 
Speaker, Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of Austin, Jack, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, Mc Kinny, | Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Row- 
lett, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt. | 
' The bill to annex a part of Y ictoria to Jackson county 
was taken up. . 
Mr. Linn moved to refer it to a select committee; lost. 
The bill was read a second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed: 
The bill to create the county of 
of Red River county, was taken up. 
Mr. Rowlett moved to fill the blank in the substitute with 
the name of Colon; adopted. ` 
The substitute was adọpted, read a second time and order: 
ed to be engrossed. 
he bill to create the county of Center was read a second 


—, out of the territory 


time. 

- Mr, Gant moyéd to amend so as to read € ‘holden on. the 3d 
Monday after tbe 4th Monday in March and September;” adopt: 
ed. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Jack presented a petition-from James Cowdin, which 
Was referred to the committec on internal improvements. 

Mr. Rowlett presented the petition of Elender Wilmouth 
for a divorce, which was referred to the committee on the judi- 
ciary. 

"The bill to create the county of Green was read a. second 
time. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to fill the Ist blank with the words 
“on the 2d Monday after the 4th Monday in April and October; 5 
adopted. 

. Mr. Rusk moved to add a proviso; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the other blank was filled with 
the word “third.” ` 

‘Mr. Billingsly moved to amend so as to read. “Bastrop; 
Green, Fayette and, Gonzales, conntics: to form one. senatorial 
district;” adopted. (0x 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the bill was referred to 
a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Billingsly, Jones, of Aus- 
lin and Menifee. " 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a bill to define the boun- 
daries of the county of Austin, which was read a first time and 
referred tó a sepecial committee, consisting of Messrs. Menifee, 
Billingsly and Jones, of Austin. 

The joint resolution requiring district attorneys to institute 
suits against all Eleven league claimants, was read a second 
time. á 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved the postponement of the res: 
oldtion till the termination of the war; lost. - 

On motion of Mr. Menifee it was referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. i 

Mr. Rusk introduced a joint resolution appropriating five 
hundred dollars for the purchase of a set of astronomical instru- 
ment; which was read a first time. | 

A message was received fror the senate informino the house 
that the senate had indefinitely postponed the joint resolution 
from the house authorizing-ciaims to be audited without affidavit 
of claimant; and that the senate adheres{to its substitute for the 
bill to amend an act granting lands to those who were in the bat- 
tle of San Jacinto and other battles; and they recede (rom their 
amendment to the bill authorizing the president to raise a corps 
óf cavalry,and concur in the passage of the original bill; and that 
they had concurred in the passage of à bill for the benefit of 
Captains Ross and Lynch’s companies; and that they had pass- 
ed a bill to authorize surveyors to make surveys in ceftaih cases. 

A message was received from the president by Mr. Holye, 
private secretary: 50 copies of which alid accompanying doc- 
uments, were ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from thé senate, informing the 
house that the senate would meet them at half past three o'clock 
for the purpose of selecting a site for the permanent location of 
the seat of government. l 

On motion, the hoüse “adjourned till three o'clock; P. m: 

" Webnespay Evr&imNe, 3 o'clock. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

À communicatión was received from the auditor relative 
tö a claim of J. W. Fanniu's heirs and stindry other claims, 
which were referred to the committee on military affairs. 

The bill from the senate authorizing the county surveyors 
to sürvey in Certain cases, was réad a first time. — 
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Messrs. Branch, Boyd and Billingsly were appointed a 
committee to^wait on the senate and inform them that the house 
are ready to receive them. , 

The senate, conducted by their president, were received into 
| the hall, and the purpose for which the two houses had met hav- 

ing been explained by the speaker, they proceeded, by joint 
| vote, to select a site for the permanent location of the seat of 
government. The following places were put in nomination: 

Mr. Robertson nominated Nashville; : 

Mr. Sutherland nominated Eblin’s league; 

Mr. Burleson nominated Bastrop; 

Mr. Wilson nominated Blacks place; 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, nominated San Felipe de Austin; 

Mr. Boyd nominated Nacogdoches; 

Mr. Wilson nominated Groce’s Retreat; 

Mr. Everett nominated Comanchie; 

‘Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, nominated the city of Richmond. 

The vote. was then taken as follows: . i 

For Nashville—Messrs. Pierpont, Walker and Robertson. 


e 


For Eblin’s league—Messrs.Speaker,Baker,Brennan,Grigs- 
by, Hardeman, Linn, Lumpkin, .Menifee, Patton, Ponton, Pow- 
er, Sutherland, Thornton, Wyatt and —19. 

For Bastrop—Messrs. Burleson, Billingsly, Gazley, and 
McKinny —4. - 5 
For Black’s place—Messrs. Branch, Rusk, Rowlett, Thomp- 
son and i i 

For San Felipe de Austin—Messrs. Jones, of Austin, and 


pond 


For Nacogdoches—Messrs. Douglass, Swift, and ——5. 
Groce’s Retreat—none. 
For Comanchie--Messrs. Boyd and : —2, e 


For the Mound league—Messrs. Hill, and Jones, of Brazoria 

For the city of Richmond—none. 

Mr. Gant voted for Washington. l 

No place having received a majority, the vote was again 
taken, (Camanchie was withdrawn.) z 

For Nashville—Mr. —l. 

For Eblin’s league—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Billingsly, 
Brennan, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Power, 
Sutherland, Swift, Thornton, Wyatt, and —27. 

. | M j 
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For Bastrop-—Mr. Boyd. © ' 

For Black's placc-—Messrs. Branch, Douglass, Pierpont, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson, Walker and 2-10. 

For San Felipe dé Austin—none. 

For Nacogdoches—none. 

For Groce’s Ketrest—noüe. : 

For the Mound league—Messrs. Jones, of Austin,and — 9, 

For the city of Richmond—none. - l mE 

Mr. Gant voted for Washington, and Mr. Baker voted for 
Bexar. 

Eblin’s league received a majority of all the votes. | 

The senate then withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the rale was suspended, and the 
resolution for the benefit of Sidney Sherman, was réad a second 
time. 

The rule was further suspended, the bill read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Brennan, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill for the benefit of Samuel Hughes was read a second 
time. 
- The bill for the relief of George Sutherland was read a 2d 
time, i 7 
. On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspendéd, and the 
bill was read à third tirne and passed. 

. On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill for the benefit of J. R. Foster was read a second 
time. l 
The rule was further suspended, the bill read a third time, 
and passed. | l 

Mr. McKinny moved to suspend ihe rule to take up the 
bill organizing a county out of the east part of Red River coun- 
ty ; lost. 

= Mr. Rusk moved to také up thé bill from,the senate defin- 
ing the Northern boundaries of Houston county; adopted. 

The bill was then referred to a select committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Rusk, Boyd and Swift. — 

On motion, the house adjourned. till 9 o'clock to-morrow 


morning. ] 
TuunspaY Morwine, 10th May, 1838. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by the Chaplain. g 
Preseht—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billings 
ly, Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, 
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Linn, Lumpkin, McKinny, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Swift, and Thornton—other members, making a quorum, having 
taken their seats, the house proceeded to business. 

Mr. Rusk presented a petition from Sundry citizens of Col- 
orado, which was referred to the committee on county bounda- 
ries. ` 

Mr. Brennan, from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Ellen O'Donoven, reported a bill for her relief, 
which was read a first time. a ‘ 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee on military affairs te whom 
was referred the communication of" the auditor relative to sun- 
dry claims for military servicas, reported a joint resolution rela- 
tive to the pay of officers and soldicrs of the army, which was 
read a first time. 7 

The rule was suspeuded, and the resolution read a second 
time. 

. Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to amend the resolution by in- 
serting the word “authorized;” adopted. . 

The rule was, on motion of Mr. Rusk, further suspended, 
and the resolution read a third time and passed. 

. mr. Rusk, from the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred the claim of Col. J. W. Fannin’s heirs, reported a 
resolution for their benefit, which was read a first time. 

On motion of wr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution read a 2d time. l "d 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to insert the words, “the 
amount of claims;” adopted. "NN 

mr. Patton moved to amend by deducting $2 43; lost. 

On motion of mr. Busk, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution read a third time and passed. f 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee ori claims and accounts 
to whom was referred the petition of F. Nibling, reported a 
bill for his relief, which -was read a first time. 

The rule was suspended and the bill read a second time. 

Mr. Pierpont moved a further suspension of the the rule; 
adopted. E 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

wr. Rusk, from the committee to. whom they were refer- 
red, returned the papers of William A. Heard to the house, and 
recommended their reference to the committee on claims and 
accounts; adopted. . ~ l 

mr. Rusk, from the select committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Joseph A. Creery, reported a joint resolution for 
his benefit; which was read a first time. 7 
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ur. Branch, from the judiciary committee te whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Elender Wilmouth, reported unfavora- 
bly, and asked leave to return the papers to the house; adopted, 

mr. Baker, from the joint committee on printing, reported 
the terms proposed by the different offices, together with an es- 
timate made by the Typographical Association. 

mr. Menifee, from the committee to whom was veieeted the 
bill to define the boundary of the county of Austin, reported,the 
bill with amendments. The bill was then read a second time. 
The rule was suspended, the bill read a third time and passed, 

ur. Rowlett, from the committee on engrossed bills, report- 
ed sundry bills as being truly engrossed. 

A-communication was received from the treasurer, and re- 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of messrs. Rusk, Jones, 
of Austin, and Branch. 

wr. Gant introduced a bill to provide for the building of 
court houses, jails, academies, &c.; which was read a Ist time. 

A bill to annex a part of Victoria to Jackson county, was 
taken up on its third reading. 

mr. Linn moved its indefinite postponement. 

A call ofthe house was ordered, and the following members 
answered to their names: Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brennan, 
Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of Austin, 
Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, 
Pontos, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, and Wyatt. 

The vote was then taken, and the motion to indefinitely 


~ postpone the bill was lost. 


The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of of William H. Taylor, introduced a bill for his 
benefit, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Burleson with leave, introduced a bill to dofine the 
boundaries of Bastrop and Gonzales counties; which was read 
a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a second time. Mr. Gazley moved to amend the 
bill by prefixing an enacting clause; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, it was referred to a se- 
lect committee consisting of Messrs. Menifee, Burleson and 
Grzley. 

The bill to provide for renewing audited drafts when a 
was taken up. 

mr. Rusk moved to insert ane words “and two other news 
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papers in the Republic;” adopted:”. and also to amend so as to 
read “the duplicate to operate as the original;” adopted. 

mr, Jones of Austin moved its reference to the committee 
on the judiciary; lost. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the benefit of Samuel Hughes was taken up. 

On motion of mr. Gazley, it was referred to a select com- 
mittce consisting of thrse, messrs. Gazley, Jones of Austin, and 
ucKinny. 

The bill creating the county of Center was read a third 
time and passed. ; 

The bill creating the county of Colon was read a third 
time and passed. | 
mr. Billingsly moved to take up the bill for opening the 
trade with the north-western part of the Republic; lost. 

On motion of mr. Rusk, the resolution to provide for the 
purchase of Astronomical Instruments was taken up ahd read a 
second time. __ 2 

On motion of ur. menifee, the words “for the use of the Re- 
public? were added. "The rule was suspended, and the resolu- 
tion read a third time and passed. 

The bill to provide for the issuing of change bills by indi- 
viduals was read à second time. : 

On motion of mr. Rusk, the first blank in the 20th section 
was filled with ten: the next with the werd two. = 

On motion of mr. Rusk, the words “and associate justices” 
were stricken out. The next blank was filled with “one hun- 
dred dollars.” The blank in the Ist section wason motion of 
mr. Rusk, filled with five thousand dollars. 

On motion of mr. Patton, it was referred to a committee of 
. three consisting of messrs. Patton, Rusk and Jones of Austin. 

A, message was received from the senate, informing the 
heuse that the senatc had concurred in the passage of the bill to 
define and limit the issuc of promissory notes. 

On motion of mr. Sutherland, the bill for-the removal of 
the seat of government was taken up and referred to a select 
- committee consisting of messrs. Sutherland and ———- . 

mr. Rusk moved to take up the bill for the benefit of P, Dim- 
mitt; lost, E 

The bill from the senate to authorize county surveyors to 
make surveys in certain cases was read a second time. 

: Qn motion of wr. Jones of Austin, it was amended so as to 
read “or to designate county boundaries.” "e "E 
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On motion of Mr. Gazley, the bill wasindefinitely postponed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the surveyor of Fort Behd ` 
county to survey the line between Fort Bend and Harritburg 
counties. ; 7 

-On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, the words “secretary of 
the treasury” were stricken out, and the word “treasurer”: was 
inserted in lieu thereof. — | E 

On motion.of Mr. Billingsly, the resolution was indefinitely 
postponed. 

The bill for the benefit of P. :Dimmitt was read a second 
time an ordered to beengrossed. — . 

The joint resolution giving those who served in the navy 
the same bounty land as they would have becn entitled to in 
the land service. ^ 

Mr. Jones, of Austin offered an amendment asa proviso; 
adopted. The resolution was then referred to the committee 
on naval affairs. ` 

The bill to incorporate the Colorado City Bridge Company 
was postponed till Monday next. 

The bill supplementary to an act granting lands to those 
who were in the batile of San Jacinto and other battles was 
taken up. ` 5 - 

On motion, the house insists on the passage of the bill and 
ask a committee of conferrence. ~ - | 

An actsupplementary io an act granting land to those who 
were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles was taken ' 
up. - B. 

d . Mr. Rusk moved its indefinite postponement; the ayes and 
noes being called for, when . m 
Mr. Rusk moved that the bill lay on the table; adopted. 

. On mation of Mr. Jones of Austin, the bill for the benefit 
of the officers and.crews of the schooners Invincible and Brutus 
was taken up, and read a second time. . 

On motion of Mr. Jack, it wasso amended as to read “one 
half of the avails of the prizes made by the vessels on their last 
cruise , legally condemned, On motion of Mr.’ Jack, the rule 
was further suspended, and the bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the bill to define and limit the issue of promissory notes, and an 
act to authorize the President to raise á corps of cavalry. ` 
On motion, the house adjourned till 3 o'clock r. m. 

i AmunmspAv Eventne, 3 o'clock, 
The huse me‘ pursuant to adjournment: 
A communication was received from the secretary of the 


— 


vo 739 007 E 
navy rélative to the claim of Wir. G. Cooke, administratér 
of Henery L. Thompson, which, together with tlie petition 
of the administrator on the subject Was, on motion of Mr. Pier- 
pont, referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs. Pier- 
pont, Thornton and —: s. 

Mr. Jones of Austin, from the committee on, naval affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill giving to those who have served 
in the navy, bounty lands, reported a substitute; which was read 
and adopted and ordered to bé engrossed, 

The bill authorizing thé President to order out the militia 
was, on motion o; Mr. Patton, indefinitely postponed. P 

A message ws received from the senate informing the 
housé that they had passed a bill supplémentary to an act ens 
titled | “an act to pay the officers and soldiers of the army and 
navy. : 
An act to provide for recording land titles in certain cases 
was read a second time and ordéred to. be engrossed. 

The bill from the senate entitled an act, supplementary 


&c. to pay thé officers and soldiers of the army and navy was . 


read a first time. "s um 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the rule was suspended and 
the bill read a second time. * 

Mr. Billingsly moved fo amend the Ist section by inserting 
the words “justice of the piece,” adopted. - e 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the title of the bill was amended 
so as to read “an act to amend an act to pay the officers and 
soldiers of the army, and navy.” 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred the petition of J. G. Welchmeyer, administratqr of 
James Burnham, returned the same to the house, and recom- 
mended their reference to the committee on' claims and ac- 
Counts; lost. MM | . 

` Mr. Gant moved a reference to the committee on naval af- 
fairs; lost. E Ro ee ; 

Mr. Sutlierland from the committee on public lands, to 
whoin was referred the bill for locating. scrip, &c., reported the 
bill from the senate with amendments. : u 

Mr. Gànt moved to amend by adding an àdditional sec- 
lion requiring all land scrip to be examined and approved of by 
the secretary oftlie treasury previous to locating the land; lost. 
The rule was suspended, the bill was read a ihird time and 
passed. : Ea ; 

Mr. Menifee, from the committee on finance, reported that 
‘the committee had acted ia. obedience to the resolution requir- 
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ing them to call on the secretary of the treasury to know whern- 
er the collector of Valasco had been instructed to receive mil- 
itary scrip in payment of dulies, and if so, by what law it was 
authorized, The committee are informed that such instructions 
had been given at atime when the laws sustained the same, and 
that the conductof the secretary of the treasury in relation to 
the matter had been strictly correct. 

' Mr. Branch introduced a bill to provide for the surveying 
of the coast; which was read a first time. 

The joint resolution authorizing the President to take the 
sense of the people on the subject of annexation was laid on 
the table. — 

The several bills relatirg to direct taxes were- referred to 
the committee of the whole house. 

The house resolved itselfinto a committee of the whole 
Mr. Branch in the chair. 

After having spent some time denim the committee rose 
and reported the several bills relative to direct taxation without 
amendmenis. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, they were referred to a select 
committee consisting of Mesers. Brach, Jones of Brazoria and 


Swift, with instructions to report on Monday next. 


The bill for the relief of Susannah Dickerson and others 
was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. srennan, it was amended so as to read 
“or until such time as she may marry: auopted. 

The joint resolution to establish a mail route from the seat 
of justice in Fannin county to Coffee’s Station: A motion was 
made to indefinitely postponed; lost. 

The resolution was then read a second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The joint resolution fixing à day for the adjournment of 
congress was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “Saturday the 5th inst.” 
were stricken out. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria offered the following substitute, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved That the house will receive no new business after 
Saturday next. 

The bill to charter the Brazoria and Galveston Rail Road 
Company was taken up. i 


Mr. Rusk moved to strike out all that part of the 1st sec- 


tion which constitutes certain named individuals “a body cor- 
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por ate,” &c. and to insert in lieu thereof, “a company be in- 
corporated” &c.; adopted. ^ 

On motion of Mt. Rusk, all the second sectión after the 
nord “iver,” where it first occurs, to the word “provided,” P was 
stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk: the th section was stricken c out. 
The 10th section was amended by striking out the. words “froni 
the village of Austinia, on the. Brazos;" the 15th section was 
amended by inserting “four years," instead of “iO years." l 

_Qn motion of Mr.. Boyd, the proviso ‘of the secoiid section 
was stricken out. “The bill was then referred to à select. com- 
mittee consisting of Messrs. Rusk, Jones of Brazoria, and Boyd. 

A message was then received from the senate, informing- 
the house thit thé senate had appointed Messis. Russel, Lester 
and Robinson on the coinmittee of conferrence, to take into con- 
sideration the disagreement of the two houses on the bill sup- 
plementary &c. granting lands to those who were in the’ battle 
of San Jacinto and other battles. — l 
"On motion, the house adjourned till to-mortow ae 9 


o'clock. 
Fripay Mornine, May li 1538; - 

"The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayerby the chaplain. -` 

Mr. Rusk presented tlie petitión of ‘Robert M. Williamson, 
agent of Benj. R. Milam’ deceased, which was: reféired to the 
committee on public lands. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred’ the 
communication from the treasurer, with accompanying docu- 
ments, returned the.same to the house, and recommended that 
five hundred copies be printed; adopted." 

` Mr. Gazley, from the committee to whom was referred the 
resolution of Samucl Hughes, reported the resolution without 
amendment, and recommended its passage, , - 

Mr. Burleson, from the sommittee to whom was referred 
the bill to define the boundaries of Gonzales and Bastrop, ' re- 
pores a substitute, which was adopted: . 

motion of. Mr. sjllingsly, the rule was suspended, tlie 
bill Bu a third time and passed. 

Mr. Sutherland from the committee, to whom was referréd 
the act to locate the permanent Seat of government, réported a 
substitute. 

Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
Mindy we as being truly engrossed. A 
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"Mr: Rowlett introduced a joint resolution for tlie benefit of | 


: Charles Quillin, which was read a first. fime. 


Mr. . Douglass introduced the’ following resolution, ' which 
was adopted: 

Reslar, That a committee of three be appointed to ex: 
amine the books and papers of the’ office of the treasurer, and 
report. upon the same- Moser Douglass, Baker, Jones of Bra- 
Zoria, were apointed. said committee, f : 

. Mr. Baker introduced ihe following Mens 
es, Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon the senate and inform them, that ihe house will be ready 
at three o’clock on Monday evening’ to gointo joint clection 
for public printer, and also to elect chief justices’ of counties to 
All vacancies “where ‘they have occurred. On the adoption of 
the resolution the ayes and rioes were called for, aud Messrs. Bà- 
ker Burleson, Billingsly,, Brennan, Boyd. ‘Douglass, Gazley, J Har- 
deman, Jones of Brazoria, Menifee, McKinny, Póntori, ‘Power, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift. Tliorriton and "Wyatt, —10 
voted iu the a affirmative: ahd’ Messrs. “Speaker, Gant, Hill, 
Linn, Patton, Pierpont and Walker---7 voted in the negative so 
the resolation was adopted.. ' 

Mr. Baker; from the joint Cómmitteé on printing, presented 
propositions from Messrs. Niles & Co. 

“Mr. Billii. gsly presented a | joint resolution for' viewing and 
marking out a road fróm"sóme point; on the Colorado River to 
Jonesborough on Red River, which was ‘read a first time. © > 

“Mr: Hill introduced the following: résolution, which was 
‘adopted: 

‘Resolved, ‘That'd committee be appointed to ‘wait on his 
_Excellency, the president, and réspectfully solicit’ his! Exeellen- 
£y to inform, this house whether’ or‘ not. hé intends to'sign the 
patents issued tinder thé provisions í of tlic sresent land Jaw. 

Messrs. Hill, Sutherland and Billingsly ‘were’ appéhitéd 


“said committee. ' 


- 


"The ‘bill for the ben jefit of Süsànbá ‘Dickinson ` and: "others, 
was read a second time; 
“Mr. Hardeman moved the indefinite postponiéthent of the 
bill; adopted. ... 
.. Mr. “Menifee, from the' committee to "wiititn was referred the 
“hill to eréate the county of Green, réported a substitute. 
The bil for tue benefit of P. Dimmitt was read a ‘third 
' timó end passed: . 
The hill granting boutity fails ‘te’ Hiosé ‘ho'¥etved ithe 
navy was read a third time. ` 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the rule was suspended 


in ordérto amend,” wet Born ds ED eS MI prt 
The bill was md by inserting the words DEE Ons $ 
the 13th June, 1837." ~ "OT ae T 


On the final passage of the bill, iene ayes ‘and -noes were 
called for, and Mesérs.’ Brenna, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Jones, 
of Austin, Jones, of Brazoria, Linn, Pierpont, Power, Thornton, 
and Wyatt, 11, votdd i in fhe-atlimíatives ‘and Méssrse Speaker, 
Brinch, Boyd; Hardenian, : Hill, :Menifes;- -McKinny; ‘Penton, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, and Swift, 11,: voted i in:the  tingativeoesDu. 
ing a tie^tlip bill was lost, - 

Thè joint résólutioh'éstablishing : a mail routs from the. seat 
of justice in Fannin coutity^to: Colfee’s Station on: Red River, 
was’ read‘ à thitd timè ->~ = 

The bill was-ther-put upon its final passago , aud the ayes 
and noes being call for, Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brennan, Boyd; Gazley, Grigsby, Hardeman, « Hill, „Jones, of 
Austin, Linn, Menifee, MeKinny, Pierpont: Ponton, Power, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland; Swift; and Thomtou 21, voted in 
the atfirmative; and Mr. Gant voted in the negative 7: 

. The bil to:amend'an act to pay the officers and soldiers ii in 
the army and navy; was takem up omits third reading. ~ 

"- Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to suspend. therale i in orderte 
amend; lost. - 
"he bill was then read a third time and "T 

The bill for the relief of H. R. W. Hill was read a second 
time. 

Mr. Gant moved to amend by inserting the words lecet 
ed by'the government in the fall of 1835;”- adapted. - 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed.. Z 

The bill for the relief of Henry Ashly and Peter Hines 
was read a second time.  . 

^ Mr. Hill- moved to strike out the amount of the whiskey ; 
lost. 

Jones, of Aastin, net to refer it " a ies: committee 
with instructions to divide the claims;'adopted.: :: > 

Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Grigsby: and McKinny were 
appòinted said committee. 

The resolution -forthe benfit of Chartes: Siam xen on 
motion of Mr. Rusk, indefinitely postponed. 

^ The bill for-the benefit'of Thomas A. Waitt and Augustus 
Mirels, ‘was read a second times . 

. On motion of Me: "Gant, $300.00 . Were stricken ontand 

200 aie inserted in lieu-theteof- 
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Qn motion of Mr. Patton, the claim of Mr. Waitt was 
stricken out. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that the senate had passed a bill supplementary to an act 
concerning. marriages; also an act providing for the punishment 
of offences in the depopulated counties; also that the senate had 
concurred in the passage of the joint resolution relative to claims 
of officers and soldiers ef the army. 
|». On motion, the house adjourned till 3 o'clock, p. m. 

I| grIDAY EVENING, THREE O'CLOCK. 

The house me pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill from the senate entitled an act providing for the 
punishment of offences i in depopuiaten counties, was read a first 
time. ~ E 

The bill from the senate entitled an act supplementary to 
an act concerning marriages, was read a first time. 

mr. Patton moved its reference. to the committec on the j ju- 


^ diciary; lost. 


A message was, received from the senate informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in the passage of the bill 
for the benefit of the volunteers under Col. Douglass; and that 
they had passed a bill providing for the payment ofthe interest 
on the funded debt; also a bill establishing the . county.of Gal- 
¥eston: 

The bill from the senate providing for the payment of the 
interest on the funded debt was read a first time. 

The bill from the senate io establish the county of Galves- 
ton, was read a first time, i 

The bill providing for issuing Jolis certificates for land 
scrip, was read a second time. 

: Mr. Gant offered a substitute, when the bill was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Douglass, referred to a select committee of three, 
‘consisting of Messrs. Douglass, Gant and Jones, of Austin. 

The bill for the permanent lecation of the seat of govern- 
ment was read a second time. : 

Mr. Douglass moved to refer it to a select committee ; lost. 

On motion of mr. Gant, the bill was amended so as to tead 
fand all vacant lands within 9 milesreserved,? 

Mr. Hardeman moved to fill the first blank with the name 
of “Austin,” The ayes and noes were called, for, and Messrs. 
Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Grigsby, Gant, ‘Hardeman, Jone s, 
of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Pontony Powe r,- 
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Sutherland, Swiít E Thorüton, 15, votéd iii the affirmative; 
and mestrs. Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Hill; 
ucKinny, Patton, Rowlett, Walker aud Wyattt, 1l, voted in the 
negaiive. 

On motion of mr. Sutherland, the second blank in the sec-. 
ond section was filled with the words “one fourth.” 

‘Mr. Gant moved to amend the third section só as to read 
“one half of the purchase money to be paid on “thie e of salé 
and the balance in six manths;” adopted. : 

` 'The'words “three copies? were dion ob 

On motion of mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the words «lithógraph- 
ed, and a copy to besent to each county,” were jhserted in lieu 
thercóf, 

On motion of wr. Jones, of Brazoria, it was amended SO as 
to read for a “uiversity.” 

Mr. Douglass moved to strike out “1840” and insert “1838? 
in lieu thereof; on the adoption of which the ayes and noes were 
called for, and messrs. Speaker, Douglass, Gant'and Rowlett, 4, 
voted-in the affirmative; and messrs. Baker; pürleson, sillingsly, 
Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, Of Bra- 
zoria, Linn, Menifee, mcKinny, Patten, Pierpont, Ponton,Power, 
Sutherland, Swift, Thornton and Wyatt, 21, voted ‘in the nega: 
tives. 

“On motion of mr. Gant, the words “tat the present seat of. 

government,” were stricken out. 
j mr. Jones, of nrazoria, moved to insert the words “twelve 
squares to be reserved;” adoptcd. ` 

mrs Hill moved to strike out the words temporairily,” i in 
the 6th section; lost. — 

Several other amendments were made ta the pus when it 
wag ordered to be engrossed. 2 

Ou motion of wr. Swift, the rule was suspended and the 
bill for incorporating the San Jacinto Navigation Company, 
was taken up. 

ur. Gant moved tó strike out the 6th section; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the bill was laid on the 
table. 

Phe bill supplementary to an act granting lands to those 
who were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles, was 
read a second time. 

On motion of: mr. Boyd, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr, noyd moved to suspend the rule and take up the bill 
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granting lands.te those who emigrated previous to the Ist day of 
August, 1336, and who, after that day, entéred the service; lost, 

. The joint resolution providing means. for a permanent sys- 
tem of Education, was read a second time. 

The blank.in the first section was filled with “ten ‘thousand 
acres," 

7 On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, the. bill was réferied to 
the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion, the house adjourned, till 9 o'clock. to-morrow 

SATURDAY Morning May 12,1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and: was opened 
with prayer by the chaplain. ` 

Mr. Swift presented a petition from sundry citizens of Jas- 
per, which was referred to.the committee on publiclandi. ^: 

Mr. Gazley presented a petition from J. W, ' Moore, which 
was referred to a select committee consisting of Messts. Gazley, 
Rusk and Branch. - 

Mr, Menifee, from. the committee on finance, to whom Were 
raferred the communication and sundry docünieüts from. thé se- 
cretary of the treasury made a lengthy. report touching the 
the various subjects embraced in the documents before them 
and recommended an appropriation tó, enable the President to 
provide means for suppressing smuggling, and for tlie more im- 
portant purpose of bring to deserved punishment persons engag- 
edin the importation of “africans contrary to the laws of the land. 
The committee also introduced and recommended the passage 
ofaresolution for the benefit of persons, therein named, which 
was read.a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, three hundred copies of so much 
of the secretary of the treasury’s s report as related td custom hou» 
ses were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the petition of John Talbot, reported a 
bill for his benefit; the committee had also under consideration 
the petition of John Huffman, and recommended that the pe 


. fitioner haye leaye to withdraw his papers; concurred in.. 


Mr. Branch, from the judiciary committec, to whom was 
referred the bill relating to letters of administration, an act ree 
lating to granting injunctions, 

A joint resolution appointing a board of land commissioners 
to investigate land titles, 

A joint resolution pointisg;out a mode of authenticating 


. deed sand others nstruments of Witing. UU 7 
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'À joint résolution for the government of the auditor in cer: 
tain cases; returned the papers to the house, and ‘asked ‘to be 
discharged from further corisidérdtion'óf'thésame. -~ 

Mr. Rowlett, ffin tha cominittes’on-enpolféd bill, report: 
ed sundry bills as being éorréctly engrossed. ^  " C 

Mr. Jones of Austin ititróddted ‘a’joint’ resolution provid- 
ing for the issuing certificates of head rights to the heirs ofthoae 
who fell utider Fannin and Travis, which was reid a first time; 

- Mi. Swift intródücéd ‘a ""billito provide for" the Tocátion of 
the seat of justice ih Jasper county.’ "Readà first time. :. 7 
‘Mr. Swift introduéed‘a billto extend the" time of holdin 
the district courts of the several counties therein named; which 
was read a first time. : : d 
(87! Mr. Risk, from the tominittee to whom was réferréd the 
bill'to ticorpordte the: Galvestót and "Brazorii Rail'R oad Com- 
pany, reported the. bill with an additional sectióu. © ,^ >- 

"Me, Branth from the comittee 'on the judiciaty; to*rhom 
‘was réferred the papers of Sandel Dexton, reported: a resolütion 
for his relief, which was read a first (ime. Sho ues XD uode 
“Mr. Rusk; from the special committee, to whom‘ was refer: 
red the'bill relative to: forfeited lands; arid lands ‘held by fraud. 

ulent titlesyreported abill which was read a first titfié: ^— ^ 
On motion of Mr. “Rusk, the rile was saspended, and the 


hee 


bill placed upon it&/seceud réddirig. mM 
Mr. Rusk offered an additional section, which was adopted. 
Ol motion; tbe blank in tlie 3rd‘ séction was filled’ with 20 
percent, 777 7 5 07 ' ate. ee 
' On motion of Mr. Rusk, the 5th section was amended so as 
to read “and thé procéedings: shall be the same: as if the land 
was situated in the county when tried. - _ AM 
"Mr: Gant moved to strike’ out all after-the enacting'clause, 
and insert a substitute in lieu thereof. The ayes and foes being 
called fory: Méssrs: Gant, Hardeman, ` Linn, ‘arid ‘Pierpont=--4 
voted in tlie affitmativez and Messrs.” Speaker, Baker; ‘Branch, 
Burleson Billingsly, Boyd, Brennan, Douglass; GazléyGtigsby, 
Hill, Jones, of Ausfin, ‘Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee;; McKinny, 
‘Patton,Poriton;"Risk, * Suthe#land, Rowlett; Swift, ‘Thornton, ' 
and W yatt—94, Voted" in theriegative. The -billwas:thén or- 
deréd' to beengrossed. > © ^ - QOEM. 
- Mr. Pierpont, from the'spectàl committee tó'svlóti wes ree 
ferred the petition of /William-G. Cooke; administrator of Henry 
L; Thompson, reportéd a billi'whieh Sras'read a first time, © 
-"Mri- Pierpont; from the-cémhüittee2ón Claims and"ácteuntk; 
to whom was referred the papers of Johu Garrett, reported that 
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the committee were unable to come to an agreement, and re- 
turned the papers to the house, F 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, to whom was referred the bill to 
provide for auditing claims incurred previous to the year 1837, 
reported unfavorable to the passage of the bill. RS 
On the concurrence of the house in the report, the ayes 
and noes were called for, aud m 
." Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Billingsly, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, 
Hill Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, McKinny, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Thornton and W yatt—14, voted in the affirmative; and - 
, . Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Brennan, Douglass, Gant, Har- 
deman, dones of Austin, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, 
Sutherland, and Swifty--15, voted in the negative. vd 
. , Mr. Branch, from the special committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill to amend.an act establishing a general land office; 
etc., reported a substitute, l | 
Mr. Rusk presented a petition from McDonald & .Arnold; 
which was referred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. 
Rusk, Gaziey and Menifee. ^ .- |, a ae re 
On, motion of Mr. Branch, the vote on the final passage of 
the bill granting bounty lands to those who served in the navy, 
was re-considered. du Cu 
Mr. Jack, from the special committee to whom was referred 
the bill relative to tho time of holding courts, reported a sub- 
stitutes, NC E 
. Mr, Jones, of Brazoria; presented a petition from Jesse 
Brown, and others: which was referred to the committee on na- 
val affairs, NM E : 
Mr. Lian presented the claim of Wm. Langingham; which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. " 
Mr. Power obiained leave of absence for the remainder of 
the sessio ne é M tt ge Go E 
: The bill for the benefit of H. R. W. Hill, was taken up. 
Mr. Branch moved the further consideration of the bill be 


. 


postponed; adopted. Rz ss 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
house that the Senate concurs in the amendments of the bill 
providing for the location of certain land scrip, and for redeem- 
ing the same; and thai the Senate disagrees in the amendments 
of the house to the bill entitled “an act to amend.an act to pay 
ofncers and soldiers of the army and navy," approved Dec. l4, 
1837; and also, that they had made amendments thereto, etci 


4 
Passed the bill from the house providing for the settlement of 
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benefit of Aaron Calvin. ASIE 
The jolut resolution for the benefit of Aaron Calvin, was 
read a first time. |. , |... p T n 
The bill to provide for the permanent location of the seat 
of government, was taken up on its third reading. a 
Mr. Rusk moved the suspension of the ‘rule in order to a- 
mend; the ayes and noes were called. for, and . p 
Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Boyds, Douglass, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, ycKigny, Bierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Swift 
and. Wyatt, 14, voted in the atr matize; and "C es 
Messrs. Raker, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Gazley, Grigs- 
by, Gant, Hardeman, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Patton, 
Ponton, Sutherland, and; Thornton, 15, voted iu the. negative. 
Theu bill was then read a third, time, apd put upon. Ms final 
passage The ayes and noes, were called ier and. ..— 
Messrs: Baker, Burleson, Aillingaly, Bren, n Gprley, Grigs- 
hy. Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Rusk,Row- 
lett, Sutherland, Swift,. ‘Phornton, acd MA 
oy 


:d Wyatt, 23,,voled in the 
affirmative; and Messrs. Speaker, Branch, i Douglas Jack, 


. and Pierpont, 6, voted ia the negative. -So the bill passed. 


r. Jones, of Brazoria, from.the. special committee to 
whom was referred the bill for the benefit of Henry Ashby and 
Pcter Hines, with instructions to divide: the eng; repogted two 
several bills for the benefit of Heary Ashby and Peter Hines. 

The bill to amend an act to pay. the officers and soldiers of 
ihe army and navy, was taken up. eor NP 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the house insists upon its amend- 
ments, and request a committec of conference. . . ] , 

. ‘The bill to provide for the settlement of deceased soldiers’ 
estates, as amended by. the Senate,- was. taken up, and, on mo- 
tion, the amendments were, concurred Ine `, . - 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, presented a claim of McLino Bracy; 


Which was referred to the committee on the judiciaty.. 


The bill for. the benefit of Augystas Mirels was read a third 
time and passed. TE ETNE T 
Mr. Rusk presented a petition from John H. Hide, junior; 
which was referred to the committee on public lands. 
g o 
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A communication was received from Francis R. Lubbock, 


. ageht, etc. 
The bill regulating the time of holding courts, was taken ` 


up on its second reading. - ; 
Mr. Jack offered a substitute for all relative to the third 


judicial district: when the bill was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill creating the county of Green was taken up on its second 
reading. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to amend, by altering the boundaries; 
lost. 

The bill was then referred to a select committe, consisting 


of Messrs. Billingsly, Burlezón, and’ Sutherland. 


À message was received from the Senate, informing the 


house that the Senate had amehded and passed the bill (from 


the house) to provide for raising one company of volunteers from 


each batallion; and that they: had concurred in the passage’ of 


the bill creating the county of Colon, and also that they had a- 
mended and passed the bill for the benefit of Sydney Sherman. 

Mr.. Linn introduced a bill to repeal part of the law incor- 
porating the town of Viciotia: which was read a first time, and - 


` referred to a sclect comm.ttee consisting of Messrs. Linn; Baker 


and Patton. 

The bill to create the county of 
its second reading. < 

On motion of Mr. Wyait, the blank was filled with Travis, 
" Wyatt offered an amendment relative to the time of 


; was taken up on 


holding courts;—adopted. 

The bill was then read a second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The bill to establish the county of Galveston was read a 


. second time. / 


On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the house adjourned 
till three o'clock, P. m. 
`: SATURDAY, 2 o'clock P. M3 
-, "Phe house met pursuant to adjournment. 

- On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended and the 
bill to establish the county of Galveston was taken up, read a 
third time, and passed. 

The amendments made by the Senate to the resolution for 
the benefit of Sidney Sherman. | : 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee on military affairs to whom 
was referred the petition of S, M. Blair, returned the same to 
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the house, as a general law’had been passed on that subject. - 

An act supplementary to an act establishing a general land 
office, was taken up. e 

On motion of-Mr. Billingsly, the 6th section was amended 
so as to read: ninety days from.the time returns are made b 
the clerks of the different-boards.to the general land office, — 
Adopted. E 

"M . Baker offered an additional section ;—1ost. 

Air. Menifee offered an additional] section requiring the com- 
missioner general to furnish owners with certified copies of their 
titles;—adopted. 


Mr. Rusk offered an.additional section establishing the 
rates to be paid on-exch labor:—adoptedd. ' IUE 

- Mr. Boyd offered several amendments, granting head rights 
to those. who came after the Declaration of Independence: and 


contributed money. to the süpport of the war, and for the -con- 


tinuation of grants as head rights to emigrants:—all of srhich ` 


were lost. ; 24 
‘Mr. Gant offered an amendment: granting lands to all emi- 
grants who arrived in-the country . previous. to: the first day of 
January, 1838. . |; 
‘Mr. Rusk moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
the words 1838, and inserting 1840 in lieu thercof; on the adop- 
tion of which the ayes and noes were called for, and 
- Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gant 


Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Swilt, and ` 


Wyatt, 12, voted in the affirmative; and ` 
- Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Gazley, Hardeman, Hill, 

Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee,. MeKinny, Patton, Panton, 

Sutherland, and Thornton, 14, voted in the negative. 


Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, offered an additional section, fixing - 


the time when applications for head rights shall cease tto. be 
made: which after being amended, on motion.of ur. Rusk, so as 
to read, nothing herein contained shall prejudice the claims:of. 
heirs or minors: was adopted. xs 

` The bill was then ordered to be engrossed: for. a: third read- 
my. . j E i 
: A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
house that the Senate had passed a- bill granting a pension to 
Mary Millsaps and family; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk presented a. petition from Thomas H. Luckett 

and one from Samuel Sexton; which was referred to the;com-: 
mittee on: public lands. sata T , 
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On motion, the ‘house adjourned’ till Monda y morning, ten 
o'clock. : 

--Ménpav Mornine, l4rn May, 1838, | 
"The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was open- 
ed with prayer by the chaplain. — . 

Preseni-—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billings: 
ly, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman,. Hill, 
Jones of Austin; Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin,. Menifee, 
McKinny, Patton, Pierpont; Ponton; Rusk, Rowlett; Sutherland, 
Swift and Thornton.’ . - 

Mr. Gant moved that the clerk be requested to: correct the 
journal ‘of Saturday, by spreading ‘thereon the substitute propos- 
ed by him to the bill rclstive to forfeited lands. 

On which motion the ayes-and noes were called for, and 
Messrs. Branch, Brennan; Gazley, Gant; Jack; Lina, Pierpont, 
Ponton, and Swift, 9, voted in the affirmative; | and. 

Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson; Billingsly; Douglass, 
Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Rusk; Rowlett, Suther- 
land, and Thornton, 18;.voted in the negative. So the motion 
Was not carried. 

Mr. Branch, from the judiciary committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of McLinn Bracy,administrator, etc., report: 
ed that the laws:-already provide ‘for such cases, and returned 
ihe papers to the house. l 

Mr. Sutherland, from .the committee on public lands, to 
whom was referred the petition of J. M. W. Hall’s company; 
and others, and William H. Taylor, returned the papers to the 
house, ahd asked to be discharged: from the same. 

Mr. Gazley, from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of John W. Moore, reported a.joint resolution for his 

enefit, which was read a first time. , 

A communication was received from: George F isher, pre. 
senting to-the Hon. Speaker and: House of Representatives a 
copy o! "the “El Correo Atlantico." : 

Mr. Sutherland, from the committee on public laiids, to 
whom was referred the petition of Robert M. Williamson, agent 
of Benjamin: R. Milam, reported a joint resolution for his bene- 
fit: which was read a. first time; 

The joiut resolution for-the benefit of Samuel Huglies, was 

read a third time, and the: ayes’ and noés being called for -on its 
final passage: 

Messrs. Branch, Breunan, Gazley,: Grigsby,  Hardemans 


n 


þinn, Pierpont; Sutherland; "Thornton; and. Wyatt, 19 voted i in 
the affirmative; and.. ~~ © 

Messrs: Speaker, Burleson, Billingsi y, Boyd, Dongas, Gant, 
Hill; Jones of Austin, Jack, Lumpkin; Menifee, McKinny, Pat- 
ton, Ponton; and Swiít,.15, voted in the negative. 

. So the resolütion was. Jost. . 

. À message was. reccived from the; Senate; iiforming: the 
house that the Senate had passed à joint resolution for the bene- 
fit of John Murry; and tiat, the Sedate had concurred in the 
passage of a bill for the benefit. of George Sutherland; also in 
the passage of a bill for the benefit of F. Nebling; and had con- 
curred in the passage ofa joint resolution for th: - benefit of Ju 
W. Fannin’s-heirs,-arid that the Senate.had- amended and- pass- 
ed the bill relative to thezabatementsuits; . 

. M; Rowlett.-from the committec on engrosied bills.fepor t-. 
ed sundry bills as-being correctly engrossed. :: . 

The ame: dment made by the senate to the. bill tb provide 
for'tke raising of one company of volunteers from.each bataliion: 
was cohcurred in; 

The bill entitled “an act supplementary to an act éutitled 
an act to. reduce into one act; and amend the several acts‘ relat- 
ing to the establishment of a general land p was taken. up 
oñ its third reading. E - l 

Mr. Menifee moved tosuspend the vale’ in order to nena j 
ádopted. — : 

-Oa motion:of Mri- Menifee the a ords 4 stas contemplated by | 
this act”? weré added; ^: - - 

«On motion ef: Mr. Gant; the word, “May ?' was stricken 
out, and-the words “2nd day of. May” inserted in lieu thereof 

Mr. Brennan moved. to strike out as much as- required ap- 
plieations for head: rights) in the first class to cease on a SERIE 
day; lost: 

m Mr. Patton moved to strike out the —" fixing nies for 
applications for head rights:in both classes io ccase;- Jost. 

Mr, Linn offered an additional section; lost. 
Mr. Jones of Brazoria offered. a proviso to: the last section: 
adopted: 

On-the passage. of the: bill; the ayes andnoes were 2 éalled for, 
and Mesers. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd; Gaz- 
ley; Grigsby, Gant; Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazorta,’Linn, 
Menifee, McKiuny, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland Hill, 
wift,—19. voted in the aflirmative; and Messrs. Brennan; ‘Swift, 
Jack, Lumpkin, inb Thornton, and Tos ‘voted in tbe 
negntive. 
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-Mr.- Branch. from the select: committee to whom was ‘refer- 
red the several bills amendatory of an act to raise a revenue by 
direct taxation, reported a,bill which was read a second time. 

‘On motion. of ur. "Branch, the-6th section was stricken out, 

On motion of.mr. xenifee; the following was added to the 
property to-be taxed: horses -ovet two, mules: over two;'neat 
cattle over 25 in. number, clocks, watches, and pleasuré car- 
riages; on the adoption of which amendment, the ayes and noes 
were called for, and Messrs. Speaker, .pillingsly, Boyd Douglass, 
Gazley, Grigsby,- Hardeman, Jones of Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, Patton, Pierpont Ponten and Rowlett, 16 ‘voted in: the 
affirmative, and Branch, Gant, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Suther- - 
land. and "Phornton voled í in the voled in tho negative. ` 

Mr. Jones of Austin, moved: to .add the words ahd- every 
other species .of property: the ayes and noes were calléd for 
and messrs. Grigsby, Hardeman, Jones of Austin, Linn, J ack, 
menifee, Patton, Rowlett, Thornton and Wyatt--10 voted in 
the affirmative; and Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Billingsly, soyd, 
Gazley, Gant, "Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Pierpont : Patton, ` 
Sutherland. and Swift---13 voted in the negative. 

. Onmotion of ur. Gant, town and city lots were made tax 
able. property. 

Mr. Jack moved the indefinite postponement of the bill;. 
the ayes-and hoes being called for; and. Messrs. Brennan, Grigs- 
by, Jones of Austin, Jack, , Patton, Thornton ‘and Wyatt—8 
voted in. the affirmative; and Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Billings- 
ly, Boyd, Douglass, Gant, Hardeman, Jones, of. Brazoria, Lion 
Lumpkin, Menifee, «cKinny, Pierpont; Ponton Sutherland, and 
Swift, 17.voted in the anegative. 

_ On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, one hundred copies: were 
ordered to.be printed. 
On motion of Mr. Douglass, the house eo till 3 
o'clock P. m. 
TAREE OCLOCK P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

. Amessage was.received from. the senate informing the 
house that the senate were ready to meet the housc, and go in- 
to joint. elections for. public printer and chief justices of counties 
where. vacancies had.occurred.. : 

Messrs. Swift, Brennan and Wyatt were appointed .&.com- 
mittee,.to-wait on the senate and inform them that the house 
wasready to receive them. . 


Tthe senate, condücted. ir their přesident; entored the. hall, 
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and the two houses: being united, they : Preceded: first to the 
electioii, of a public printer, ^ > z 
^ Mr. Robertson nominated Cocke.and Simmons. 
-Mr. Everett. nominated: Niles:& Co; |. 
Mr. Gant nominated Cruger & Moore. 
The vote was then taken as follows; 


For. Messrs. Cocke and Simmons 10,. 
For « Niles & Co. ©; - . 17, 
For * Gruger & Moore, . -L0, 


None having a- majority. of all the votes given; they. were 
agait taken as follows; ^  .. 
Cocke and Simmon . 16, . 
‘Niles & Co, `> -> IS, 
Cruger & Moore, . 8, 
. No one having a majority, and. Messrs. Crager &. Moore 
bang withdrawn,- the vote: was taken a ins time, and stood 
For Niles & Co, . ; ^ 
For Cocke, & Simmons... - 15. 
-Messrs. Niles & Co. having a- majority of all the: votes div- 
en, was:declared duly elected: public. printer. The two. heuses 
proceeded to the election of chief justices of counties t to fill va- 
cancies where they occurred. ^ > 
For the county of. Colorado, Williamson Daniel. p was lect- 
ed chief justice.. 
John H. Money: was elected chief j justice of Austin. county. 
On motion, the house agreed to go inte elections to fill ya- 
cancies that had occurred -under the land law.. 
: Reason Burns was duly: elected clerk of the board of land 
commissioners for Colorado county. . 
. Martin Lawler‘ was duly elected President? of the board of | 
land commissioners for the county o? Refugio. 
— The following message was transmitted from the President 
by Mr. Hoyle, his: private secretary, 
EXECUTIVE Derarruenr: (Texas. 
To the honorable Congress: - 

GeytLewen:—I return to you the act to define and limit 
the issue of promissory notes, with the. following reasons for dis- 
approving the same; 
| Experience has shown that with the limited amount. of this 
species of paper heretofore in: “circulation, it has been impossi- 
ble to sustain-its value, or.avoid.greater depreciation, 

As a currency it. has no basis to rest upon but the demand 
jor its use. — : : 
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It is not the representation of- money, and does not. puryort 
to be s^ on its face; and yct it. was designed in its origin, and 
is still intended, to possess that charavier, and to perigrm the 
office of a ciculatiue medium, a distinguished from’ the other 
paper of the government. - 2 

When the first issue reached New Or'eans, last autumn, it 
was passed at a slight discount; but as the quantity increased in 
ihe market, the depreciation increased until the value of the pa- 
per was reduced to fifty cents on the dollar, The reason is ob- 
vious. It was not available in business transactions, except for 
those persons whose relations with ‘Texas enable them to use it. 

The merchants of that city could not send it abroad, and 
its circulation. was linited to the Texas demand. | 

If Texas had no business transactions beyond her own bor- 
ders; she could be self-existent and independent of all the world; 
any representation she chose to put, forth, as a circulating me- 
dium, which was acceptable to her citizens, would be, well and 
one thing equal with.another. ' But the operations of commerce 
and the reciprocity of exchanges have created. relations of de- 
pendence between nations as strong ane: necessary as exist be- 
tween individuals of the same country. . 

It is impossible for any a and especially one sit- ` 
uatedlike ours, to place its currency beyond the influence of 
their relations. They must be consulted, and will always 
regulate to a great.extent the value of any creeni y; ASe! the © 
precious metals, both at home and abroad. - 

1t seems to me the congress have lost sight of the great ob- 
ject for which this particular species of paper was created. 

If the only object of the country was now to pay olf those 
having claims against the government, and the holders of these 
claims weré anxious to réccive government paper in payment, 
Ican see no good reason why we should not discharge the 
whole public debt at once, except the trouble of issueing the 

aper. 

: That it would be futile and a useless expenditure of labor 
is obvious to all; The form of the transaction, only, would be 
changed, the debt would still remain against the Md 
and the creditor still hold nothing but its promises. 

But the treasury notes are designed (o serve a purpose en- 
lirely different, equally important, and connected with the in- 
terests of ill classes of the community. When the currency was 
projected, both the government and the country were without 
resources. 
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. . National existence and freedom adie mperishable dios had 
been achieved, bui the strvggle had {eft us destifüté ahd naked. 
There were no banks! there was nó money! otr lands could 
not be'sold, and the public credit was of doubtful character. ` 

` To avoid the ábsolute dissólution of the government, it be- 
came necessary to resort: to some cxpédicnt that might furnish 
temporary relief. This could only be affectledly creating. a cur- 
rency that should command some degree of credit abroad. 

It was hoped and believed, that if «small issue of govern- 
ment paper was made with specific means óf redemption 'pointed 
oat, which appeared tò be: ample and. well guaranteed, and the 
government should evince a: prüdent aid discrect judgment i in 
its ma nagement, i it would command such articles in the market 
of the United States as were indispensable to the country. 

The result has justified this expectation; but it has been ef- 
fected under sacrifices that have. ‘borne heavily upon individu- 
als and the country. 

‘The mischief ‘of a depreciated currency: is not confined to 
first hands, or those who are compelled to make.the first re- 
demption. It enters into the valuation of. property and the pri- 
ces.of all articles of trafic in-ali hands, 

"An artificiil, fictitious and exorbitant tariff of prices suc- 
ceeds; while all who buy müst pay, às well the planter, tbe ar- 
lisan, and the laborer, as those, who are paid directly from ‘the 
government, . ` 

In this respect, the appreciation “of the currency of the 
country differs essentially ‘from that of the paper of a bank, or 
any individual, or the ordinary scrip of the government. Owing 
to the depreciated character-of our currency, qualified as it has 

een, the prices of merchandize in Texas, are from one to two 
hundred per cent. higher than in the United States of the 
North, or Mexico, or probably any other country. While. the 
claims of the government are 3o wcll distributed as at present, 
the oppression of those exorbitant prices is not so sensibly felt, 
but'this resource will soon be ex xhausted..- 

The credit of the éürrency, in foreign ‘markets, owing to its 
peculiar charactéf, will not' be essentially iin proved y he ab- 
ae of -hese claims; and our pcople eil thé be left with 

the high prices of the present, times and without their. present 
means ; to mect them. 


The LUE wil! hare its issuas with the interest suspéti- 


ded, and'its other expenses to meet; and a people exhausted &nd 
bare of. ea to answer its designs. - "hat 
"uy 3 
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JF the- present currency is much further depreciated, it ia 


-mòre than probable our own citizens, who are, creditors will 
‘Fefuse to receive, it in payment of, their debts. The tribunals 


will.be invoked to enforce thcir demaüds, and the system which 
makes the rich richer, and the, poor poorer, will then be iound in 
successful Operationn . ss ' 

" “That the increased fine proposed by the present bill will 
have the effect of depreciating still further the value of the ‘pa- 
pers no reasonable mind can doubt, l 
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The government will never be.able, by all the issues it can 
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"make, to-satisly ihe, demands of private speculation and, intercst. 


. "The vast issue of of alt the ‘oanks of ihe United States in 
their most extended condition failed to attain its object. - 

The démands of individuals for money in that country were 
neyer more, zealously and, vigorously pressed than at that period. 
For this government now to aticmpt this object; is; to disregard 
alike the lessons of experience and the dictates of cominoii sense; 

"The issues under the former law Have been made. gradually 
and sparingly, in order to make the demand for them operate 
most efficiently in sustaining the credit... _ 

There-has-not probably béen in circulation, at any time, 
more than half à million of dollars. The present bill requires 
the Secretary of the Treasury, to increase the issuc to.a million. 


"No time or discretion is allowed to that officer. 


The circulation of the coüntry is to be doubled in as little 
time as is required to issue the paper. REO 
_ Those who first recciye the paper from the govérhiment may, 
‘perhaps, succeed in passing it off without loss, but who cat ex- 
pect that subsequent holders, the less wary and less enterprising, 
will escape as well. . M MC D 
^id cuiu - AUN NE ae eee i "3 AE 
Increased depreciation is inevitablé, and the whole coun- 
ity is to be influcted with all the evils of a depreciated cürreücy 
for the accommodation of individuals, to the extent of three Kin- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. — EN 
The action of Congress upon the subject, ‘although the in- 
creased issue is comparatively small,-can scarcely fail to weaken 
public confidence':in the premises, and the stability of their 
policy. ddr QE 
7^ "it the fáce'of former experience and ‘facts 1o0tdrious to all, 
they yi: ld to the demands made upon them. by particufar ahd 


individual] interests at the present time, what must be Tooked ior 


ju the future? " vee u E 
When the Treasury nétes were issued, it was not designed 
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to pay off the public creditors with them. It was known to all, 
the country was not in a condition" to disdharge its public debt: 
it was not expdcted. - $ 44 oo ie o 
. thas approxinated nearer to it than any. other new gov- 

»ninent has ever done, in the same period. of. time... ` What 
causes of complaint is there then? If our own: citizens will not- 
zive a brief éredit to the government, can we expect foreigners: 
to lend us theirs? - ; d M 

Shalt the frail currency we have be protracted—the- public. 
faith violated by the incapacity: of the government to meet prior. 
sigagements, and accumulatéd evils inficted on the. country, tg. 
satisfy ‘the éagernéss and impatience of individuals? ! . 5 

. The amount authorized by the-Congress at its former ses- 

on re-is-ued, as received into the treasury, is in my judgment 
as much us the operations of trade and the credit of the country: 
can sustain. SEP IE E Vom bm eue r 

: By the act to'sustain the:curretricy of the country, passed in. 
December last, nothing but gold, and ‘silver, or the- promissory 
nates of the government, can be received in. payment of duties. 
on goods imported, or other dues of the government. i 

These sources of demands, with such amounts as will nas 
turally bé paid in this species of paper in the collection of direct 
tax, cannot fail to return to the treasury a sum more than sali- 
cient to meet every disbursement and appropriation contempla- 
ted by the bill. ; DERE 

A. little investigation will:satisfy the Congress of this fact. 
If they shoald now sustain steadily the policy heretofore adopt- 
ed, and issue. only the-amounts received into the..treasury, ne 
shock would be given.to.the credit this paper has already ac- 
quired either at home or:abroad; but on the contrary, a large ad- 
dition of confidence and credit would be secured, and the de- 
mand for its use would, it is firmly believed, within thirty. days 
after the termination of the present session of Congress, place it 
at par throughout the Republic and in thecity of New-Orleans. 
We should.then have a currency. equivalent.to gold and silver, 
and instead of paying two or three dollars for the valùe of one, 
in the prices of merchandize.and articles of commerce, all clas- 
ses of the community-would receive au eqnivalent for the moazy 
they paid. AE | 


te 


The present amount of circulation when raised to this char- ` 


acter will be worth more te the community, and would form a 
medium for the transaction of a larger amount-of business, than 
the issue of a million, depreciated as this-paper has been. 
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It would have afforded me great pleasure to have co-oper- 
ated w.th the Congress in a measure of this kind. 

At is perhaps competent, forthe congress, by combining a 
majority of two-thirds of both houses, to assume the entire con- 
trol of the financial department of the government, and carry 
other measures of public policy not involving the immediate ac- 
tion of the Execttive. The fact of delegating the power to 
the secretary of the Treasury, without even recognizing the cx- 
isterice of the Executive, though a co-ordinate, department of 
government, in this instance at once assumes the fect that he is 
not essential to the existence of the contemplated administra- 


_ tion of the Jaws and constitution. 


The Executive derives a substantive existance from the 
constitution, as much as the congréss and judiciary does; and 
may exist without a cabinet, but a cabinet cannot exist without 
an Executive. The cabinet is called into existence, by the Pre- 
sident under the laws, and ratified by the Senate under the 
constitution. - Thence it is placed under the contrel of the Pre- 
sident, who is responsible to the country for the conduct of its” 
members. p : ] 

' "The.constitution, however, contemplates the existence of 
three departments in the government, among which its general 
powers are distributed. ec 

When any one of these co-ordinate departments assumes 
to itself, constitutionally or otherwise, the entire control, and 
becomes the sole‘power of the goverumeng in reference to any 
giver: measure, common justice to the others requires it should 
take also the entire responsibility of its administration. - - 

' To this extentis the form and effect of the present bill.— 
Fully persuaded, as I am, that its administration cannot be sa- 
lutary—that there is no just ground of complaint against thc go- 
vernment on the part of its creditors, and evén if there was, 
that the disappointment of individual expectation and private 
interest is a small evil, compared with that which threatens the 
whole country under the operation of the bill presented, | re- 
turn it to you, gentlemen, without my signatures . - . 

iN SAM, HOUSTON. 

City of Houston, 12th May, 1838. ; 

The bill to -define and limit the issue of promissory notes, 
having been returned, by the President without his signature, 
was re-considered, and the question being put, “shall the bill 
pass?” Messrs, Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly;. 
Brennan, Douglass, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Austin, 
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Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Pierpéit, Rowlett, ` Su- 
therland, Swift, and Wyatt, 24, voted in the affirmative; and 

Messrs. Boyd, AT , Jac ks Puto and E Ponton, 5, voted i in. 
ihe negatiye. 

So the bill Spaced ei the constitutional majority. ; 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the house adjaurned till 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Turspay Mornine, 15th May, 1838. . 
he house met pursuant to adjourüment,. and was opened 
with prayer by the Chaplain. 

. Present—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Builéson, Bil- 
lingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, "Hardeman, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Joacs of Brazoria, Linn, Lunipkin, Menifee, 
McKiany, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Swilt, and Wyatt. à 

` Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on engrossed bilis, report- 
ed sundry bills as being correctly engrossed, : 

Mr. Swift, from the committee oa ‘iuternal improvements, 


to whom was referred the petition of the citizens of Columbia, ^ 


reported a bill incorporating the Columbia Kail Road Company, 
which was read a first time. : 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the committee an forciga re- 
lations, to hoi was referred the several documents relative to 
the difficulties in rel.tion to the boundary line between this go- 
vernment and that of the United States, , reported a joint reso- 
lution, which was read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, 500. copies“. f the report and 
resolution was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Baker, (rom the committee on carolled bills, reported 
the following bills correctly enrolled: 

' A joint resolution appropriating. five hundred dollars for 
purchasing a set of artronomical instruments. 

An act.to.authorize the President to negotiate a loan, on 
the bonds of the government, not exceeding five millions of dol- 
lars.. l 

A joint resolution for the benefit of Sidney Siberian: 

_A joint resolution for the benefit of Captains Ly neh and | 
Ross's companies; and 


A joint resolution relative to the claims of officers and sol: .. 


diers of the army. j 
The amendments made by the Senate. to the bill respect- 
g the abatement of suits, were, 
Ei On motion of Mr. Hardeman, concurréd i in, 
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The bill, from the Senate, establishing a mail, route from 
xalveston lo Matagorda, was read a first time. 

. The bill, from the Senate, entitled an act appointing pilots, 
ras read a first time. — 07-7 

The bill, from the Senate, s for the payment of 
he interest.ón the funded debt, was read a second time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was amended by adding an 
-dditional section, providing for the payment of interest on all 
ther debts that bear interest. 

Ow motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was Spispenged, the bill 
ead a third time, and passed. ` 

.. Mr. Boyd, from the committee to viai was referred. the 

;etition of the grand jury:;ánd others of Sabine county, 'and -also 
he. bill relative to the drawing of juries, reported a substitute, 
:ntitled an act to repeal ` a part of an act therein named: which 
vas read a. second time. 

On motion of Mr." Rusk, the rule was suspended, the bill ] 

‘ead a third time, and passed. ` 

Mr. Swift moved a suspension ofthe rule;and that the bill 

:hartering the San Jacinto Navigation Company be taken up: 


` which motion was lost. 


On motion of Mr. Menifee, the rule prohibiting the intro- 
duction of new business was suspended. -and a joint" resolution 
was introduced for the benefit of Robert Hodge: which was 
read a first time. 

The rule was farther suspended, and the ou read a second 
time. f 

- On motion of Mr. Menifee, Mr. Samuel M. Williams was 
invited within the bar of the house to state concerning the mat- 
ter. 

Mr. Gazley moved that the witness be sworn ;—lost< 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the rule was further quepenees 
the bill read a third time, and passed. 

The Joint resolution, from the Senate, Don the relief of J no, 
Murry, was read a first time. 

The bill providing.for the punishment of offences in the 
depopulated counties, was read a second time. 

The bill granting a pension to Mary 'Milsaps and family, 
was read a second time. ; 

The bill supplementary to an act concerning nee 
was read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gant, referred to a select commie " 
three consisting of Messrs. Gant, Jack, and Patton.. 
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The joint resolution for the benefit of Aaron Calville, was 
reid a second timè. -> 

The bil] crititled an, act to provide for the, return and. dispó: 
‘sal of lands held by fraudulent titles, was read a tHird fime. , 

Mr. Gant moved its postponement till the first ‘day of No- 

vember next;—lost. 
* — Onthe final passage of the ‘Bill, Messrs. Speaker, Brennan, 
Douglass, Gatley, Hardeman, Jonés of Austin, ‘Lumpking Meni- 
fee, Patton, Ponton, Rusk, and Sutherland—12, voted in the 
afflirmative;and  . 

. “Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones 
of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, MeKinsy, Pierpont, Rowlett, & Swift, 
13, voted in the negative;—sb ‘the "bill was loste- 

A bill for the relief of John Garrett, was read’ a third time, 
and, on motion of Mr. P Patton, indefinitely postponei.. 

Mr. Rusk obtained leave and recorded his vote in favor of 
the passage of the bill to provide for the return aud disposal of 
lands held- by fraudulent titles: and,. 

' On motion of Mr. Branch, the vote on the final passage | of 
said bill was ré-considerud. 

Mr. Patton, from the Select committee to whom was refer- 


> 


red the bill to provide for the issuing of change bills by individ- - 


dials, returned the süme to the house, as the committee cannot. 


ALUTEC. l 


The bill creating the county of Tr avis, was read a third. 


time, and placed: upon its final passáge. . j 

Mr. Rowlett calleu for.the ayes and noes, and ^. > 

Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Billinesly, Brennan, Douglass; 
Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift, and Wyait—17; 
voted in the affirmative; aud 

“ Messrs. Baker, Branch, Gant, Jones of Biaoria, atid Linn 
—b, voted in the negative ;—so the bill passed; ~ 


The bill for the relief of Philip Dimmit, was read à third 


‘time and passed. 
. Mr. Patton moved to suspend ‘the rule, and take up the bill 
for the benefit of Captain Alexander Henty Pls | 
_ The bill for the benefit of Peter Hines, w was taken up. 
The substitute proposed by the committee was adopted and 
read a second time. 


On mation of Mr. Jones; of Brazoria, thé words “160 gnl- 


ions whiskey," were stricken puis and -the word “property” ana 
serted in lieu thereof, ` 


Lj 


a e - 
" me 
QT 


n 
>“ xau 


corta aye mer wy 


po ——— € 
E 


b 


- 188 

The bill was then adera to be e ngrossed. | 

"Phe bill, reported by ‘the select comiitice, for the benefit 
of Henry Ashby, was read a second time. | 

- Mr: Branch moved the indefinite ‘postporienient of the bill 

lost. It was then ordered to Be engrossed. - 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the Tulé was Ro pal ded; dnd the 
joint resolution for the benefit of Robert M." Williamson, was td- 
ken up on itssecond reading. ` i 


On motion of Mr. P Patton," the house adjourned till. three 
0 "clock, P. M. 


LI 


|J THREE O'ciock, POM. 
The ‘house rhet pursuant to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Jack; the j° * resolution for the’ benefit 
of Robert m. Williamson, agent, elc., Was ordered to be engros- 
sed for a-third reading. 


The bill to provide for the return and’ disposal: of landscheld 
by fraudulent titles, was laid on the fable. 

A message wal received frym the schate, informing ` the 
house that the senate had‘ concurred in ihe adoptiod: of the 
amendments to the bill to provide for the payment of the inter- - 
est on the funded debt; also, that the senate had concurred it 
the passage of the resolution to establish a mail route from the 
seat of justice in Fannin county to Coffee’s station, and that they 
had amende. and ‘passed the following bills from the hodsei - 

A bill to organize the militia. | 

A bill for thé Felief of persons therein amed. ` i 

A bill to provide for the renewal of audited diafts whéh 
lost. And also that the gendté had passed a bill providing for 
the distribution of the militia law, and 


An act supplementary to ah act to raise à public Feventic 


x 


by impost duties. 


Mr. Pierpont, from the somites on claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the pétition of Wm. A. Heard, reported : a 


. bill for his benefit, which was read a a first time. 


The house concurred in the adoption of the: amendments 
made by the senate to the following. bills. 

A bill to organize the militia. . 

An act to renew audited drafts when lost, and 

A bill for the henefit of persóns therein named; 

Tae hill from the senate entitl d “an act supplementary to 
an act £o raise a pubic reyenuc by impost duties Vas-read W iirst 
time. 


The bill from the senate ‘providing for the distribution of 
the militia laws, was read 2 Grst times i x 
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The bill to provide for the issuing of change s was reap 
a second times BL CM d RM AL 

Mr. Boyd moved to lee the bill on the table; e 

On motion òf Mr.. Douglass, thé "rule was: ‘suspended, and 
the bill read a thi;d time. On the final passage, the:ayes and 
noes being calléd for; aid Messrs. Bakef;Douglass, Gant, Gaz- 
ley,Hill, Jones of Brazoria; Jack, Lidn;- ‘Lumpkin, “Pierpont; 
Ponton; Rusk, Rowlett, Swift; 'aüd Théórnton-—15.voted in thé 
afirmative— and Messrs: Speaker; Branch Burleson, Billingsly; 
Boyd Grigsby, Hardeman; Jones of Austin, Menifee, MeKiuny, 
Patton, Sutherland and Wydtt--I3 votedi in the: n eave so the 
bill | passed. 4 

Oh motion of Mr, Jones of Austin, the rule wás suspended, 
and a joint resdlvtioti-a ppropristing" ‘one. hundred ‘ihousund dok, 
lars for tiàval parpoaes;" was iritrodüced and'tead: a first. time. 

' On mótion of Mr. Boyd, tlie'rüle was suspened and: w:.bill 
to supress the wearing" of concealed Weapon: was: mnrouuees 
and read a firsttime: ^ ^" ^^"^ c un 

‘Mr: Jack moved to reject the bill; on which motion the 
ayes.and noes Déing' édlled" for, and" Mersis : "Speaker, Baker; 
Gant, Jack, Lumipkin ; Menifeé, Pótiton; Thornton, and Wyatt 
m vovettin thé affirmative; ahd Messrs: Branch, Burleson; Bils 
lingsly; Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardeman; Hill, Jones 
of Austin, Linn, McKinny, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland: 
and Swift—17 voted in the nogàtive:. so the: bil Was not reject; 
ed. 
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| The bill granting bounty lands to those aie served i in the 
navy, was read a third time and passed. z 

The joint’ resolution declaring-Jobn Vince the ligitimate 
son of Allen Vince was read a third titie dnd ‘passed upon its 
final pássage; ‘the ayés and" noes"being called: for; and: Messrs. 
Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly;“Boyd;?Gazley, ‘Hardeman, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Menifee, Mckinney, Rowlett. Sutherland, 
and Thorton —14 voted in the afirmative; and Messrs. Spea- 
ker, Doüglass, Grigsby, Gant; Jones of' Brazoria; Jack, Linn; 
Lumpkin, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk; Swift and Wyatt-13 voted 
in the negative: so the ‘resolution’ passe 

On motion of Mr. Rusk; the rule: wis suspended anda joint 
resolution for the benefit of Thomas Wood was introduced and 
read a first time; m es^]; P POL 

On motión of Mr. Pierpont, the rule -was suspended: abd 
the bill for the relief of John ‘Talbott wae taken “up: ‘and-read.a 
second time: the rule was further 'suspetided, and been bill read 
& third time and passed. Q 2: AM pd 
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The bill to incerporate the Galveston and Brazoria Rail 
Road Company was taken up on itssecond reading. The süb- 
stitute proposed by the committee for a part of the Ist section 
was ordered to be engrossed. 

"The bill to incorporate the Colorado City Bridge Compa- 
ny was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Branch moved its indefinite postponement: lost. 

. .On motion of Mr. Branch, lhe bill was postponed till Mon- 
day next. 
x. The bill to secure titles to lands- within certain situations, 
was taken n on its sccoud reading. 

Mr. Linn offered a substitute for the bill, which was adop- 
ted; ‘The bill was then passed to a third reading- 

. Mr. Jones of Austin, from the committee on naval affairs, 
to whom was referred the petition of Jesse Brown and others, 
formerly officers of the schooncr Invincible, reported à joint re- 
solution for their benefit, which was read a first time. 

The. joint resolution for the benefit of Mimican Hunt wus 
read a second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the surveyor of Harrisburg 
county to survey the boundary line between Harrisburg and 
Montgomery counties was, on motion of.Mr. Gant, indefinitely. 


postponed. 
An act supplementary to an act establishing ferries was 


read a second time. 
Mr. Sutherland moved to amend by adding a proviso: 


adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Linn, it was indefinitely postponed. H 
The joint resolution for the benefit of H. T. Burnly and 
others was, on motion of Mr. Gant, referred to a special commit- 
tee consisting of Messrs. Jones of Brazonus. Menifeé and Bil- 
lingsly. - 
- The bill to establish a port of entry at Edwards’s ‘Point 
was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Ponton indefi- 


nitely postponed. 
The bill for the relief of C. Sage, was read a second time 


and ordered to be engrossed. 
"The bill to incorporate the San Sacinto Navigation Com- 


pany was taken up on its second reacing. — . 
On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the first section was 


stricken out, and another inserted in lieu thereof. 
. Mr. Menifee moved to strike out “60 days,” and insert 


iwcive months: adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Menifee the bill was referred to a select 
committee consisting of Messrs. Gant, Jones of Brazoria and 
Menifee. 

. "The bill entitled stan act to create the collectora! district 
of La. Vacca was read a second time. 

* On motion of Mr. Menifee; the rule was —Q 2 A bill 
read a third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the house odjourned till 9 o- 
clock to-mrrow morning. . 

Wepnespay Mornine, May, 16, 1838, 

The house met pursuant to Sc)euramone and was opened 
with prayer by the chaplain.: - 

" Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following bills being correetly enrolled. 

. A joint resolution for thé relief of J. W. Fannin’s heirs... - 

A biil for the relief of F. Nibling. i 

Anact to provide for the settlement of diconied soldiers? 
estates. = 

- An act to create the county of Colon, and an act for the 
protection of the frentier. 

Mr. Pierpont, from the committee on Asim: iud. accounts, 
to whom was referred the claim of William Langeuham, id 
ted a bill for his benefit. 

^ Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on engrossed bills, 1 re- 
ported sundry bills as being correctly engrossed. 
^" Me. Gant, from the select commiltee, to whom was. ceed 
the bill to incorporate the San Jacinto Navigation Company, 
reported the bill with three additional sections. 


The bill for the benefit of Peter Hiaes was read a third 


time and passed. 

The bill for the benefit of C. Sage v was taken up on ‘ite 
third reading. 

Mr. Patton moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. Pierpont | moyed its reference to a ‘select committee: 
lost. . 
'The question was (hé biben on Mr. Patton's motion to 
- postpone; the ayes and noes being called for, and Messrs. Bar- 
leson, Billingsly, Brennan, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, 
Hill, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Rusk Rowlett, 
Sutherland and Thornton,---16 voted in the affirmative; and 
Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Boyd, Gazley, Jones of Aus- 
tin, Jack, Pierpont, Ponton and Swift—10 voted in the nega- 
tive: so the bill was indefinitely postponement, 
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Mr. Menifee, from the committee ‘On. neice. reported a’ 


bill appropriating money for the civil department of the gov- 


ernment, and for certain military-claims, 
On motion of Mr. Rusk,. the rule was suspended, ; and the 


-bill for the benefit of Joseph. A. Crecey was taken up and read 


a second time. The rule was further suspended, the bill reada 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Jones of Austin moved a suspension ef the rule prohib- 
iting the introduction of.new business, in order to introduce a 


“resolution authorizing..the President and cabinet io remove to 


Galveston Island during the sickly season. "The ayes and, noes 


. being-ealled for, and. Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Bren: 


nar, Douglass, Grigsby, Hardeman, Jones of Austin, Jack, Linn, 
McKinny, Patton, Pierpont,. Ponton,, Rusk, Rowlett, Thorn- 
ton and Wyatt—18 voted in , the aflirmative; and Messrs. Bur- 
legon,.Gazley, Gant, Hill,, Jones of Rrazoria, Lumpkin, Meni- 
fee, Sutherlann and Swift—9 voted in the fie gauve The reso- 
lution was then read.a first time.. .. 

Mr. Menifee moved a suspension of the rule, and the bill 
be placed on its. second reading: adopted, 

-Mr. Sutherland moved to strike out the name of eGalves- 
ton:” adopted. 

. Mr. ny. moved to filll the blank with the name “New 
Orleans: :" lost.. 

 IMr.- Sutherland BERE to. fll. the blank with the name «City 


. Austin:"lost. .On motion. of Mr. Patton, He blank was filled 


with the name “San Antonio de Bexar.” 
On motion of Mr. Jack, the resolution was indefinitely 
postponed. 
- The bill from the .senhte graning a pension to Mary Mill. : 
saps, and children, read a third time and passed. 
. On motion of Mr. Douglas, the rule was suspended, "and a 


|j joint.r resolution providing for the adjournment ef congress on 


Saturday next was introduced and read a first time. 

A message was received. from ,the senate informing the 
house. that.the senate had. passed a. bill changing the terms of 
the district courts-for the county of Harrisburg, and a joint re- 
solution for. the reliief of .D. B, Friar; also, that the senate 
had amended and passed the bill for the benefit of P. S. Wyatt, 


. zand that the senate had concurred in a passage of the follow- 


ing bills: 
"^ Abil supplementary. to an act rau lig. lands to those who 
were in the battles of San Jacinto and other battles. 
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An act for thé permanent location of the seat of” govern- 
ment. 2: l ; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Hódge and 

A bill defining the boundaries of Austin county. 

Mr. Rowlett, from the committee ‘on engrossed bills, re- 
ported sundry bills as being correctly engrossed. 

The joint resolution for the „benefit of Aaron Calvell, was 
read a third time and lost. The vote was re-considered and the 
resolution passed. | DOES "e 

' The bill to provide for the punishment of offences commit- 
ted in in depopulated counties, was read a third time and passed. 

An act to change the term of the district court for the coun- 
ty of Harrisburg, was read a first time, and on motion of Mr. 
Jack, laid on the. table. — . v " 

The joint resolution from the senate for the benéfit of D. 
B. Friar, was read a first time. - ~ mU. 

The amendment made by the senate fo the bill for the ben- 
efit of P. S. Wyatt was concurred in.by the house. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Ashby was read a third 
time and passed. — — | "E | 

Mv. Branch, from the judiciary committee, reported a joint 
resolution relative to chief justices of counties, which was read 
a first time. The rule was stspended, aud the bill read a se- 
cond time. . .., .. ; 

Mr. Billingsly moved to lay the bill on the table: lost. 

. Mr. Branch moved a further suspension of the rule, in: or- 
der to the final passage of the bill: adopted. ^ 

The bill was then read a third time; the ayes and noes 
were called for on the final passage, and Messrs. Speaker, Ba- 
ker, Branch, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, 
Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKin- 
-ny. Ponton, Patton, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt—21 
voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Billingsly, Jones, of Aus- 
tin, Jack, Linn, and Pierpont—5 voted in the negative: so the 
resolution passed, "EA E l 

.. : Mr. Gant moved to suspend the, rule and take up the bill 
* provide for the building of court houses. jails and academies: 
ost., - Be m tol e 
, The bill for the relief of persons holding titles to lands in 
. De. Leon's, Mc.Milli's and McGlone’s claims was taken’ up on 
its shird reading. =: .. "EP 

. On motion of Mr. Patton, Bexar was inserted. _ 

! Mr. Rowlett moved to insert all the counties of the Repub- 
ic. 
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Mr. Rusk offered a substitute for the bill, 

Mr. Gazley moved to amend the substitute so that a cer- 
tificate from the commissioner general would be sufficient to ad- 
Mi: the title to record: the bill was laid on the table. . 7 

The bill from the senate appointing pilots was read a se- 
cond time. EE m 

Messrs. Swift, Rowlett and Hill were appointed on the 
committee of conference, to take into consideration the disagree- 
ment of the two houses relative to the amendment made by tlie 
senate to the bill supplementary &c. to an act to pay the officers 
and soldiers of the army and navy. ` 

The bill to establish a mail route from Galveston to Mata- 
gorda was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the name Texana was in- 
serted immediately after the name “Matagorda.” 

On motion of Mr..Jone: of Austin, the words “once a week’- 
were stricken oul, and the words “once in two weeks? were in 
serted in lieu thereof. - - , 

The joint resolution for the benefit of Robert M. William- 
son was taken up on its third reading. , 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill amended. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin. the house adjourned till 
9 o'clock. 22 

9 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Joues of Brazoria, to whom was referred the bill and 
accompanying documents for the benefit of A. T. Burnley, and 
others, reported and recommended the passage of the bill. 

The joint resolution for the benefit of R. M. Williamson 
was again taken up. nc 

On motion of Mr. Hill, Mr. Williamson, who was present, : 
was permitted to explain the nature ofhis petition. l 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the resolution was referred to a 
select committee consisting of Messrs. Rusk, Branch, and Jack. 

A message was received from the senate, informing the 
house that the senate had laid on the table the bill to define 
and limit theissue of promissory notes of the government, and 
that they have passed a bill to authorize the President to issue 
the promissory notes of the government, as they return into the 
treasury and to make special appropriations, which the senate 
propose as a substitute for the first mentioned bill. 

A message was received from the senate informing the 
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houise that the seriate had passed a bill creating a . volunteer 
corps. | T | j Tm 
The act to provide for the return and dispossure of land 
held by. fraudulent titles, was taken up on its third reading. 
Ki On motion of Mr. Branch, the rule was suspended in order 
to amend: the words “one league and one labor” were stricken 
out. ae "sod 
` Mr. Rusk moved to amend so as to read “made by the le- 
gislature of Coahuila and Texas in 1834 and 1835. Poo 
On niotión of Mr. Rusk, the bill was amended by adding a pro- 


viso for the protection of the actual:settlers. The bill was then: 


read a third time, and on the question “shall the bill pass?” the 
ayes and noes were called for,:- Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Bren- 
nan, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, -Hardeman, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
McKinriy, Patton, Rusk, Sutherland and Swift—14 voted in the 
affirmative; and Messrs: Billingsly, Gazley,Gant, Hill, Jones of 
Brazoria, Linn, Pierpónt, and Wyatt—8 voted in the negative: 
so the bill passed. oa a 

The bill to authorize the President to re-issue the promisso- 
ry notes of the government as they return into the treasury and 
io make spccial appropriations was read a first time. The rule 
was suspended, ard the bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, $250,000 were stricken out and 


* 


:$150,000 inserted in lieu thereof. 


On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, the fourth section was 
amended by adding the words “and for personal services.” 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out the words “as contemplated 
ir. the act:”. adopted.. _ a l 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, it was amended so as to read “the 
oath to be administered by any person duly authorized to ad: 
minister Gatbs." et 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria moved to strike out the 6th section; 
on which motion the ayes and noes being called for, and Messrs. 
Speaker, Gant, Jones of Brazoria, Linn and: Wyatt—5 voted in 
the the affirmative; and Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, 
Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Jonés of Austin, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett; 
Sutherland and Swift—I8 voted in the negative: so the mo- 
tion to strike out was lost. "Ni . 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria offered an additional section appro- 


priating 50,000 to meet the special liabilities of the govern- . 


inent: lost. ` : 
Mr. Gant moved to strike out the 6th section and insert in 


co iy seri 
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lieu thereof a section requiring the issue to be idcreased to a mil- 
lion of dollars; which motion was lost. | : 

Mr. Rusk proposed an additional section, requiring the 
treasurer to publish monthly extracts, shewing amounts receiv- 
ed.and paid out, to whom paid, and on what claims; adopted. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. —— 

A message was received from the senate informing the house 
that the senate had concurred in the passage of the. following 
bills: 

The bill for the repeal of a. part of an act therein named, 
and a bill defining the boundaries ofthe counties of Bastrop' aüd 
Gonzales, and that the senate had adopted a substitute to’ the 
bill for the relief of M. B. Menard, and; also that the senate had’ 
passed a bill supplementary to an act entitled “an act to author- 
ize the clerks of the several courts to appoint deputies &e., ahd 
also, a bill for the relief of A. C. Horion. ^ 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the clerk was directed to informi 
deputies &c. was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the rule was suspended, and the 
the editors of the Banner that they need not print the bill rela- 
tive to direct taxes. 

The bill from the senate cteating a volunteer corps was 
read a first time. 

Mr. Gant moved a reference to the military committe: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the rule was 'suspended, and the 
bill read a second time. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to amend by striking out “exemption 
from working on roads” lost. 

On motion of Mr: Swift, the house adjourned till 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Tuvunspay Mornina, May 17,1338. . 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and Was opened 
with prayer by the chaplain: 

Present—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Billin gsly, Boyd, 
Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Hardeman, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, ? Me- 
Kinny; Patton, Ponton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Swift and Wyatt. 

Mr. Jack, to whom was referred the petition and papeis 
of Robert Willliamson, agent of Benjamin Milam, reported 
a bill for his benefit. 

Mr. Gant, ftom the committee to whom was referred the 
act supplementary to an act concerning marriages; reported | a 
substitute for the bill; 


Mr. Rusk, from the committe of conference to whom, was. 
referéd an act supplemeitary to an act granting lahd& to thóse 
who were in the battle of Sàn Jacinto and other battlés, report- 
ed a substitute, which was adopted by theéhóuse. ` => 

A petition from. J.: T: Sanson, was s presented and, laid on 
thetable.: "^ * 

Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following bills as being correctly enrolléd: " 

An act to provide for the permanent location of the seat of 
government. ` ` LED? 

Anact to provide for the Tenewing, : audited. drafts and 


bonny es certificates "when lost. ' cum 


ert). 


read a first time. 

: The sübstitute- adopted by the senate for the bill from the 
house for thé’ relie? or M: B. Menard" was ‘concurred in’ by, the 
house. 

The bill from the senate entitled *an act supplementary to 

.anactto authorize ' the clerks of the several ; courts: to appoint 
deputies &c. was read'a first ‘time. ^" con 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the rule was suspended, and. the, 
joint resolation for the benéfit of Alexander Henry was taken 
up and read a second time. The rule was further suspended, 
and the bill réad a third time and passed.’ UU. 

The bill from the senate entitled “an act to.raise a revenue 
by impost duties” was read a third time and passed. 

The bill appointing Pilots was read a third time and passed. 
` The bill establishing a mail route from Galveston 'tó Mata-. 
gorda was read a third time and lost. ' 

The bill to establish. the Galveston , and Brazos Rail Road 
Company was read'a third time and passed" 

Mr. Rusk moved a reconsideration of the vote on the final 
passage of thie bill to éstablisli a mail roüte from Matagorda to. 
Gálveston. `` 

'The bill was reconsidered, and again put upon its finaly ‘pas. 
sage? the < ayes and rides being called. for, and Messrs. Speaker, 
Baket, Brennan, Douglas, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardérian, 
Jones'of. Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, 
Rusk arid Suthérland--—17 voted i in the affirmative; | and Messrs. 
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Billingsly, Boyd, Lumpkin, Patton, Ponton and Wyatt—6 vot- 
ed in the negative: so the bill passed. — 
Mr. Baker, from the select committee, to whom was refer- 
red the bill cntitled “an act to amend a part of an act incorpo- 
rating the town of San Antonio, reported a substitute to the 
bill. 
The joint resolution for the nene of M. Hunt was read a 


third time and passed. 
The bill relative to pu taxes was taken up on its second 


"peading. Mr. Rusk moved to strike out all relative to the form 


of the oath, and insert a substitute: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, “January was stricken out and 
Aprilinserted in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Boyd moved 1o strike out “court house," and insert 
“clerk’s office:” lost. 

Mr; Rusk moved to strike out the latter section and adopt 
a substitute in lieu thereof: adopted, 

Mr. Billingsley moved to strike out seventh section; lost. 

Mr, Patton moved to insert so as to read “no lands to be 
valued at less than one dollar per acre;" lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the word “negroes” was strick- 
en out and the word “slaves” was inserted. 

Mr. Billingsley moved to strike out “town and city lots;” 
lost. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out the section; 
lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to amend so that the funded debt to be 
taxed: lost. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to gud io taxable property; 
“jacks, jennies, and sheep;” lost. 

Mr. Gant offered a substitute for the Gth section; lost. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to insert “stock in trade;” 
lost. 

Mr. Rusk offered an additional section “to tax lawyers, 
&c.;” withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley an additional section was added. 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend by inserting “yeat or years;” 
adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved a reference to the judiciary 
committee; lost. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended and a joint 
resolution for the benefit of the heirs of Oliver J. Frank and 
William Motley, was introduced and read a first time. The 
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rule was suspended and read a second time. The first section 
was amended by striking out “320” acres and inserting “640,” 
and by striking out “three months pay," and -inserting “six 


months pay." The rule was further suspended, and the resolu- 
tion read a third time, and passed. etos 


The bill to secure titles to lands, within certain limits, was 


bua up, and the substitute, offered by Mr., Rusk; was adopt- 
ed. 2 Monte i 
"On motion of M 
ly postponed; . ! Wi gestae 
The bill from the Senate, to disband-the-army and navy, 

was taken up on its second reading. 


r. Billingsley, thé resolution was ihdefinite- 


- . Mr, Patton moved to insert to re-organize to the amount of 


980 cavelry, lost. 
- ---Mr. Rusk offered a substitute, lost. 

Mr. Billingsley moved to amend so.as to read disband the 
army and re-organize the navy, lost: : - ; ; 

Mr. Rusk- moved to indefinitely postpone the bill, the ayes 
and.noes were called fer; and Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, Jack, McKinney; Pierpont, Rusk and 
Thornton—1l1, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Burleson, 
Billingsley, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gant, Jones of Austim, 
Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Patton, Ponton, Roulett, 
Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt—-L7 voted in the negative, so the 
motion was lost. . e 

: . On motion the House adjourned till 3 o'clock; P. M. 
. - ‘THURSDAY EVENING, THREE O'CLOCK, P.' Ms: 
-. The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The following message was transmitted: from the President 

by Mr..Hoyle, his private secretary. sc cs o 0€ 
Executive Department, TExas.. ^ coco 

To the Henorable Congress: a o Apu eges 

GENTLEMEN— regret, on the present occasion, that a sense 
of duty compels me to return a-bill to the house of representa- 
tives, without approval. I regret the more for the reason that 
I have entertained a high estimate of Col; Sherman,;in many 
respect; asan officer. AE 

I am satisfied that in his case the laws already in ‘existence 
were sufficient to have rendered justice to him; - dh SEQ. Lg 

- By. a resolution of congress, approved 30th November; 
all. persons holding contingent military commissions, then in the 
United States, were provided for; and individuals- were to-take 
rank according to the-number of men introduced into the coun? 


oem ni. dem nm eem e t 


— M — o m 
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trys Col. ‘Sherman. elaine io have introduced, ı none bat: a part - 
of. a company: under ca ptain Sylvester, which landed. at Mata- . 
gorda, and claimed to LN to the command of Mr. Thomas 


J efferson Chambers. 


vous 


visions for six mouth E rure alluded to, came at Ake 


expense of. this government;-and charged for,in the account of 


Mi. T. Jefferson Chambers, so: that the. orders of this govern- 
ment. were violated with a knowledge of their existence; there- 
fore, no just complaint can be advanced against the executive 
for the course which he pursued in relation to not receiving those 
men into service. They never were disbanded in the’ -streets of 
this city, because ‘they never, Were, received. into service; and 
Colonel. A. S. ote coments general, in New EOS 


DR 4... 


preces at a time "when "heres Were more, e troops i in the 
field than the government were able either to clothe or pro- 
vision. 

These facts, correctly stated, are sufficient io vindicats the 
executive from all imputation of-injustice or oppression towards 
col. Sherman or the troops... Col. Sherman, therefore, introdu- 
ced no troops into, the country. under his contingent commission. 
He was never struck from the rolls of the army. He could'not 
claim rank only according to làiwe -- 

At the re-organization of the army, c col. "Sherman, was not 


"retained, and, of course, he c.ald not have: cloims.to pay and 


perquisites. from ‘the passage. of ihe law. re-erganizing: the army; 

. _ It. will be seen from.his instructions accompanying: his con- 
lipgent commission derived from the government ad interim, that 
he had only authority to recruit until the first. of November, 
1826, f£. om which time I am. not advised he:received any in- 
structions from this, department: , "Col, Sherman; has received a 
very. considerable amount of scrip, as near as the executive can 
ascertain, about $6,000, which, he has not. -yet accounted for, tà 
his knowledge nor any portion of it, That col. Sherman ‘ought 
to b- allowed:a, fair commission on the, purchases he made on 
account of government would be right and proper, but to be 
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allowed the pay ‘of colonef'of cavebry: for" ditties’ whieli Could as 
well be performed by a Hedtenaüt, seeins; tothe executive, to 
-be’a ‘course that would be distrüctive té our’ Treastiry: ' 

If the door was once’opéned to those who-held contingent 
commistions, and introduced nó aid to the- ‘eountry, and man y of 
whom have never since been in the country; and they ‘were'té bé 
paid according ‘to the shewiig of their commissions without 
reference to the- resolution of the 30th Novèmber, a sum ‘less 
‘than one hundred‘and fifty, ‘of twò hihdred thousand: dollars 
would not be adeqüáté' to ‘meet their demands ica this gov- 
ernment. : 


parental máans: E in theif care arti il they wi ucconuted for 
the same. 
The exécutive, théréfóre, rospectfülly invokes thé hon. con- 


agress to enact such laws and reguülatións as will ensure a safe 


guard to-thé. treasury. 
Thousands have already been paid out of the treasury by 
. Congressional: eüáctments, in cases ‘where! individuals drawing 
"money yet memain defaulters to the government to thé amount 
-of thousands. : 
GxxrLEXsN.—For these reasons, I respectfully:rotüràt this 
-bill. without approval. . SAM. HOUSTON. 
City of Houston, I6th May, 1837.- 
. The messágé and-billwere Jaid‘oti the table for the present. 
A niesságe, wis received ‘from the Senate informing the 
"house that the Senate had concurred in the amendments made 
“by the house to the bill to establish a mail route from Galveston. 
io, Matagorda «ni. Texana, and thattliéy have agreed to all'the 
amendiients me dé'by the house to the! bill to authorize the Pres- 
ident to re-issüé the’ promisóry notés of the governmeiit, &c., 
except the five which the Senate disagrees te. They have pro- 
posed a’ bill providing for justicés courts in the city of Bexar, and 
for the administration of Justicé'it the Sparishlanguáge and for 
other purposes. 
Mr. Bakar from the coritiiittee oh enrrolléd bills; reported 
‘the following bills as being’ corrécily enrolled: 
An act for the relief of persons therein named. | 
An’ act for thie relief of George Suthériand: 
An act allowing pay -te volunteers who served under’ colo- 
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A joint resolution forthe benefit ofthe oiicen and çrews of 
the schooners Invincible and ‘Brutus. : 

A communication was received from the Ond  ahdit or, i in. Te- 
Jation to the claim of Henry Sanders, which was refered, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Gazley, to a select committee, consisting of “Messrs. 
Gazley, Baker ard Branch. 

The act to authorize the President to re-issue the promiso- 
ry notes of the government, and appropriating money, &c., was. 
taken up, and on motion, the house insists on the, adoption of 
the amendment, to which the senate disagrees. 

The bill to provide for justices ccurts in the county of. Bexar, 
for the administration of justice in the Spanish language, and for 
other purposes, was read a first time and refered to the committee’. 
on the judiciary, with instructions to report to-morrow morning. 

The bill to provide for the distribution of the militia laws 
was read a second time. 

_ On motion of Mr. Douglass, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 

T'he joint resolution for the benefit of D. B. Friar, was 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsley the words * pcenis to law’? 
were added. 

T'he joint resolution for the relief of John Murry, was read 
a second time. 


Mr. Linn moved a suspension of the rule, and the resolu- 
lion be read a third time, lost, 


On motion of wr. Billingsley, the rule was suspended and the 


joint resolution for disbanding the army and navy, was taken up, 


and read a third time. 


The ayes and noes being called for on iis final passage; 
Messrs. Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gazleyy 
Gant, Jones of Austin, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton, Pon- 
ton, Rowlett, Sutherland and Wyatt—16 voted in the affirma-. 
tive; and Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Grigsby, Hardeman, 
Hill, Jack, McKinny, Pierpont and Thornton—10, veted in the 
negative: so the resolution passed. 

The bill incorporating the San Jacinto Navigation Compa- 
ny, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Branch moved the indefinite postponement of the bille 

The ayes end noes were called for; and Messrs. Baker, 
Branch, Billingsly, Boyd, Grigsby, Hardeinan, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Rowlett and Wyatt—10 voted in the affirmative; and, 
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- Messrs, Speaker, Burleson, Brennan, Doglass, Grigsby, Gant, 


Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Suth 
erland, Swift and Thornton—16, voted in the negative: so the 
bill was uot postponed. . The amendments propsed by the com- 
` Mr. Jones of Austin, proposed to amend the bill so as to read 
from the crossing of the T'uscasete crossing up. 
The ayes and noes were called for, and Messrs. Speaker, 
Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, Harde- 
man, Hill, Jones of Austin, McKinny, Patton, Rewlett, and 
Wyatt—14, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Brennan, 
Gazley, Gant, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Pon- 
ton, Sutherland, Swift and Thornton—12, voted in the-nega- 
tive. 
^ Mr. Hardeman moved to amend so that the privilege would 
éxtend no longer than twenty years. 
On motion, the rule was suspended and the bill read a third 
time. 
Mr. Gant moved its indefihite postponement; the ayes and 
noes being called for, Messrs. Branch, Boyd, Grigsby, Gant, 


, Jack Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, Sutherland, 


Swift, Thornton and Wyatt—14, voted in the affirmative; arid 


: Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Doug- 


lass, Gazley, Hardeman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Patton, Ponton, 
and Rowlett—13, voted in the negative: so the bill was indfi- 
nitely postponed. e SN 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended and a joint 
resolution for the benefit of James Bradley’s heir, was read a 
first time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the rule was farther suspended 
and the resolution read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the word was stricken out. 

The bill fọr the relief of Wm. H. Taylor was read a st- 
cond time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a third and passed. | 

The joint resolution fer the benefit of William Kuyken- 
dall, was read a second time; the rule wassuspended, the bill 
read a third time and passed. l 

On motion the vote given on the final passage of the bill to 


' disband the army and navy was re-considered. 


Mr. Rusk moved to take up the bill for the benefit of Sid- 
ney Sherman, together, with the message of the President giv- 
ing his reasons why he did not sign the bill; adopted. 


~ 
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The bill was then read and, again „put upon its- finali pas- 
sage; upon the question being put, “shall the bill pass ?^ Messrs, 


Speaker, Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, 
Grigsby, Hill, Jones of. Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Meni- 


fee, McKiuny, Pat.on, Pierpont, Ponton,: Rusk, Rowlett, Suth-. 

erland, Thornton: and. Wyatt—-23, voted in tlie affirmative; and: 
Messrs. Gant and Hardeman—-2 voted in the negative: .so;-the ` 
bill passed. n 


‘The joint resolution .for the . benefit of John Moore, WAS 


_read asecond time. . 


The bill for the benefit of. Roberts M. Williamson was again 


-taken up on ‘its third reading. 


The rule suspended, Mr. Billingsly moved. to strike , out-fif- . 
feen leagues; adopted. 

Mr. Jack moved to insert so.that the. bill would read tàn 
leagues and ten Jabors: the ayes and. noes were: called for, and 


.Messrs. Baker, Branch, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, :. Hill, : Jones 


of Austin, Jones of Brazorta, Jack, Linn, McKinny, Patton aud 
Rusk—13, voted in the affirmative;.and Messrs, Speaker, Bury 


. leson, Billingsly; Gant, Hardeman, Lumpkin,: Menifee, Pontoz, 
. Sutherland, Thernton and, Wyatt---12, voted in the negative: 
so the amendment was adopted. 


Mr. Rusk offered to add a section requiring bis relinquish- 
ment to government of all further claim; adopted. as 

The question was. then taken on the final passage, of. thea 
bill; and Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch,. Boyd, Douglass, , 
Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin,- Jones of. Brazoria, Jack; Linn, , 
McKinny, Ponton.and.Rusk-— 14, voted in the affirmative;. and 
Messrs. Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Gant, Hardeman, Lump-- 
kin,. Menifee, Patton, Sutherland, Thornton and Wyatt-—-11, 
voted in the negative: so:the bill passed. ae: 

Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported: 
the following as being correctly enrólled: 7 i 

An act defining the boundaries of Bastrop and Gonzales. 

An act to organize the militia. . : i 

An act for the benefit of S. P. Wyatt; and 

An act for the reliefof. Robert Hodge. 

On. motion, the house adjourned till to-morrow morning 
9 o'clock 

Fermay. MonxiNc,.l8r&g May, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by the chaplain. . : 

On motion of. Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended, and . 
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a resolution establishing a post ofice at the house of Moses 
Gage, was introduced, and read æ first time. 

Mr. Rowlett from the committee: on aero bills, repori- 
ed sund ry bills cerrectly engrossed. 

'The joint resolution for the benefit of John ‘Murry, was, 
on motion of .Mr. Linn, laid on the table. 

Mr. Gazley from the select committec to whom was refer- 
ed the claim of H, Sanderson, reported a joint resolution for 
his benefit, which was read, a first time. 

"Phe joint resolution for the benefit of D. B. Friar, was 
read a third lime, and passed. I 

The act relative to direct taxes was read a tbird time. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to auepene the rule in order to amend; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the bil was amended so as to 
read “not to repeal so mach of the law aa imposes a fax. on ga- 
ming establishments, poll taxes, &c."  . 

Mr. Diilingsly moved to strike out the seventh section; the 
ayes and noes: were called for. and Messrs. Baker, Billingsly, 
Brennan, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria and 
W yatt——8, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Speaker, Boyd,. 
Gazley, Gant, Hardeman, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Mc- 
Kinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland and 
Thornton- -16, voted in the negative. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out tho eighth section; 
lost. 

l Mr. Hardeman offered an additional scction; adopted. - The 
bill passed. | 

A message was “received from the Senate informing the 
house that the senate had passed a bill for the benifit of the wid- 
owsand orphans of those who fellinu Joha N.Seguine's company, 
at the Alamo. -And, also, a bill regulating the weights and 
measures of the Republic; and- that the senate had concurred in 
the passage of the joint resolution, fixing temporily the hounda- 
ry line between the counties of Bexar and San Patricio. 

The joint resolution, for the beneüt ef John Murry, was 
taken up on itsthird reading. 

Mr. Rusk. moved to suspend t the rule in order te amend; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words “one hundred” were in- 
serted after the word ‘thousand, 4 

mr. Billingsly moved to strike out “promisory note" and 
insert “any money in me treasury not other wise appropriated ;” 
lost. l s ; Em 
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The resolution was put on its final passage, and tlic ayes 
and noes being called for, and messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brennan, 
Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, mcKinny, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, 
Swift and Thornton—-19, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. 
Burleson, sillingsly, Hill, menifee, Rowlett, Sutherland and 
Wyati—7, voted in the negative; so the resolution passed. 

The bill for the relief of H. L. Thompson was read a se- 
cond time. 

On motion of mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended; the bill 
read a third time, and passed. 

mr. Rusk to whom was referred the petition of James Rob- 
inson, reported a bill for his benefit, which was read a first 
time. 

mr. Douglass, from the committee of conference, te whom 
was refered the resolution on the subject of modifying duties, 
&c., reported a bill whith was read a first time. ` 

mr. Douglass moved to suspend the rule in order to a se- 


cond reading; lost. 


wr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following bills as being correctly enrolled. 

An act for the relief of Augustus mirels. 

- An act for definrng the boundaries of Austin county; and, 
An act supplementary to an act granting land to those 
who were in the battle of San Jacinto-and other battles. 

Mr. Wyatt, from the committee to whom was refered the 
several documents on the subject of the boundary line between 
this Republic and that of the United States, made a separate 
report. 

P On motion of mr. ‘Jones, of Brazoria, 500 copies were or- 
dered to be printed. 

The bil, from the senate, for the benefit of the widows and 
orphans of those who fellin John N. Seguin's company, at the 
Alamo, was read a first time. 

The joint resolution for the relief of John W. moore was 
read a tbird time. 

On motion, the house adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill for the benefit of John W. moore was under con- 
sideration, and the question being put, “shall the bill pass ?* 
messrs. Speaker, srennan, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Jones of 
Austin, Linn, Patton, Pierpont, Thornton and Wyatt—11, vo- 
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ted in the affirmative; and messrs. nillingsly, Boyd, Gant, Har- 
deman, Hill, Lumpkin, wenifee, mcKinny, Poston, Rowlett, 
Sutherland and S5ift—12, voted in the negative: so the bill 
was lost. N ` n ' 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to suspend the rule and take 
up the joint resolution for thé benefit of William A. Heard; 
adopted. a - - 

The resolution was then read a second time. — - 

Mr. Hill moved to insert the words *and law” before the 
word “equity;” the ayes and noes were called for, and messrs. 
Speaker, surleson, millingsly, Boyd, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, 
Jones of srazoria, Lempkin, menifee, wcKinny, Ponton, Row- 
lett, Sutherland and "Thornton--- 15, voted in the affirmative; 
and wessrs. Breunan, Douglass, Gazley, Gant, Jones of Austin, 
linn, Ponton, Pierpont, Swift and Wyatt----10, voted in the 
negative. - . i 

Mr. Rowlett moved to amend by inserting the words “and 

‘all other persons having demands against the government;” lost. 

Mr. Jones of Austin moved to amend by adding the words 
*to settle -according to the laws that governed at the time the 
elaim was incurred;” adopted. 07 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the rule was suspen- 
ded and the bill read a third time; the ayes and noes were call- 
ed for on the final passage, and Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, sit- 
lingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Jones 
of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, mcKinny, Patton, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Sutherland, Swift, Thornton and Wyatt----21, ~ 
voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Branch, Hardeman, Hill, 
Lumpkin and Rowlett—5, voted in the negative; so the bill 
passed. l 

The bill from the senate regulating weights and measures 
fof the republic was read a first time, - | 

On motion of wr. Gant the rule was suspended and the 
bill read a second time. - 

Mr. Gazley moved to strike out “Attorney Generay” and in- 
sert “District Attorney ;? adopted. EE 

~ On motion of mr. Gant all after the first section was strick- 
en out. 
l Od motion of wr. Rowlett the rule was further suspended 
and, the bill read a third time and passed. 
~- The bill for tbe relief of C. Sage was take; up on its third 
reading, and, on motion of ur. Boyd, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “an act to au 
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thorisethe clerks of the several courts to appoint deputies” €c., 
read a second time. 

The bill forthe benefit of A. C. Horton, was read a second 
time. 

The resolution of thanks to Samuel Swartwourt, and others, 
members of the New York association for the relief of Texas, 
was taken up. . 

Mr. Menifee moted to amend by inserting the words “all 
others who performed similar services;" lost. 

Mr. .Menifee moved to lay the resolution.on the table; lost. 

On molion the word *citizen" was stricken out and the 
word “soldiers,” inserted in lieu thereof. The resolution was’ - 
then adopted. 

The bilf supplementary to an i concerning marriages, 
was read a second time. 

Mr. Hill moved itsindefinite postponement; withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee the rule was suspended and the 
the bill read a third time. 

The ayes and noes were called for on the final passage, 
and Messrs Baker, Burleson, BiHingsly, Boyd, Douglass Grigs- 
by, Hardeman, Menifee, Patton, Ponton, Rowlett and Suther- 
land-—12 voted in the affirmative; and Messrs Speaker, Gagley, 


, Gart Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Rrazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, 


McKinny, Pierpont, Swift and Thornton— H2, voted in the neg- 
ative: so the bill was lost. ' 
The joint resolution relative to the collector ef the port of 


Velasco was read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the bill was read a 
third time, and passed. 

The hill appointing viewers to view aud mark out a road 
from some point on the Colorado river to Jonesborough, on 
Red River, was taken up. . 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett “Jonesborough” was stricken 
out and the words “some point between the Spanish bluff and 
cross timbers,” were inserted in lieu thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the second section was strick- 
en out. 
On motion of Mr. Billingsly the bill was referred to a se- ` 
lect committee, consisting of Messrs Billingsly, Rowlett and 
Jones of Austin. 

The bill entitled “an act to. — an act incorporating 
the city of Bexar, and other towns,” so far as relates to the town 
of Victoria, was taken up. 
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Mr. Ponton moved to amend by adding to the secorid sec- 
Bes the words “this section shall not apply to the town of Goh- 
zales. ME 
~ On motion of Mr. saker, the two last lines of the third sec- 
tion were stricken out. . 

And the words so far as relates to the towns of Victoria and 
and Sau Patricio were prefixed to the fourth section. 

On motion the house adjourned till to-morrow morniug 
9 o'clock. ' 

SATURDAY MORNING, 19th May, 1838. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by the chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. soyd, the vote on the final passage of 
the bill for the benefit of John W. Moore was re-considered. 

The bill for the relief of A T. surnley, and others, was 
read a second time. rs a: 

. The bill requiring the commissioner general to forward io 
the recorders of counties, abstracts of titles to land situated: 
_ within the same, was read a second time. EM 

Mr. nillingsly from the select committec to whom was re- 
fered the bill appointiug viewers to view and mark out a road 
from some point on the Colorído river, reported a substitute, 
which was adopted. E PE 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the rule prohibiting uew business 
was suspended and a bill establishing the southern boundaries of 
Matagorda county was introduced and read a first time. The 
rule was suspended and the bill read a second time. 

Mr. Gazley offered a substitute to the bill, when on motion | 
of Mr. Hill, it was laid on the table. 

'The bill supplementary to an act to authorize the clerks 
of the different courts to appoint deputies, was read a third 
time and passed. E . 

. The bill for the benefit of A. C. Horton was read a third 
time. . > i 

Mr. Patton moved to suspend the rule in order. to amend: 
adopted. l : GE M 
Mr. Patton moved to add “provided this act shall not be so 
construed as to pay two agents: lost. The bill was passed. 

Mr. Branch from the Judiciary committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill providing for justices’ courts in the county of 
Bexar, for. the administration of justice in the Spanish language, 
and for other purposes, reported several amendments and re- 
commended its passage: adopted. 
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Mr. Rusk moved to amend by inserting in the first section 
the words “justices of the peace.” 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table. 

The several bills relative to the district courts were on mo- 
tion of Mr. Jack, referred to a select committee consisting of 
Messrs. Jack, Rusk, Branch, and Gazley. 

The bill entitled “an fact to amend an act incorporating 
the city of Bexar and othér towns was taken upon its third 
reading. l 

On motion, the rule was suspended in order to amend. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the 5th and 7th section was strick- 
en out. 

On motion, the bil was referred to a select committee con- 
sisting of Messrs. Baker, Brennan, Linn and Ponton. 

The bill forthe benefit'of John W. Moore, was taken up, 
and referred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. Billings- 
ly, Rusk, Gant and Baker. 

"The bill for the benefit of the widows and orphans of de- 
ceased soldiers of John N. Seguin’s company who fell at the 
Alamo, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr, Baker moved to,amend by inserting the words “of all 
who fell.” 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, the bill was referred to 
a select committee consisting of Messrs. Jones of Austin, Patton 
and Menifee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the resolution fixing a day for the 
adjournment of congress was taken up. 

Mr. Gazley moved to fill] the blank with Saturday next: 
ost. 

Mr. Jones of Austin moved to lay the resolution on the ta 
ble: On which motion, the ayes and noes were called for: and 
Messrs. Baker, Gazley, Jones of Austin, Menifee, McKinny, 
Ponton, Pierpont, Patton, and Sutherland—-9 voted in th aftr- 
mative; and Messrs. Speaker, Bronch, Burleson. sillingsly, Bren- 
nan, Boyd, Douglas, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, Jack, Linn, 
Rowlett, Swift and 'Thornton—17 voted in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the blank was fil'ed with Wed- 
nesday. The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Jack moved to suspend the rule prohibiting the intro- 
duction of new business, in order to introduce a bill, the ayes 
and noes were called for,and Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, 
Burleson, Billingsly, Douglas, Gazley, Gant, Jack, Linn, Patton 
Pierpont, Rusk. Rowlett, and Swift-—16 voted in the affirmative; 
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and Messrs. Boyd, Hardeman, Hill, Jones, of Austin, Menifee, 
McKinny, Ponton and Sutherland— 8 voted in the negative: so 
the rule was suspended. : : l 

Mr Jack introduced a bill to provide for the better dissem- 
mination of the laws, which was read a firsttime. - s 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, thd rule was suspended, and 
the bil appointing viewers to view and mark out a way 
for a road from some point on the Colorado river to Red Riv- 
er was taken up on its second reading. ` 

Mr. Jones-of Austin moved to strike out the words “for 
their services they shall have three dollars per day." On mo- 
tion of Mr. Rowlett, the rule was suspended and the bill was 
read a third time. The ayes and noes were called for on the fin- - 
al passage, and .Messsrs Speaker, saker, granch, nurleson, sil- 
lingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby. Gant, Hardeman, Linn, 
Menifee, McKinny, Picrpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Suther- 
land and Swift—20 voted in the affirmative: and Messrs. Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Jack and Patton—4 voted in the negative : 
so the bill passed. ; 

A message was received fromthe senate informing the house 
that the senate had agreed to the amendments: made by the 
house to the joint resolution for the benefit of D. B. Friar, and 
that they had amended and passed the joint resolution from the 
house for the benefit of John Talbott. . 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and an act 
supplementary to an act to provide for the location ef land scrip 
and for redceming the same was introduced, and read a first 
time. . 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the rule was suspended and the 
bill read a second time. l j 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was-amended by inserting 
the words «issued. and sold by authority of the government of 
Texas.” mE l 

Mr. Menifee moved to amend by inserting the. words “ac- 
cording to law:” adopted __ i 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was further suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. ' ox 

The bill for the relief of Charles Quillan was read a second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, indefinitely post- 

oned. : 
à The joint resolution for the benefit of Jolin: Talbott, as 
amended by the senate, was taken up. . | 

On motion of Mr. Pierpont, the senate's amendment was 
amended, so as to read “fifty dollars per month while he acted 
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as master of ihe Armory :"adopted. 

The bill fox the benefit of Thomas B. Reese was read a 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Joncs of Austin, was indefi- 
" nitely pestponcd. 

On motion of ur. Burleson, the rule was suspended, and the 
joint resolution establishing certain mail routes was taken up on 
its second reading. 

` Mr. Jones of Austin moved to strike out all but the 3rd sec- 
tien: adopted. l 

-On motion of mr. Branch, an additional route “from Anahu- 
ac to Stubblefield’s” was inserted. 

Mr. Picrpont moved to insert “from Shelbyville to Milam.” 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

The joint resolution requiring district attorneys to institute 
suits against all “Kleven League” claimants was read a second 
time. 

Mr. Baker moved to indefinitely postpone the resolution, 
which was lost. 

The bill to alter and amend the several acts for establish- 
ing a navy department by adding thereto a board of commis- 
sioners was laid on the table. : 

Qn motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, the bill disbanding the 
army and navy was taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. Rusk moved its reference to a sclect committee; the 
ayes and noes being called for; and Messrs. Speaker, Baker, 
Branch, Billingsly, | Douglass, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, Mc- 
Kinny, Pierpont and Rusk—11 voted in the affirmative; and 
Messrs. Brennan, Boyd, Gazlcy, Jones of Austin, Linn, Menifee, 
Patton, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt—12 vot- 
elinthe negative. 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule, in order to amend: 
lost. 

Mr.. Branch moved to refer the bill to the military commit- 
tee, with instructions to report on Monday morning: the ayes 
and noes were called for, and Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, 
Billingsly, Douglass, Grigsby, Hardeman, Hill, menifee, meKin- 
ny, Patton, Pier pont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and Wyatt—16 
voted inthe affirmative; and messrs. Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, 

Gant, Jones of Austin, Linn, Sutherland and Swift—8 voted in 
the negative. 

A message was received from the senate, informing the 
house that the senate had passed the bill for the benefit of Syd- 
ney Sherman by the constitctional majority. 
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mr. Baker, from the select committee to whom was referred 

the bill to amend the actincorporating the city of San Antonio, 
and other towns, reported the bill with amendments, which was 
adopted. The rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time 
.and passed. 


Mr. -Hardeman ‘obtained leave of absence for the pales 
of the session. - /'' 

ur. Jack, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
the several bills relative to district courts, reported two mn and 
recommenued their adoption. - 

On motion, the house adjourned till 9-o'clock. monday mor- 
ning. i l 

'Monpay Mornine, May 21, 1838, 

The louse met -pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by the, chaplain. 

Mr. Swift, from the committee on internal improvements, 
to. whom was referred the petition of Lewis Tinellis, reported a 
bill to incorporaté the Salinilla Silk and Wine Company, which 
was read a first time. Sr 

. Mr: Rowlett, from the committee on engrossed bills, report l 

ed a bills as being correctly engrossed. 

l Mr. Patton, from thé committee to whom was.referred the 
bill for disbanding the army and navy, reported a substitute. * 

Mr. Menifee offered to amend the substitute so-as to read 
“to retain as many as.he may deem ; cr d to commnad in 
camp or garrison: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the substitute was adopted. 

The.bill was read a third time, and put upon its final pas- 
sage: the ayes and noes were called for, and wessrs. Baker, Bür- 
leson, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, Jones of Austin, Jones 
of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin,-Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Pon- 
too, Rowlett,t Sutherland Swift and Wyatt—18 voted in the 
affirmative; and Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Douglass, Grigsby,. 
Hill, J ack, Pierpont and Rusk,—8 voted in the negative: so 
the bill passed... - 

_ Mr. Jones of Austin, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the, bill for the benefit of widows and orphans of those - 
who fell in John Ñ. Seguin's company at the Alamo, reported a 
substitute. l 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the substitute was amended by 
striking out the last hne of the second section and adding an ad- 
dition thereto, and also adding a third section. l 

Mr. Billingsly, from the committee to whom they weré re: 
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iren. tana: the, bill and papers relative tó the claim ii 
John W: Moore. .: IT 

c The :bill for the benefit. of. A. T. "Burnley and. others wai ^ 
ead a first time: the ayes and noes were called for on the final: 
passage, and-Messrs. Branch, Brennan, Gazley,: Grigsby; Jones 
of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin,‘ Menifee, 
Phtton;:Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland’ and Swift 
18. voted inthe affirmative; and Méesirs." Burlésod, Billirgslg.- 
Boyd, Douglas, Hill and Bun voted i int Hie negatives so 
the bil; passed. -. 

The bill for the benefit of J. W. Moore: was again put: 
upon its final vpassage::.the ayes: and noes being called for, 
Messrs, ‘Branch;: Brennan, ‘Gazley, Jones cf Austin, Linn, Pat- 
ton and Pierpont,—7 voted in the “Affirmative; and Messrs. 
Speaker, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd;:-Douglass, Grigsby, "Gant, 


` Halk Jack; ‘Lumpkin; Menifee,: McKinny, Porton, Rusky Row! 


lett, Sutherland and:Swift-—17: voted inthe: negative: &o the 
bill was lost. : ; 
-Fhe bill requiring the commissioner gétieral ef: the lärd of: 
fice to forward to the sévéral cohnties all tracts'to titles to lahds 
situated within the same, wasread a third time and- pissed. 
‘Lhe: bill providing for justices’ coyrtsin the county of Bex- 
ar, and: forthe administration of justice-in ‘the Spanish language 
and for other. purposes was, on: motion of d Hu referred to 
the committeee on the judiciary. - 
A message was received -from ' the senate: informing. the 
house, that:the senate had concurred in the passage of à joint re- 
solution for the benefit. of Alexander ‘Legrand; and:that:they- 
had agreed:to the.amendnmients made- by the: house to the ‘joint 
resalstion:forthe benefit of John Murry; and-also'that-they had ' 
passed a: bili to defin the boundaries of the: éoünty óf Moitgom- L 
erys: c^ F 
The bill to alter and amend the several acts relative to the: 
_stablishment ofa navy, by adding thereto a board of commis- 
‘loners, was, on motion of:-Mr. Ménifee, indefinitely ipestporied. 
The. bill: from the:senate-to define the’ boundaries of Mont- 
gomery. county,-was read a firsttime.. PE 
' On motion of Mr. Gazley, the bill, together with: other: i 
bills before:th« house:-on- the same: subject; were refered to a 
spécial cominittee consist ting ef Messrs.’ Gaalsyy Gant: one Jones 
of Austin. 
- "The: bill. from the. Senate to conii cert contracts for 
personal services, was read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Jack, rejected 
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The joint resoluti.n authorizing the Secretary of the treas- 


‘ury to burn-the unsold lend-scrip, was taken up on its second 


readine. - 

Mi. Gant offaréd a substitute for ihe resolution; whin 

On motion of Mr. Rusk it was refered: to-a special com- 
mittee, consisting of, Messrs. . Rusk, Gant, and Patton. t 

. Mr. Beker, from. the committee on.¢ enrolled bills, reported | 
the Tollowing as being correctly enrolled: . 
VÀ joint resolution fixing | the dividing line between zéxar 
and San Patricio coüntics. 

An act repealing the abatements of shite. ea 

An act to repeal a part of an act therein named and an act 
for.the relief of M..B. Manard. — .. 

The bill reported. by the committee relative te the time of 


‘holding district courts, &c., was adopted... 2 


ied Mr. Gant offered : an additional section “requiring all, per- 
sons on whom process has been executed, to answer at the time 


appointed j in this bill;” lost 


“On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended and ihe bill 


read’ a third time, and passed. 
The bill further: to. ‘define. the duties of Sheriffs 3 WAS "uten 


"i o o m 


à motion of ax A ask the rule was spate: the 
bill ead a third time, and passed. 
'' "The bill entitled “an act. supplementary to act to raise a 
public revenue by impost duties, wag- taken. up on its third rea- - 
ding. i: 
MS Menifee moved to strike out the words “its passage; 
adopted. n 
Mr. Sutherland moved to fill the blank with the words: ist 
of January next;" lost. 
. . On motion of Mr. Menitee, t the blank was fiHed with “the 
first day of July next." 
Mr.. Ru Ed to amend so that bread stuffs would not: 
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committee, consisting of Messrs: Rusk, Swift and Menifee. 

Mr. Menifee moved that the committee be instructed to re- 
port this evening: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk a call of the hotisc was ordered; 
when the following members answered to their names: Messrs, 
Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, 
Linn, Menifee, McKinny , Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk Row- 
lett, Sutherland and Swift. 
~ The following members were absent without leave: Messrs. 
Speaker, Burleson, Lumpkin, Thornton and Wyatt. 

A message was received from tbe senate informing the 
house that the senate had disagreed to the substitute to the bill 
for disbanding the army and navy, and that the senate .had 


- agreed to the amendment made to the amendment to the joint 


s 


resolution for the benefit of John Talbot.. ; 

On motion of Mr. Menifee the house insists on the adop- 
tion of its substitute for the bill from the senate for disbanding 
the army and navy. 

On motion the hcuse adjourned till 3 o ‘clock, T. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

"The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Burleson presented a communication from ‘sundry 
individuals of Red River county, to the President, relative to a 
late rencounter between colonel Potter and others, on.the one 


side, and the Cooshattce Indians on the other; he also introdu- ` 


ced a joint resolution vesting the President with certain powers 


- relative to indian agencies, &c. which was read a first time. 


‘On motion of Mr. Billingsly the rulé was suspended and 
the bill read a second time. 

Mr. Swift moved to strike out “twenty thousand dollars; ^ 
adopted. 

' Mr. Wyatt moved to refer the bill to a select cómmittee; : 
lost. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to fill the blank with .ten thousand 
dollars; on which motion the ayes and noes were called for, and 
Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, B'Hngsly, Boyd, Douglass, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Jack, Linn, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, 
and Sutherland—15, voted i in the affirmative; and Messrs. Spea- 
ker, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinney, Rowlett, Swift and Wyatt 
—7, voted in tbe negative. 

On motion of Mr. Wyatt the resolution was referred to a 
dt committee consisting of Messrs. Wyatt Menifee and Bur- 
eson. 
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The biH for the relicf of Elenor Dunoven, was, on motion 
‘of ‘Mr. Jack, laid on the table. . 

~ -The bill to provide for building court- houses jails acade-- 
mies, &c., was taken up. 

Mr. Billingsty moved its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Gant called for the ayes and noes; and Messrs. Spea- 
ker, Baker, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, Jones 
of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lampkin, Menifée, McKinny, Patton, 
Rusk, Rowlett and Sutherland—17, votod in , ihe affirmative; 
and Messrs. Branch, Douglass, Gant, Pierpont and Ponton—5, 
voted in the negative: só the bill was 'indefinitely postponed. 

À message was received from ihe senate informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in tlié passage of the joint 
resolution, relagve to the dutiesof the collector of Vclasco; 
also, in the passage of the bill for the benefit of John K, Foster, 
and that the senate had passed a bill for the relicf of the heirs 
of certain persons thercin named. |. : 

The joint resolution for the benefit of Hiram "Wood was 
read a second time; the rule was suspended and the bill read 
a third time and passed. ` 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the clerk was instructed to enquire 
of the senate what had” become of the résolution transmitted 
to the senate relative to fixing a day for the adjournment of 
congress. 

The bill to provide for the location of the seat of justice 
in Jasper county was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Swift an additional section was added. 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill was read a third time. 

Mr. Jones of Austin moved its indefinite postponement; the 

ayes and noes were called for, and Messrs. Baker, Burleson, 
Billingsly, Branch, Boyd, Grigsby, Gant, Jones of Austin, Jones 
of Brazoria, Linn, Patton and Rowleti—l2, voted in the affir- 
mative; and Messrs. Speaker, Douglass, Gazley, Hill; Menifee, 
McKinny, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Sutherlad and Swift, 
voted in the negative; the bill was accordingly postponed. ` 

Mr. Rusk from the special committee to whom was referred 
the bill to raise a revenue. by’ impost : duties, reported a sub- 
stitute. 

Mr. Sutherland moved *o insert dumber exempt from duties; 
lost. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out the word ‘flour:’ the ayes 
and noes were called for, and Messrs. Baker, Burleson, Billings- 
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ly, Gazley, Gant, Hill, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, and Suth- 
erland—10, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Speaker, 
Branch, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby,, Linn, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Swift, and Wyatt—192,: voted in the negative. 

' Mr. Patton moved to: strke out “all articles exempt from 
duties? lost. sa — ' 

. Mr. xillingely offered a proviso “that nothing in this act to 
be constrüed'so as to repeal the ‘Taw imposing duties on liquors 
dud winds,” ‘adapted. A T E ODP S 
^": Mr. Ponton moved to strike ouf, “corn” from the ‘articles 
exempt from duty; lost; ^,^ 00 s aa 

. ‘The substitute was then adopted. mE 

"On motion of Mr. RusE the rule was suspended and the 
bill read á third time... ©. 0 ^. 7 77^ 0. 5. 
_ The ayes and noes were called for on the final passage, and 
Messrs ‘Speaker, Branch, Barleson, Boyd, Douglass, Grigsby, 
Gant, Menifeé,’ McKinny, Pirpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Swift and 
Wyatt--14, voted in the affirmative: and Messrs. Buker, Bil- 
lingsly, Gazley, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, 
Patton, Ponton and Sutherland—-10, voted in the negative; so 
the bill passed. © dS d ao ce 
'The bill to provide for surveying the coast was indefinite- 
lnodipenud. ea es i 
. The bill to provide for the better dissemination of the laws 
was taken üp. MP MMC B MN 
Mr. Menifee: moved its indefinite postponement; the ayes 
and noes wéré called’ for and Meésré. Branch, Billingsly, Boyd, 
Gaziey, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherlabd and 
Swift—15, voted in the affirmative; and Messrs. Speaker, Ba- 
ker, Burleson, Douglass, Gant, Linn, Pierpont, Rusk and Wyatt 
-——9, voted in thé. negative; so the bill was indefinitely post- 
poned. "^. 7.775 ME ROCT eee T 
The joint resolution authorizing tlie President to take the 
sense of the people on the siibject of annexation-was taken up 
on its second reading. BE a MCN 


2 r? 
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On. motion tö indefiinitely postpone, Messrs.’ Speaker, 
Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Gazléy, Gant, Jones of 
Brazoria, Metiifeé," McKinny, Pat:on, Pierpont, Sutherland 
and* Wyatt—14, voted in the affirmaiive; and Messrs Boyd, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Ponton, Rusk, 
Rowlett; and'Swift--10, voted in the negative: sò that the 
resolution was indefinitely postponed. , . , EN 


- 
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"The. joint. resolution for the benefit of Samual Dexetr s` 
read a second time; : 2 ME 
. On motion:of Mr. ‘Rask, the rule was culpendeds the rešo- 
lution read a third time; and’ passed. ` 
Mr. Rowlett, fróm:the committee on ehgrossed ills report 
ed sundry bills-asbeing’correctly engrossed.‘ 
‘The joint resolution for the benefit of F. T homi; and others, 
was read a second time. m 
‘On ‘motion of Mr. Rusk; tlie rule Was suspended, and ‘the 
bill read a third tiiné and ‘passed. ` i 
. The joint resolution : providing for issuing éertificates of 
head-rights; to those who fell under Fannin, Travis, Grant ‘and 
Johnson, was :read a second time. ^. ^ : 
Mr, Rusk moved to strike out“beunty- litid; i adópted. s 
On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “or with’ were inserted 
after the words “command off” =.” CB Ens 
On motion of Mr. Jores; of:  Austiti, the rule wis 'suspen- 
ded; the bill read a: third time and passed. `- 
The bill from the senate for the relief o í the heirs of certain. 
persons therein named was read à first time: ` `- M 
The rule was suspended and the bill read a second' time.’ 
On:motion ‘of MrzRusk the. rule -was Aurther juipentled: 
the: bill read a‘ third timé and passed: - HE 
The joint resolution relative to thé boundary line betwéen ` 
the Republic and the. United States was. taken up on its, se- 
cond reading. 
On motion of Mr. Wyatt, the second section’ wai, stpick-- 
en out. d 
. Mr. ‘Rowlett offered tlie. following section’ as aii ees 
ment: “and: be: it further resolved ‘that the commissioner appoiti- - 
ed.ià December, last, dn the part of this.govérnment,to rüf this ` 
. line; be. immediately ‘commissioned -arid - jnstrücted: to Fini said ` 
line -in conformity :with the treaty Uefining said: liedüdary; aüd ` 


that the United States" government be infornied of the 'samej" ' 


which was not adopted, di 
"TT'he-resoltion was then ordered to be etigrósscd: a 
- Phe joint résolution for the relié ef of ay Brown, aug oth: 
ers, was laid upon the table... - 
The joint resolution for the relief of Hi Sanderson à Was taken 
úp on its‘second:reading. `; * ee ee ee 
Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out the words “secretary of 
the: treasury” - and insert the word. “auditor.” : 


On motion: of Mr. ‘Menifee, ‘the resolution. was postponed 
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till the first day of November, next; and all the documents rel. 
tive to the claim of said Sanderson were, ordéred to be priiited. 

A message was received from the senate, informing. the- 
house that the senate requested a committee of conference. on 
the disagreement to the substitute for the bill to disband the: 
army and ‘navy;-and that Messrs, Russel, Barnet, and Wilson 
had been appointed by the senate, on said committee; whereup- 
on, Messrs. Menifee,’ Rusk and Branch were appointed on the 
part of the house.  . 

A message was received from. the senate informing: the 
house that the senate had amended and adopted a resolution fix- 


ing a day for the adjournment of Congress. 


. Mr. Rusk moved to amend the senate’s amendment by stri- 

king out “Saturday” and inserting “Tuesday;” Jost. - 

On motion. the house disagreed to’ the amendment from. dine 
senate. EE E 

Mr. Baker, (rom the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following as being correctly enrolled: . 

An act: for raising one company of. volunteers from each 
battalion. 

A joint resolution for the benefit of Je ohn Talbott and oth- 
ers, and, 

A joint felonies for the benefit of Alexander Legrand, 

On motion, the house agoured: till to-morrow morning 


9 o'clock. 
'Tu£spaY, Max, 22, 1838. ` 

The house met pursuant to pajounament and was "Opened 
with prayer by the chaplain. : : 

' Mr. Gazley, Speaker, pro tem, in the chair. 

A méssage was received, from the senate informing the 
house. that the senate had .cencurred in the passage of the - 
Joint resolution declaring John: Vance the legitimate son of Al~: - 
len Vance; and, also, that they -had concurred in the passage . 
ofthe joint resolatíon provididtng for the issuing certificates for 
hend-rights to the heirs of those who fell under and with Fannin, .: 
Travis, Grant and Johnson, also that they had amended and 
passed the bill supplementary to Rm act: to reduce into one act 
and to amend the several acts relative to the establishinent of 
a General Land Office; also, that the senate had passed a bill 
for the benefit of the heirs ofthose who fell in the battle of San 
Jacinto: and, also, that they had passed a bill for the benefit .: 
of Wm. H. Wharton: 

Mr. Rusk moved to re-consider the vote taken on ‘the final: 
passage of the bill for thé benefit of Sanderson; lost. 
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Mr. Rowlett, from the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported sundry bills as being correctly engrossed. 

' A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that the seuate had concurred in the passage of the bill 
to annexa part of Victoria to Jackson county. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended and a reso- 
lution authorizing the chief clerk to take and keep possession of 
all the papers belonging to the house, &c. 


On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the resolution was laid on 


the table. 


The bill to incorporate the Columbia Rail Road Company: - 


was, on motion of Mr. Jack, laid on the table. ~- 
The bill frem the senate for the benefit of the heirs of 
those who fell in the battle of San Jacinto was read a first time. 
The bill from the senate for the benefit of Wm. H. Whar- 
ton was read a first time. 


Mr. Rusk moved that the rule be suspended and the bill be . 


put on its second reading. 

On motion, a call of the house wàs ordered, when the fol- 
lowihg members answered ,to their names: Messrs. Baker, Bren- 
nan, Branch, Boyd, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Aus- 
tin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, .Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Pier- 
pont, Ponton, Rusk, Sutherland and Swift.—The following 
members were absent without leave: Messrs. Speaker, Burle- 


son, Billlihgsly, Douglas,Jack, Lumpkin, Rowlett and 'Thorn- 


ton: Other members making a quorum having taken their seats, 
the question was taken on the motion of Mr. Rusk to suspend 
the rule in order to read the resolution for the benefit of Wm. 
H. Wharton a second time: which motion was lost. | 
The bill entitled *an act supplementary to an act to amend 
an act and reduce into one act the several acts relative to the 


establishment of a general land office, as amended by the sen- . 


ate was taken up. The first and second. amendments were 
agreed to. f je 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the vote agreeing to the second 
amendment was re-considered. The house disagreed to the se. 
cond amendment, and also to the third and fourth amendments- 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, the amendments were 

amended so as to read “board of land commissioners,” instead 
of *general land office." l l 

Mr. Jones of Austin, moved to amend so as to read “to cease 
issuing certificates for head rights to the first class on the first day 
of November next: lost. 
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Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following as being correctly enrolled: Pel 
An act relative to the duties of the collector of Velasco. 
An act fof the relief of John K. Foster, 
An act to annex a part of Victoria to Jackson county. 
ur. Gazley, from the committee to whom was referred sun- 
dry bills relative to establishing the boundaries of montgomery, 
reported the bill from the senate, with amendments: which 
amendments were di-agreed to by the house. 
Mr. Gazley moved to lay the bill on the table: lost. 
On motion of wr. Gant, the rule was suspended, the bill read 
a third time and passed. 
The following message was transmitted from thc President 
by wr. Hoyle, his private secretary. 
P Execurive DepARTMENT, Texas: 
Crry or Houston, May 22nd, 1838. 
GENTLEMEN: —The act locating the seat of government 
has been submitted to the Executive, who has taken a calm and | 
dispassionate view of the subjeet. It will be perceived by the 
law fixing temporarily the seat of government, that it shall be 
established at the town of Houston, on Buffalo Bayou, until the 
end of the session of congress, which shall assemble in the year 
ene thousand eight hundred and forty: This would clearly re- 
quire that at least two elections must take place for members of 
the house of representatives, and two thirds of the senators will 
be renewed previous to that time. — If these are truths, then 
it would seem that the law had contemplated the action of the 


members who, at that time representing Texas asthe persons . B 


who were to act for the emergency of the time. Many chan- 
ges must take place in the population and condition of Texas 
previous to the year 1840, and by that time the people would 
have an opportunity to give some expression of their wishes and 
opinions on the subject, ifit were submitted to them. Were the 
present congress to pass a law fixing the seat of government at 
any one point, the Executive belicves that either of the two 
next succeeding congress would have it in their power to repeal 
the law and commence anew. This act of the honorable con- 
gress contemplates the expenditure of a larger portion of the 
public treasure than the Executive would be willing to see sub- 
tracted from the treasury at this time: our resources do not seem 
to justify any course but that of the strictest economy in the gov- 
ernment, and this bill would doubtless consume at least cne 


eighth part of the revenue for the current year, while it would 
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leave the subject liable to the action of a subsequent congress; 
and should the subject be prosented to the people, and then their 
expression ratified by an act of the. government, it would be 
permanently established beoyndall grounds of doubt or cavil. 

Being satisfied of the inexpediencyof the measure at this 
time, the Executive feels, himself constrained to return the bill ^ 
with his reason for not giving his signature, to the same. 

. SAM HOUSTON. 

Mr. Rusk moved to refer the message, together with the 
bill to a select committee,; on which motion the ayes and noes > 
were called for, and Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Boyd, Jones of 
Austin, Pierpont, Rusk and Swift—7 voted in the affirmative; 
and Messrs. Burléson, Billingsly, Brennan, Gazley, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, 
Patton, Ponton, Rowlett and Sutherland-—16 voted in the neg- 
ative. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to lay the bill on the table: lost. 

On motion of Mr, Branch, the message and bill were post- 
poned till to-morrow morning. 

The following message was transmitted from the President 
by Mr. Hoyle, his private secretary: 

Executive DEPARTMENT, TEXAS, 
City of Houston, May 21st, 1838. 
To the honorable house of representatives: | 

GENTLEMEN:—1 have uncer consideration the bill to organ- 
ize the county of Colon on Red ‘River. By reference to its Io- 
cality, it will be perceived that it includes within its limits a part 
ofthe territory on that river which is now in dispute between 
Texas and the United States. 

The peculiar eircumstances,of our diplomatic relations re- 
specting the territory in question, are too well known to the 
honorable congress to require on the present occasion, any de- 
tailed remarks relative thereto. 

To persevere in the organization of that county while such 
‘a state of things exists, regardless of the repeated remonstrance 
of such acts on the part of Texas by the United States, it is be- 
lieved would render still more complicated the boundary ques- 
tion, and bave a tendency to procrastinate the final adjustment 
of the difficulty which now unhappily exists between the two 
- governments on the subject. 

Influenced by these considerations, the Executive is eon- 
strained to return this act to the honorable house of representa- 


tives without his signature. SAM HOUSTON. 
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On motion, the message and bill were postponed till to- 
morrow morning. 

A message was received from the senate; informing the 
house that the senate had amended and passed the bill entitled 
“an act establishing district courts. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the biil as amended was referred 
to a select committee consisting of Messrs. Rusk, Jack, and 
Branch. 

The bill for the benefit of widows &c. was read a third 
time: the ayes and noés were called for on the final passage, 
and Messrs. Speaker, Brennan, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Linn, 
McKinny, Patton and Ponton—8 voted in the affirmative; and 
Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Boyd, Douglas, Gazley, Gant, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland and Swift—16 voted in the negative: so 
the bill was lost. 

On motion, the house adjourned till 3 o'clock P. m. 

3 o'cLock P. M. 

'The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house adjourned till half after 
7 o'clock P. m. 
` HALF AFTER 7 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Mr..Jack, from the committee to whom was referred the 
bill to amend an act establishing district courts as amended by 
the senate, reperted a substitute to the senate's amendmend- 
ment: adopted. 

The bill for the relief of Ellen O'Donovan was read a se- 
cond time. » 

Mr. Gant moved to indefinitely postpone: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the blank was filled with $250. 

Mr. Rusk moved fo strike out the words “and the collector 
shall withdraw said suit:” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the words “by securing the 
same with additional security? were inserted. The rule was 
suspended and the bill reada third time on the final passage of 
the bill: The ayes and noes were called for: 

Ayes—.Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brennan, Boyd, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jack, Linn, Men- 
ifee, McKinuy, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Suth- 
erland andWyatt—2l. E 

Neos—Branch, Billingsly, Gazley and Gant—4: so the 
bill passed. 

The bill for the relief of James Robinson was read a second 
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di on motion of Mr. Sutherland was indefinitely post- 
poned. 
The bill for the relief of James Bradley's heirs was read a 
second time. l 
Mr. Baker moved to insert after the words “acres,” the 
words “of land:? adopted. 1 
A message was received from the senate, informing the 
house that the senate had agreed tothe amendments made to the 
senate's amendments to the bill entitled “an act to-amend an 
act establishing district courts, and that the senate disagrees to 
the joint resolution to adjourn on Wednesday. and that the sen-. 
ate had passed a bill to protect certain Indians in their land, and 
for other purposes. | 
The joint resolution for. the benefit of John Brown .and 
others was read a second time. * 
On motion of Mr. Patton, the words, “for the destruction 
of the schooner of war Montezuma,’ were stricken out. 
The bill to suppreis the wearing of concealed weapons 
was, on motion of Mr. Patton, indefinitely postponed. 

, On motion of Mr. Rusk, the house requests of the senate a 
committee of conferrence on the disagreement of the two houses 
in relation to the fixing a day for the adjournment of congress: 
Messrs. Rusk, Hill and Sutherland were appointed on the part 
of the house. 

The bill from the senate to protect certain Indians in their 
lands and for other purposes was read a first time. | 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended and the 
bill read a second time. 
Mr. Rusk moved to strike out “Choctaws and Alabamas:” 
lost. l 
Mr. Douglas moved to indefinitely postpone „the bill: The 
ayes and noes were called for. ` 
Ayes— Messrs. Burleson, Gazley, Hill, Patton and Row- 
lett. l 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Boyd, Grigsby, 
Gant, Jones of Austin, Jack Linn, Menifec, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt—l7. 
_On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the bill was laid on the table. 
On motion, the house adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow . 


morning. 
Wepvespay Mornine, May 23, 1838. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by the chaplain. i 
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Mr. Baker, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the followinggas being correctly enrolled: 

The joint resolution declaring John Vince the legitimate 
son of Allen Vince and Matilda Winbourn. 

The joint resolution to provide for issuing certificates. of 
head rights to the heirs of those who were with and fell under 
Fannin, Travis, Johnson and Grant. 

A message was received from the senate, informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in the passage ofthe bill 
the better to define the duties of sheriffs: also that they had 
passed a bill supplementary to “an act to create a volunteer 
corps, approved May 1838.” 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred the 
joint resolution relative to theu nsold land scrip, reported. a sub- 
stitute, which was read a. first time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee of conference, to whom 
was refercd the disagreement of the two houses on fixing a day 
for the adjournment of congress, reported the majority of the 
committee had agreed to the resolution adopted by the house to 
adjourn on this day; which report was adopted by the house. 

A message was received from the senate informing ‘the 
house that the senate had disagreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the subject of the RO ounce of con- 

ress. ^ 
Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule prohibiting the intro- 
duction of new business, in order to introduce a bill for the- lo- 
eation of the seat of government. The bill proposed to be in- 
troduced was read, and the question being put, *shall the rule 
be suspended?" 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Boyd, Douglas, Grigsby, 
Hill, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, ask, Rowlett, Swift, 
and Wyatt—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Burleson,. Billingsly, Brennan, Gazley, 
Gant, Lumpkin, Patton, Ponton and Sutherland—-9. 

Less than two-thirds paving voted for the suspension of the 
rule, the motion was lost. ' 

Mr. Rusk moved the bill offered by him be copied on the 
journals. The ayes and noes were called for: 

Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Boyd, Douglas, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hill, Lumpkin, McKisny, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Swift 
and Wyatt—i4. 

Noes—Messrs. Burleson, Pilliugsly, Pond: Gazley, Linn 
Menifee, Patton, Ponton and Sutherland—9: so the bill was 
ordered to be spread on the journals; which is as follows: 
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An act to locate permanently the seat of government of 

ihe Republic of Texas. MN 

Be it enacted by ihe senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That there shallbe ap- 
pointed by the joint vote of both houses of congress, three com- 

missioners whose duty it shall be to select at least two, and not 
more than four places for the permanent location of the seat of 
government; one of which places shall be east of, and one west 
of the Brazos river, and shall not ‘contain less than four miles 
square of land and as much more as they can conveniently pro- 
cure cither by purchase or donation, provided they shail not 
give more than five dollars per acre for land. : 

Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, That said placeshall be selected 
with a view to health and centrálity of position, and it shall be 
the duty of said commissioners to reduce all contracts made to 
writing, subject to the choice hereafter provided for, to be 
made by the people. The cmmissioners aforesaid shall proceed 
to make the selections on or before the ldth day of July next: 
and it shall be their duty immediately to give notice in all the 
newspapers published in the republic, giving a full description 
of the situation, location and quality ofland at each place, at 
the same time making out rough plats of each particular place, 
a copy of which plats shall be transmitted by mail to the clerks 
of the county courts cf each county and one deposited in the 
general land office. i ! 

Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of his 
Excellency the President to issue his proclamation caHing upon 
the voters at the next eleciüon for members of congress to en- 
dorse on their tickets the place which they prefer shall be select- 

ed as the seat of government. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the managers of the 
elections shall be required. to keep a separate poll of the 
votes cast for the seat of government, and make full and duc re- 
turns thereof, transmitting one copy to the secretary of'state 
and one to the president ofthe senate, and one to the speaker of 
the house of representatives. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the two houses to mect during the first week of the session of 
the next congress, and the president of the senate and the spea- 
` ker of the house of representatives shall examine the polls and 
declare tne election, and the place having the highest number of ` 
votes shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be the per- 
manent seat of government of the Kepublic of Texas. 


- 
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Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That ihe said commissioners 
shall, before, entering upon the duties of their offices, take and 
subscribe the following oath: I, A. D. do solemnly swear that I 
will faithfully perform the duties required ofme as commissioner 
to select a site for the permanent locatior of the seat of gov- 
ernment of the Republic, and that in all my acts in relation 
thereto, I will, to the best of my abilities and understanding, act 
for the benefit of the Republic. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That ihe said commissioners 
be, and they are hereby allowed the sum of five dollars per day 
while in service. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, a call of the house was ordered, 
and the following members answered to their names: wessrs. 
Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, 
Douglas, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Menifec, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt. The following were 
absent without leave: messrs. Jones of Brazoria and Thornton. 

A message was reccived from the senate informing the house 
tbat ihe senate had concured in the passage of the bill to incor- 


porate the Brazos and Galveston Rail Road, with amendments, 


and that they had passed a bill to provide for the payment of the 
first loan to Texas. - 

The bill locating the permanent seat of government was 
taken up, and the question being put, “shall the bill pass, not- 
withstanding the reasons of the President tothe contrary." 

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, surleson, sillingsly Brennan, Gant, 
Jones of jsrazoria, Linn Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton, Ponton, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, and Wyatt----14. 

Noes----Messrs. Speaker, ranch, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, 
Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, McKinny, Pierpont, Rusk and 
Swift----12; so the bill was lost there not being a constitutional 
majority. 

A message was received from the senate informing the 
house of the passage of the joint resolution for the benefit of 
H. Wood, with the amendments; also, that they had concurred 
in the passage of the resolution for the benefitof Wm. A. Heard; 
and, that for the benefit of Wm. Kuykendall. 

The bill to create the county of Colou was taken up, and 
the question put, “shall the bill pass notwithstanding the rea- 
sons of the President to the contray.” 

A call of the house was ordered, when the following mem- 
bers answered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Branch sillingsly, Douglass, Gazley, Grigs- 
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by, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lampkin, Meni- 
fec, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and 
Sutherland. 

Tie following members. were absent without leave: 

.. Messrs. Baker, Burleson, Brennan, Boyd, Gant, Hill, Swift 
Thornton and Wyatt. 

Members making a quorum having taken their scats, the 
vote was then taken on the passage of. the- bill creating the 
county of Colon. 

Ayes—Messrs. Billingely, Boyd, Douglass, Gazley, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, Patton Rusk, Rowlett and Sutherland-. -10. 

Noes- -.Messrs« Branch, Baker, Brennan, Grigsby, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Lion, McKinny, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Swift and Wyatt-—13; so the bill was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the amendments made by the 
senate to the joint resolution fer the relief of Hiram W ood was 
concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, a call of the house was ordered, 
and the following members answered to their names; 

Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Billingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Doug- 
las, Gazley, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland. Swift and Wyatt. 

The following members were absent without leave: 

. Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Grigsby, Gant, J ones of Austin, 
Lumpkin, McKinny, and Patton. 

The bill to incorporate the Brazos and Galveston Rail Road 
Company, as amended by the senate, was taken up. 

On motion the amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved a süspeusion of the rule 
prohibitng new business, in order to introduce a bill to take 


the sense of the people on the location of the seat government at- 


the city of Austin. - 

Mr. Rusk proposed the bill provide for the location of the 
seat of government as an amendment, which was accepted. 

The question was then taken on the suspension of the rule 
kvhich was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Menifee moved to re-consider the vote first taken on the 
suspension of the rule. 

The ayes and noes being called for.— . 

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Gaz- 
ley, Gant, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Ponton, Patton, Suther- 
land. and Wyatt—13 
Nozs----Messrs. Speaker, Boyd, Douglass, Srigsby Hill 
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Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, McKinny, Pierpont, Rusk 
Rowlett, and Swift--19; soóthé-vote was re-cénsidéred.  ' — 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria then moved a suspension ofthe rule, 
in order to introduce his bill separate from any other subject. 

The ayes and noes were called for:-— : l 

Ayes-—Messrs. Speaker, Branch; Burleson, Boyd, Gazley, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Mec- 
Kinny, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Swift and Wyatt—17. 

Noes----Messrs Baker, Billingsly; Brennan, Douglass, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, Ponton and Sutherland----9, voted in the 
negative, less than two-thirds having voted for the suspension, 
the motion was lost. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, moved that the bill be spread on 
the journal of the house. | 

The ayes.and. noes were called for:—- . . 

Ayes---Messrs.. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, Boyd, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Bra- 
zoria, Lumpkin, McKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Swift and Wyatt----19. 

Noes----Messrs. Billingsly, Brennan, Gazley, Linn, Menifee, 
Ponton and Suthberland---7;s0 the bill was ordered to be spread 
upon the journal;. and is as follows: 

Be it enacted by the’senate and house of representative of 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That it shall be 
the duty of his excellency, the President of the republic of Tex- 
as to issue his proclamation, and to cause the sense of the peo- 
ple to be taken on the:subject of locating the seat of govern- 
ment at the city of Austin, thé place selected by the commit- 
tee appointed by Cengress for that purpose, in order to ascertain 
whether a majority are in favor of it, or not, and enable the 
next Congress io act definitely and finally on the permanent 
location of the.seat of government. | 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted,’ That all the contracts 
or reservations made by the said committee be, and they are 
hereby confirmed, and the sum of six thousand dollars is here- 
by appropriated for that purpose, and placed at the disposal of 
said committee. P 

Mr. Jones of Austin moved to suspend the rule prohibiting 
new business, in order that a resolution might be introduced for 
the benefit of Marshall Mann. 

The ayes and noes were called fo:--- S 

Ayes+-Messrs. Speaker, Baker; Branch, Burleson, Boyd, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Linn, McKinny, Patton, Piér- 

pont, Sutherland Swift and Wyatt--15. - 


, Noes-Messrs, sillingsly, nrenüan, Douglass, Gan‘, Hill; 
Lumpkin, Menifée,- Ponton,- Rusk and .Rowlett—10; so. the 
motion was lost.: uM mE 2 

. Mr. saker, from the committee on.;enrolled bills, reported 
the joint resolution for the bencfit of Win. Kuykendall. 

On motion the house adjourned till 3 o'clock, ». mM. 

l l THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
. The house met pursuant to adjournment: 

. Un motion a call of the house was ordered, when the follow- 
ing members answered to their names: 20. x. 

. Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, sillingsly, Brennan, Boyd, Doug- 
lass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of. 
Brazoria, Linn menifee, mcKinny, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton; 
Rusk, Swift, and Wyatt. | etu : 

The following message was transmitted from the President, 
by.mr. Hoyle, his private secretary: . 2E 
Exeeurivs DEPARTMENT, Texas. 

City of Houston, 95th May,-1838, 

Lo the honorable house of representatives, 

GENTLEMEN:---An act “providing for the defence of the 
frontier” has. been laid before the executive and. has claimed his. 
particular attention and consideratiom The act leaves no dis- 
cretion to the Président, but requires him to order out a suf- 
 cient.number of mounted gun-men,‘from each brigade, to com- 
mence active operations against the hostilé Indians on the fron- 
tier, and again that the said troops shall elect their officers; but 
the time and place- is not designated. in the act. The Presi- 
dent is required to place in the hand. of a quarter-master, appoint- 
ed by the major-general, the sum of twenty thousand. dollars. 

The act isin every feature objectionable. The President, 
by the Constitution, is commander-in-chief of the army and navy, 
as well as the militia of the country. It is within his power to 
call out the militia when He may deem fit, but it is not in thé 
power of Congress to compel him to do so. To call them. out 
at this time, would be impossible, and employ them on them on 
the frontier, as there is not bread stuffs tn the country. to subsist. 
the inhabitants, and the scarcity is greatést on the frontier 
where the troops would be employed. a E 

The appointment of the quarter-master is contrary to the 
Constitution, which providesthat the appointment of all officers 
- whose offices are established by this constitution, not herein 
otherwise: provided for, shall. be made by the President, and 
confirmed by the senate. The senate have a right o confirm 
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al nominations or to reject the same. The act does not, say 
to whem the quarter-master shall give surity for the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars; nor that he shall give the same until 
after the money has been paid to him. Some discretion should - 
be left with the President where the Constitution has placed it, 
and, as he is accountable-for the defence of the nation, that the 
means should be placed within his control. It may be asked 
who are the hostile Indians? who is to decide the fict? If men 
are sent to ihe frontier without the most absolute and par- 
ticular instructions, they will fell disposed to do something that 
will distinguish them, nor will they ever want a pretext to de- 
declare any and all Indians our enemies, and attack a camp of 
any tribe if they should chance to be on their way to sue for 
peace. o ` 

The last winter and spring have exemplified this suggestion, 
and the blood of some of our best citizens bas paid for the diso- 
bedience of an officer and his men, who abandoned their post on 
the Brazos, and, instead of pursuing Indians who .had stolen 
horses, crossed: their trail proceeded to the three forks of the 
Trinity, with a view to steal horses from Indians, with whom, 
our government was then treating. "This has broke off, for the 
present, all prospect of a treaty until those Indians'can be ap- 
proached through our friendly tribes. Thissubject has not been — 
neglected by the executive, who willin the course of ihe sum- 
mer give a personal attention to the object of a peace with 
those tribes. i 

If means were placed at the disposal of the excculive, snd 
agencies with trading houses should be established at the proper 
points on the frontier, with a few troops stationed at each place, 
who will do their duty, and while men and companies on the 
frontier will act with prudence, less than one-fourth of the 
amount required to sustain the force contemplated in this act, 
will make peace, and preserve it, on the frontier. The Indians 
of the praries have no local habitatioas, and, therefore, we 
cannot hope to conquer them by any number of troops. The 
can elude us when they do not wish to fight, nor wil] they fight 
without an advantage in the prarics—-we cennot overtake 
them for they are fleet horsemen, and can disperse themselves 
wiih a signal, to meel. at any point, having a knowledge of the 
whole region, unknown to white men. If we once can treat, 
and they find tnai they can trade with us—and learn that we 
are nct their enemies, they will become our friends. The ex- 
ecutive has never yet known a treaty made with an Indian tribe 
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first infracted or violated by them, Every thing will be gained 
by peace, bat nothing will be gained by war. The Comanchies 
have lately cóme in and desired peace. "They arè powerful, and 
if peace is made with them they will find it to their interest and 
' security to obtain from the hostile tribes, on their borders, obe- 
-dience to them ahd peace to us.—'l'he reason is obvious, be- 
cause, should deprédations occur, théy would be liable to sus- 
icion, wich would interrupt their trade aná intercourse with the 
Texians. ; "a l 

With this view of the subject, the executive, constrained, 
by every consideration of true policy, to return this act, without. 
his signature, assuring the honorable congress that he will at any 
time that the vecessity or: apparent safety of the country may 
require it, order out such troops as may be necessary for the 
.safety of the frontier or any portion of the country, and.that he 
will give directions to raise so soon as possible, and bring into 
the field the corps of 280 men. ^. 

SAM. HOUSTON, 

The bill, providing for the defence of the frontier, as Te- 
turned by the President, was re-considered, and the question be- 
ing put “shall ihe bill pass notwitstanding the reasons of the 
President to the contrary.” A. ; 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Bren- 
nan, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of -Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt——21. 

Noes—Messrs. Boyd and Pattcn—2; so the bill passed. 

A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in the passage of the bill 
io amend an act to incorporate -the city of San Antonio, and 
other towns; also, that they had passed a bill allowing lands to 
Wm. Gowing and other persons of colour. ' | 

The bill from the senate granting lands to Wm. Gowing 
aud others was rejected. . 

The bill for the benefit of the heirs of those who fell in 
the pattle of San Jacinto was read a second time. 

'The billto incorporase the Columbia Rail Road Company 
was taken up. 

Mr. Rusk offerred a bill to incorporate the Galveston Bay 
Canal Company, ‘as a substitute; the ayes and nocs were called 
for on the adoption of the substitute. n ; 

Ayes—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Boyd, Doug- 
lass, Gazley, Grigsby, Hill, Rusk and Swift-—10. 
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,  Noes——-Messrs. Baker, Brennan, Gant, Jones of Austin; . 
Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, 
Sutherland and Wyatt—12. — oO, | 
^ ' On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill wasindefinitely postponcd. U 

A message was received from the senate informing the house | 
that the senate had concurred in the passage of the bill to amend 
the laws relative to direct taxas, and that they had concurred in 
thë passage of the billsupplementary toan act providing for tlie 
location of land scrip, and for the.redmption of the same; also, 

a bill authorizing the several newspapers in the republic to 
publish. the laws. . 

A mesage was feceived from the senate informing the 
house that the senate' had concurred in the passage ofthe joint 
resolution for the benefit ef A. T. Burnley; and, that they have 
passed a bill relative to the clerks of Bexar, and other officers. 

- The bill from the senate, providing for the first loan to ‘Fex- 
as, was read a first time. 

Mr. Menifee, from the committee of conference, to whoni 
was referred the -bill disbanding the army atid navy, reported 
amendments to the substitute; adopted by the house. 

~ On the adoption of the report, made by the committee, the 
ayes and noes were called for. > 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Bren- 
nan, Douglas, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Jones of Austin, Jones 
of, Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Patton, Ponton, Row- 
lett, Sutherland Swift and Wyatt—20. ` 

Noes—Messrs. Boyd, Hill, Pierpont and-Rusk--4; so the 
repórt of the committee was agreed to. 

The bill from the senate, to raise a volunteer corps, was . 
read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk moved to. suspend the rule and take up the bill 
fer the benefit of Wm. H. Wharton; lost. E 

The bill to protect certain Indians in their lands, and for 
other purposes, was taken up on its second reading. . 

Sundry amendments were made to the bill, when, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Pierpont, the rule was süspended and the bill read 
a third time. 

The ayes and noes were called for on its final passage. 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Boyd, Grigsby; 
Jones of Austin, Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Patton; Pierpont, 
Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt—l'. 

Noes—Messrs. Burleson, Billingsly, Brennan, Douglas, Gaz- : 
ley, Gant, Hill, and Jones of Brazoria—9; so the bill passed. 
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Mr. Boyd, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported « 
joint resolntion for the benefit of A. T. Burnley, and others, as 
being correctly enrolled. | -. | EE 

The bill from the senate to autherize the several newspa- 
pers to print the laws was indefinitely postponed. 

_ The joint resolution for the benefit of. the hon. Wm. H. 
Wharton was taken up on its second reading. —— — 

Mr. Duuglas, moved its indefinite postponement; the ayes 
and noes weré called for. _ Ea Coe 

Ayes--Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Gazley, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Patton, Pierpont, Sutherland, Swift 
and Wyatt--ll. l 

. Noes---Messrs:- gaker, Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, - Boyd, 
Douglas, Grigsby, Gant, menifee, mcKinny, Ponton and Rusk 
ur. Jones of Austin, moved to’ amend-by inserting the 
words, “and, also, the expenses of Stephen F. Austin, whilst 
he was.imprisoned in Mexico, provided the same does not ex- 
ceed ten thousand dollars;” the amendment was not adopted. 

The resolution was then put on its final passage; the ayes 
and noes were taken. 

Ayes--mesrs. Baker, Branch, Boyd, G igsby, Jones of Aus- 
tin; Jones of Brazoria Pierpont and Rusk----8, —— - 

Noes----messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brennan, Billings'y, 
Douglas, Gazley, Gant, Hill; Linn, menifee, mcKinny, Patton, 
Ponton, Sutherland, Swift and Wyatt---16; so the bill was lost. 

' The bill to provide for the payment.of the first Texian loan 
was read a second time. : 

On motion of mr. menifee, the rule was suspended and the 
bill read a third time. oo l , 

mr. Patton moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

The ayes and noes were called for on the final passage.. 

. Ayes--Meéssrs, Speaker, Baker, Branch, mrennan, Boyd, 
Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Linn, Menifee, mcKiony, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Sutherland 
and Swift----18. . 

Noes ---Billingsly, Gant, Hill, Patton and Wyatt--5; so the 
bil passed, ' EM 

. A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in the passage of the joint 
resolution establishing certain mail routes; and that they had 
passed a bill vesting the Auditor with certain powers. 

The bill from the senate respecting the clerk of Bexar, and 
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for other purposes, was, on motion of mr. Jones of Brazoria, 
| rejceted. 
4 


The joint resolution for the benefit of Jerry Brown was 
i read a second time, and, 

On motion of mr. Branch, was indeánitely postponed. 

i mr. Baker, from the Committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following as being correctly enrolled: 

A joint resolution for the benefit of Hiram Wood. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wm. A. Heard. 

An act better to define the duties of sheriffs. 

An act supplementary to an act providing for the location 
of land scrip, issued under the act of congress, dated 6th De- 
cember, 1836, and for redecming the same. 

The bill for the relicf William Langingham was referred 
to the committee on the judiciary. 

The bill from the senate vesting the Auditor with certain | 
powers, was, 


-Cn motion of mr. Jones of Austin, postponed till the year 
1360. 


^ M ww me ere mee n neers 


On motion the Kotte adjourned till 8 o'clock P. m. 
‘EIGHT O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and there not be- 
i ing a quorum, the house adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 
i o'clock. 
; Tuurspay Mornine, 24th May, 1838. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
' with prayer by the chaplain. 
mr. Sutherland, from the committee on public lands, report- 
ed the following resolution, which was adopted: “resolved, that 
the commissioner of the general land office be, and he is hereby 
required and to have printed one thousand copies of the abstract 
of the books of his office prepared by the clerk to the committee 
on public lands and that the secretary of state be requested to 
distribute the same with the laws and journals, or sooner if prac- 
ticable.” 
mr. Jones of Austin, from the committee on naval affairs, 
- reported that the committee had had under consideration a doc- 
ument from the navy department, and instructed him to intro-- 
i duce and recommend the adoption of a resolution to pay marshall 
i mann for the services rendered by his negro boy in sweeping out 
the house of representatives. 
mr. Menifee moved that tne house should decide the report: 
b ` e improperly made and out of order, when, 
On metion of mr. Linn, the report was rejected. 
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|. À petition from — 
“Coree Atlantico" was presented and laid on the table. 

Mr. Rusk moved a re-consideration of the vote taken yes 
terday on the bill vesting the auditor with certain powers for 
certain purposes. The ayes and noes were called for: 

Ayes---Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brennan, Boyd, Gazley, Grigs- 
by, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, wcKiuny, Patton, 
Ponton, Pierpont, Rusk and Swift—15. — 

Noes—.Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Bilingsly, Gant, Hill, 
Menifee, and Sutherland,---7: so the vote was re-considered. 

Mr. Rusk offered a substitute. 

Mr. Jones of Austin moved to amend the substitute by 
striking out the words “for and on account of the contingent 
expenses of the government,” and insert in lieu thereof, the 
words **for the future contingent expenses of the navy, under 


for. 
Ayes---Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Gant, Hill, Jones of Aus- 
tin, Menifee, McKinny, Patton and Sutherland—9. 

Noes—Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Brennan, Douglas, Gaz- 
ley, Grigsby, Jones of Rrazoria, Linn, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, 
Rowlett and Swift—13. 

Jr. Menifee moved to strike out “$50,000.” The ayes 
and noes were called for. 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker. Burleson, Billingsly, Gant, Hill, 
Linn, Menifee, McKinny, Patton and Sutherland. 

Noes—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brennan, Boyd, Douglas, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and Swift--14. 

Mr. Menifee moved to strike out “$50,000? and insert 
$100,000:" lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Rusk and Menifee were appointed to wait on the senate, and 
invite them to unite with the house, and go into a joint election 


for a judge of the 5th judicial district, and for the election of 


in 


other officers. 
A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that they were ready to join wtih them. 
À communication was received from the honorable Edward 
T. Branch, resigning his seat as a member of the house of rep- 
reseutatives; which resignation was accepted. $ 
A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that the senate would be ready to adjourn sine die at [2 
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Santangeliuo, formerly editorof tha - 


the direction of the President. The ayes and noes were called , 


a (AR. sey 
> e ae $e 


n bined Bet atte: e. J . 


4 
M ena L 


* RJ 
norem ctt, 


ET n 


x 
s 2 
3 5, en 


eoa ——e € o tá lee, on intuens emitir mtem m n 


*3". E 
w ts 
V 


be 


178 


On motion of Mr. Rusk, a committec consisting of Messrs. 
Rusk, Hill and Swift were appointed to act with the. committee 
appointed by the senate for that purpose, to wait on the Presi- 
dent, and inform him that the two houses were about to adjourn. 

A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that the senate had concurred in the passage of the bill 
appointing commissioners to mark out a road from Brastrop to 
Red River: also that they had passed a bill exempting certain 
lands from taxation. 

On motion the house took a recess for 30 minutes. 

The house was called to order. 

T he senate, conducted by their President. were received 
into the house, and the purposes for which the two houses had 
met, having been explained, they proceeded first to elect a judge 
to preside over the 5th judicial distric. 

. Mr. Rusk nominated Edward T. Branch. 

Mr. Everitt nominated Mr. Hicks, of Shelby county: and 

Mr. Wilson nominated James B. Woods. 

-For the several candidates the vote stood as iollews: 

For Edward T. Branch, 23—for Mr. Hicks, 8—for Jas, 
B. Woods, 2. 
- Mr, Branch having a majority of all the votes -given, was 
declared duly elected judge of the 5th judicial district. 

The two houses then proceeded to the election of a chief 
justice for the county of Galveston. 

Mr. Jones of Austin nominated William F. Gray. 

Mr. Rusk, nominated F. M. Gibson. 

Mr. Baker nominated Alexander Somervell. 

Upon taking the vote, Mr. Gray received 8—Mr. Gibson 
16—and Mr. Somervell 10. No one candidate having a major- 
ity, the vote was again taken as follows: . 

For. Mr. Gray, 2—for Mr. Gibson, 19. and for Somervell 
13. Mr. W. F. Gibson having received a majority of all the 
votes, was declared duly elected: chief justice of Galveston 
county. 

.. On motion of Mr. Everitt, the two houses proceeded to the 
5 of a president of the board of land commissioners for 
exar 


Mr. John A. Zombrano was nominated to that office, and 


no other nomination being made, he was declared duly elected. 


Hisexcellency the President, escorted by the joint com- 
mittee to wait on him was received into the hall. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the jaint committec were instruct- 
ed to waiton the honorable Alcee La Branche Charge d’af- 
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aires of the United States and invité him to be present on this 
occasion. 

Mr. La Branche, conducted by the committee, was reeeiv- 
ed into the hall. 

. Hisexcellencé the President addressed the two houses at 
some length, afterwhich the senate withdrew. 

Mr. Burleson introduced the following resolution which 
was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this house be returned to the 

, the honorable J oseph Rowe, for the clear upfight and im- 
partial discharge of his duties as speaker, and that he may carry 
to his home the consciousness ofliving ever in the memory of 
the members of this body, who give this just testimony of csteem 
to his'unassuming worth. 

Messrs. Rusk and Menifee were appointed a committee to 
wait on the senate and inform them that with their consent the 
house would adjourn sine die. i 

| À message was received from the senate informing the 
house that the senate, with the consent of the house, would ad- 
journ sine dic. 

On motion of Mr. Douglas, the house adjourned sine die. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
| Speaker of the House of Representativeses. 


By James D. Owen, Assis’t. Clerk of H. R. 


